THAT IS, 


Soules fixed and eſtabliſhed in God by believing, 


on him through the Lord *Jeſus Chriſt. 


& With the Grounds of this Faith from ſanQified $ & bo 
Reaſon, the Benefits of Faith, andthe Bebe of: z VE 


Unbeliefe. 
Proved by Gods Word, and preſented to opens view. - 
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'By Sir RoBxRT Ticxzoun, Lord Mayor of Tank 


P8ALM 125. I, They that truſt in the Lord, ſhall be as Mayne 
Zion, which cannot be removed, but abideth far bole... 2 

Jon 6. 47: Verily, verily, 1 [ay #nto you, he thet believeth on me 
hath everlaſting life. 

Is A.$O. 10. © od i among you that feareth the Lend, that dent 
the voce of bus ſervant, , & walketh in darknes and hath no Wn 
let him truſt in the name of the Lord, and ſtay pos ic Ged. 
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Now in the pub ſhin 0 this 8 T rake 
boys ſſe to Dedicate it to. your ſelfe , but if | 


any, £134, 184 apeſorch ſeolipendy ghepyhee | 


First, it is proper for me to eee reſpe&ts | 
10 one from whom I have received ſo ma 
I i ſhall bt}. iſÞbeÞ 7 in thiffand Jay MF SeT 6 
that I remaine your Debtor 
My ſecond reaſon is this, oli cunt | 
Though the ſubje& be of Generall endow: 
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w not, but this I kno , that faith in * 


him will be your greateſt * Strength in doing, 
and a certaine reſt what ever your work may 
be. . 

» ABof M068 reefrl Ahfo, 1 Boſh 4 to your 
hands, the ſcope and 'ſ Mw of which, I 
believe bath ftrengthned your beart and hed 
in all that concernes you here... NT i& = 
ver.” 

| Your enemies Ya. you have dobe. wnch, 
but I believe the woyce of your own. heart 3s, 
that God bath done all himſelfe, wherein he 
hath "uſed you as_an inſtrument ; What is 
yet behind for you to doe or God only 
knows : This IT dare boldly affirme, faith in 
God will be your beſt companion and your 


ſureſt reft in | all conditions. 


Therefore Sir, in fincere ' love I preſent my 
ſervice, and this Treatiſe of the Reſt of *F, Aith, 


to your hands, the Lord goe: with it to your 


beart, an d make. hin, elfe " Your re$t here and 7 ; 
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th” 27 my ; an cltabliſhed heart. | d: bf _ Hggs co 


4 Cnno. 20. litter part 20, Verſe. | « 


peeve in the Lord your God, ſo ſhal jou Mueteblibed. 


-HE- Lord © teflerh us in his Word, ofa. the: ts. ; 
time when as be willaot one e the *5. "7 
Earch, -bur the Heavens alſo; -Shake all 2 
cliat may be ſhaken, ſo as thar which "A 

- cannot be ſhaken miay remairie andaps 
| foe, vil Word; ant: +; 
"ruly his prear x lorious workings 5 
Ry mu we cheſs out: dayes doth RL cou : 
that time es be oeere at hand ; when God himſelfe doth ſhake- 
thewhole Earth and heavens, rhough they be vaſt bodies, yet” 15} 
they. mylt fall before the breath ofthe Almighty" pow vhich - - {8 
more  ſolicitoulneſſe Irdiliio forth ty hearc to ſeeke aſter eſta». - ©. 57 
bliſhment-; T found: incouragement to this worke i that vel 4. 
text which holdeth forth the ſhaking both of f;Earth'and Heave 


elecving + in G 


©0248 


alſo, forir ſeemerh to hoſd gue chus mach,” rhar che end of Gods. 
ſo ſhaking isto manifeſt that which cannot be ing i 4A 


maining, in which God cauphr me this truth, that the 

mer, of his people lay io't ar which ſhould rewaine ſedfaft to © 
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and if+ his Word r$3-5e by his Propher, that er ee rams 
_— eſtabliſhed ; Beleeve 5» tbe Lord Jour Gea, fo ſhall you be if 

ab ls x I 
bf My intentions are to rake this Scripture inthe —_ « 4 
and to ge uſe of itinthe c gona Treatiſe of F J 
faith, and beliefe in God doth | iſh believers | 

Theplaine and viſible truck which-Tyes | in this Scripture, 'and 
upon.which I ſhall carry; on what followeth, is this J FIOR 
Saints are eſtabliſhed, b » by beleeving in God, as their God.. 

Thiivis the ſenſe,” and almoſt wn very words of the Scripture s 
and for its proofe, it hath the concurrance ofthe ſcope, ifnorthe 
letter of- the whole Word of God, © the Prophet 1/arebin- bis 
ſeaventh Chapter, and ninth verſe, proves this by wma. 
when -in the former verſes he had told them what God 
doe for them he telleth them in this verſe, If you. will nrbeleeve_. 
ſorely yee ſhall not be eftabliſhed,, As if hee had ſayd, it is not my. 


and- goodnelſle, chat will eſtabliſh you, if you doe not beleeve;: 
it is. faith, -eruſt, and beliefe in God; "your God highs 
able: to eſtabliſh-you, if you beleeye nor, © your foundation will 
alwayes bee tottering, ſo at ſurely you will voe bee eft: dliſhe 
where beliefe is nor, eſtabliſhment cannot be; the reaſon ivab- 
vious and plaine, foritis God alone that can anddoch eſtabliſh 
the hearts of this people ; now: faith and believing in Gods-is 
the onely diſcoverry- " unton with God- in which ſoules come "=p 
to be eſtabliſhed, the ſoule by faith receiveth in God to it ſelfe,, _ 2? 
and inyolyetk it eſe ineo God, -arid God inthe ſoule makes it = 
an le; Epheſ.2.17. (briſtawels in the.heart of be-: i 
levers by fateb This was Abraliams condition; who is called Rom. 25". 


the profitiſe Sf axthyion RE CEOS, 


ontotiatkly reaſoning, 
the faichfull-word. of God, ares a Bar: that he 
ſhould thave a Childe of Sar4bs wombe, he giverh himſelfe over 
to” God. by 'beleeving, ſothat chere is no ſtaggering, faich rakes 
inthepromiſe:and the ſoule is eſtabliſhed, but where there is noc 
faith co:take in the promiſe of God,or rather God in the promiſe 
there the ſoule is not nor eannot he eſtabliſhed ; flaggering is.as 
properly the fruit: of gabeliefe © as ftability is of faith; end- they 
de rate each other as'whiredoth'blacke; and black white; 
that Scripture which ſayeth, 7f you beleeve not you Pal mer be e- 
#abliſbed, doth give pr ofe to thar Text _— ſayes, Belbgwt in 
the Lord your God, fo ſhall you bre eſtabliſhed: 'S0 cewilegihe 


; by beleeving thisFarh 
. wo gure ml up to God, heh jolt his ow: 


contrary, our Saviour gives an ample prodfh 20'this! truth, "thac- 


Saints are eftabliſhed by belecving in God ascheir God?, -in thac 
Fohn'6. 47. Verily, verily T ſay unto you, hoe that beleeverh in mee, 
bath everlaſting life. To beleeve in Chrift, is to beleeve in God 
as our" God,  and' the effeRs of this iscternall life, here is foll 
eftabliſhmedt indeed; here is-life forever; eternity cannot ſhake 
this beleeving ſoule, it is ſo eſtabliſhed by beleeving in God as its 
GodinChrift. 


-"T inner ro rake this fundamental! eſtabliſhing eruth into par- 


ticulaes' 5 che which. will give further light into-whar 1 aime ar, 
and'clearer teſtimony ro the generall cruth, That Saints are efta- 
bliſhed by beleeving i in God as their Got: I mane s an applica- 
tory: faithandbeliefein God. © © 

'By beleeving in God, as our God, by which we come to bee e- 
abliſhed,T meane this : 
*7Firſt; - 'To beteevein Godin what he is dobitrſelts 


- Secondly, To: beleeve God inwhat he dortr maidely it all 


his' 'workes. 


Word” 
Andin afſtheſe ſo farre as God is communicable ro believe him 
to be our God. Fre of NS 


; Sen] thus inthe Lord onr God hlNeerxinly books 


"Firſt, To belive in” Godin ache lo bin, 


Thirdly, To: belecve God in what he ſain, m_his whole | 


> 


Oy oF; - Rm TY TH WO: 


| RW”. MM Cjr ac jr ry heart, $-, 3:18 5 Kt þ 
his Eence is incomprebeaſible, andinexpreſible; ſo.Zxa, 3, 
1 4. When CMoſeraked God what he ſhould cell the Children - 

| 1/rae{ his Name wasifthey asked him; Gods anſwer to fo/e2 is, 

! 7 am that 1am, and ſo tell the children of 1/-ae/, / «m hath ſent 

| me unto you, thats, [am /owhar Tamthat I cannot befully ex. 

| preſſed, Iam God, Lbevah, I am all God, and nothing bur God; 

! bar chis pure and; erergall Eſſence is pleaſed ſo farre as is either fir 

or needfull for bis people to know him, to make known himlelfe 

by his Attributes , and in his word, workes and miracles,. for - 4 
rt ftrengchening of is peoples faith, ... and eſtabliſhing them.in 
kimlelfe.. - And in this worke I ſhall cake up.Gods.method, and 

firſt looke into the Attributes of God, for ſome diſcoveries of hig 

| Eſſence, wherein, he doth make knowne himſelfe to his people, 

| thatthey may believein him, ia what heis in himfelfe ; you muſk 

| not expe I ſhould be ſa large in this as co expreſſe all the Atcri- 


buresof God, that is a worke too large for a dying life, or a dy- 
ig man, the fulneſſe of that will fill eternty ; all chat may be at- 
tributed to God, which-caa be attributed co none but God, and 
that all is exceeding large, I ſhall onely mention ſome precigus 
corner-itones, for believers to build upon, ſo that they may cet- 
tainly be eſtabliſhed., | f | 2 . 
; As firlt, Godistheonly, true, and perfect God, trae, ſoas: aa. 
; there is no true God beſides him : and pertet, ſo that all perfe- of Gog. 
{ Rionisinhim, and nothing bur perfection.in. him, | ſoin Godax: 

in none but God, and therefore onely to be attributed co God; 

| I hall in this andall Iwrice of God, produce his word for my; 

] authority, [/a. 46. 9. lam Ged, and there 1s none elfe, I am Goa. 

' and there is none like me. God in this Scripture ſpeaks poſitively;  - 


/ inthe 'verſebefore this, the people worſhipped and bowed downe' 
| nd 20 Gods, to images of God; the Lord complaines of this 4m;j 
| VETt. $-T.o mham will. l diken'me,and wake me equall,and compare 4 
me, that we may bel ike. As1f God had ſaid, you can liken me tg; '* * 
nothing, for«here is nothing like me, 1 am Ges, and there 1» none 
elſe ( the prue Ged ) your falle Gods cannot be hke.me. Soinl/e,,; 
45; 22+; Looke wnto we, and: be yer ſaved all the ends of the earth for! 
F | am God, and there is none. elſe.. Marke the Sc ipcure, ſalvation is;. 
- inme, faich God, 1am che Gedaf /algation.,, If he ends ofthe 

Earth be ſaved, they, mult looke unto me;;far / am (eds and there, 

6s wone elſe ; Thats, there is no othertrue God, noGod areh® | 
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| be the only true God, by 
. being the only ſaving God;God in truth isthe God of ſalvation ; 
That God which can ſave muſt needs bethetrue God, and ſo 
there is no other God but our God, heeisthe true God; and a 
Godof truth, all God, and all cruth ; this is a proper attribute of 
God, for it can be attributed to none but God. we 
Againe, God is perfeR, he is a perfet God, heis all perfe- 
Rion in himſelfe, and all that is perfect is from him, hee is thac 
fetion to which there can be no addition, he giveth life and 
Cevch co all things, As 17.25. Neither « worſtipped with mens. 
hands, as though he needed any thing, ſeeing he giveth toall life,and 
: breath, and all things. Godis perfeR, he needeth nothing, hee 
kD knowes no want ; hee isthe fulneſſe of all things, and filleth all 
. with himſelfe ; he is the fountaine and giver of all life,and breath, 
and all things. All that makes up perfeQion is alwayesin'God, - 
and goeth forth from (God. into all chings, life and breath, which 
comprehends the whole;they are inthe whole creation the breath- 
ings forth - of Gods perfeQion , God bounds all, but none can . 
bound him, PerfeRion only lives in God; be giveth bounds to all 
things elſe, but can receive bounds from none;to.che creature God 
ſaith, what have you that you have nor received. Bur as for God 
biniſelfe, be is fimply and abſolately perfect, ſimply purely per- 
fe& ; nothing but perfeRion, altogether perfeR. 3 Zohn 1. 5. God 
i light and in hin is no darkeneſſe at all , Sq perfeRtly light, that 
there is not the leaſt ſhadow of darknefle in dim ; what is God, 
isperfealy light, or the light of God is perfect ;1for God is alto-- 
gether perfet, noting can be ſaid to be perfeRt but God, and 
od cannot be ſaid to be any thing but perfeRion ; light, and no 
-- Pang at all, is perfe& light, and this is God, for G O'D is per= 


| 2; ab  - Another attribute of GOD, which proverh the former, is 


” - withouu That God isthefirſt being without all cauſe, this is truly an 
'  alicauſe- attribute of God, which can be attributed go none but God, for ' 
a he is the firſt, the only, and without cauſe, -and the oniy canſe of 
all things elle ; 'not any thing gave God a being, but God piverh 
inp to all things, Rev. 1.8.1 af 3 gar hrs Heng tuning. 
Fa the ending, ſaith rhe Lord, which is, and which was, and which - 
 Wroceme, the Almighty. IRE be: 
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God, T/a. 41.4. Who hath wrought and doxe it, calling the gene- 
' rations from the beginning, 1 the Lord the firſt, and with the laſt, 1 
am he. It is frequent in Scripture with God when he mentions a- 
ny workes or beings, and che beginning of any thing, to declare 
himſelfe ro be the firſt, that hee might be knowne to be in him- 
felfe withour all cauſe; aod' the cauſe of all things elſg. 7 the 
Lord am be that is the firft,'So in 1/a. 43.10.Before me there was no 
Gad formed; neither ſhall there be after me. I am fo the firſt in my 
felfe, that I am th? firſt of all, and nothing ſhall be after mee. 
{ Godinhimſelfe is without caufe and end, 1/a. 44. 6. Thus ſaith 
1 the Lord the King of Iſrael, and his Redeemer the Lord of Hoſts, 1 
| amihe ff, aud [ am the laſt, and beſides me there is no God, Iam 

the firſt, and beſides me there is no God ; that is,there is no God 
beſides rmee, for I am the only one, that is ficit withour all 
cauſe ofþeing ; For were there a firſt cauſe of my being, then I 
could not be God; but I am God, and therefore there can be no 
firſt canſe of my being. So the Lord Chriſt according to his 
God-head is ſaid to be the beginning of the Creation of God, 
Rev. 3.14.T he faithful and true witxeſſe, the beginning of the Cre- 
ation of Ged. The God-head is the firſt of all beings, and the be- 
ginning of the whole Creation. Many more Scriptures joyne ia 


thistruth, as 7/4. 48, 12. Rev. 1, 17. Rev. 22. 13. But Tleave 2; Amun. 


themto'tbe Reader, _ 

- Athird Attribute of God is his immutability ; this is an atcri- 
bute of God ' that he is an immutable, unchangeable God, for 
this" can be. faid of none-but God ;* Cod hath 09 HE whole 
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Oreation mutable and changeable, which doth demonſirate char | 
angeable, Numb, 23. 19. God 


Life and Us, perſeZt wife 
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bimſelfe is only God, who is unchangeadle, Nan 06 
17 met 8 man' that he ſhould te neither the ſonne of mas that he ſeunl 
repent * Hath be ſaid, and ſpall be not doe it 7 of hath he ſpoken and 
ſhall be not make it good ? What God faith, that he will doe, and 
what he harh ſpoken, he will make good ; for heis an unchapge- 


able God, he 1s not like a man to lye,* or repent as the ſonnes of | 


men : "but. he is God immutable, and unchangeablein all he is, 
not” one title ſhall faile.of all that the Lord hath ſpoken.:., For [ 
am the Lord, 1change not, Mal. 3. 6. God makes this an argu- 
ment to prove himfelfe God, that he changeth not: As if he had 
ſaid, there is change and alteration in all but my ſelfe, and I 


am the unchangeable God ;L am the Lord, I change.nox. As if be 


ſhould fay, if. I were.changeable, I were not God: but being 
God, I am unchangeable. If mutability. dwelc in me, Icould 
nt be the foundation and fullneſſe of all things both'ja Heaven 
and Earth ; but ſoI am, . therefore I am the unchangeable;. im- 
mutable God, This + ll proved in James I. 17, Every good 
ather of lights, with whow is nowariableneſſe,. neither ſhadow of 
turning. This is a. full deſcription of, > and teſtimony to an im- 
mutable God, in him ſayes the Text, there is no variableneſſe nor 
ſhadow of turning. Not the leaſt ſhadow of change in God; the 


rfe& Gods an immutable God, and higimmurabilicyis:per- 
fe; for he is Godin both ; there can be no change in God,” be- 
cauſe there is no imperfefionin him : where there is change and - 


mutability, there mult be the annibilating of ſomething, Now it 
is impoſſible this ſhould be. in God, for be is anentire Eſſence, 
which can admit of no annihilaring, therefore not any ſhadow of 
change. God is purely and ſimply what be is, without alt: 
compounds ; he is one moſt pure and intire Eſſence; nothing in 
him but God ; God is aSpirit, John 4. 24. MY 

A fourth Attribute of Godis this, Godis infinitely. great in 
Majeſty and works, or the.infigite greatneſle of our God doth: 
appeare' in the greatneſfle of his Majeſtieand workes ; God is {6 
infinitely God,rhat nothing can be like him, 7/a. 46. 5-7 o whons 
will yee liken-me and make 1. equal,and compare megthat we may ber 


like. Ayif God bad-faid, 'doe you creatures thinke you baye.ae. 
{ny thing amongſt | you that is infinite, that you goe about to} 
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198, b che bg thou haſt 
JLnges iy Fs ve id t HR World.;'.T, 0u-Wert everl; 
ing before the World was, andit was thy everlaſting power that 
"made the World, and thon art the ſame,God till, and remain- 
eſt what mag Froip eyerlafting.to everlaſting thou arcGod.So 
| nu I 02,\P[al. 12. 27.: Bug thou O: Lord ſhalt en- 
nd thy remembrance unto .all-genrrations, bat thou. 


< e far ever, a 


ot. ;Hhe 4 Hons thy 5,4 ſhall bave no end; that.art the everla- 


| 2008; for. ever, thou art what chou art without 
N,.. dh is A jen (ed heing God, for thoy are the everla- 
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"_. Sixghly d x 7, 6. Attii- 
£ is,a0 mniporent, Aldightyg allufigent.Gad, oe 
he, Cn hes his -word.is a Law, hebwakethi all things | 
Aword 3, MG. LL there te Jightaduid rhens wat Vight., Gen- 1+ 3+ 
45 bach ire; faeme; light, 40d being ſtem the. will 
on gh us wa Dor nya ani alſuflicient God, 
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the iy rh of rhe ayte, oher the Cel Noe ge exrel, nd over 
every that creeperh upon the earth';' all this 

; Eoin the Word of anofMiipotent God: God faid "tet me dyes 
and it was- (6 to-ulfthis<'-3-G&r,'In this ith Tſaat blefith 74- 
cb in the 28. Gen:3: And Got Almighty blefſe thee & make thee 
F-uitful : ' AS"if he ould fay, if oh Almighty God ſay'bar the 


Ls 
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$ word; thou act bleſſed, for he'is the Almighty God, his Wordi is 
VF - Law, "where he Weg -noge can hioder{bleſiog all x 

© his command! 'yHey "wore fo itt theltfirlt being, aid: A 
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: have: all wp nn ry 
-tþar is, the; Apoſtle. glories in-God 8s ag: omnipecent is 
+ able:to [dod-exceeding; [2 Y above.all thatwe can _ or 
- thinke the vaſineſſe Hy our thoug ts 07 wants, are too ſhort to 

pot ous the ompipotency of God;he isexceedingly more then 
' wecanask,want,or thinke, for he isthe Alwighty,to.him be glory 
- whom is thats glorious, - almighty, allufficient, and omnipotenc 


ac”; allebis, and-in oanely more then this,is God in himſelfe, 
and ſuch ſouls as be'eftabliſhed by believing in God as their God, 
.doe beleeve Gad to. be this.in himfſelfe, - 

I ſhall mention ſome. few. Attributes:more of God, .in 


Fs firſt, -God. i2.8 God. af free grace; wee:may call-eur God 
the gracious God,-, orthe God of mercy and grace, wee may 
ſafely looke upon 'God thus, for.God lookes upon.usin his free 

race; witnelſe his Covenant of free grace; Fer-31.31.10 forward, 
E $9 York there inigage: bignſel(o; co.pyr. his. Law inparjoward 
.parts, Anil (to-write.it.in-the hearts of his peo ple; thathee will-be 
'our;God,and that we ſhall be;his people, that his people ſhall all 
| know him fromihe leaſt to the greateſt of them ; thatbe will for- 
giveall pur. iniquity, and remember our ſin.no more; Godin this 
Fart Cone ſpeake; himſelfe bo be.a GoP. of free grace, 
Hrbs Covenant is all grace,. it.is pardonipg and purging grace, 
HONG nd; ſanRtifying- grace, and AS-IC.i all grace, ſo:itis-all 
r God onely in geth himſelte, .and this wakes it to be 
w peg ; grace ;. Ag. (30d. is gracious in his. Coyenant that it.is/a 
Covenant; of free-grace, | fo. he.isin his workes to-his people , 
they: gre: Al Nona PIG Grier, and hg is Ln of nex.geaot in 
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hooferh,jic t , 
Lamasbam anolect Woke tharisef ge >. Godhakcholenine 
in Chriſt ro the glory of his grace;: bat Godin biselodting 


worke is:a God grace. 


free grace, 2-Ephiſ.4;3. But God-who us rich'4n 1 von; for bis grone 


file heretellet us poſitively that T ation 45 the-worke of grace, 
I,and proveth it 3 for ſayes he- 'God who 16 rich in mevcy,> loved its 
; £v0n-mhin wee were dead in (Innes, and hath quickgnd bs together 
with Cbriſt, fo that it-riinſk needs 
'carbe nothing byrftee-graceinia holy God that can love foules 
dead in ſinne, and the ſalvation and quickening of fuch ſoyles in 
Chriſt, muſt needesbe the work of —_ lovegand free grace, ſo 


tion, and'the hand to receive-it wirhall: Mega the = hacor of God 
to poore ſinners in che workings of his free gracethewholewotk 
of Salvation, and redemptioryin'God, maſt needs bethe work- 
ings-dF his grice, bout by reaſon of the ſubje& andthe rite, be 
coreofinndes inhe worſt -of ſinners; dad:then<veriwhen wee art 
deadirvfiemes and trefptiſes © Epheſ;, 21 . 'This ricllove of God 
breakes Forth to mr our Os Aro 
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Secondly, in hisworke of Salvation he alogerber a Godof®! * 


inthe verle,: For bygrace-are ye ſaved h faith; 
| be «the: hand roreerivethe fuvion of at is ain], ovay 
inGod -that givetlehis falvation ; fre a vath 
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love wherewith he loved us, even when we were dead in- finnes, hath | | 
quickned us together with Chrift(by grace ye-are ſaved. )The Apo» | 
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; | this conſideration.” 


ritual ſoul, but I intended only -a ſhort touch of ſome of them, 
which might leade to, and carry 0D the deſigne ] drive at, which 
15 the eſtabliſhment of ſouls by beleeving in God , in this Gad aſ- 
fiſting, you may have ſome ſmall heipe to.the underſtanding of 
what God'is in himſelf, the improvement of ic for eſtabliſhment; 
intend inthe concinſion, this for the opening part of it ſhall-bee 
all to the firſt of the three things I propoſed in the-beginning of 
_ Booke : Natnely, To believe in God in what he is in him- 
EITE, - LP 2 

For-the other two ,To beleeve in what God doth, and in whact 
God faith,as the word and works of God wraps up the ſalvation 
ofhjspeop'e in rhem; I ſhall here put them both togetber, under 


D : Namely, 


a; + 4.4 
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- Naniely, # briefe colleRion with its proofes, of the whole de- 
figne and workeof God in the ſalvation ofhis people. . And it is 


© þ Ss | 

To manifeſt the gJory.of his free grace in the ful redemption of 
his people through Chriſt, andin their.receiviog and applyingit |! g1 
to themſelves by | leving. "Bc 
"Firſt, The great deſigne of God in his ſaving worke to his * jy 
le, is to glorifie, orto manifeſt aod declare the glory of his 2 g1 
owneecernall, originall tree grace and rich love.” . _  $& 
*The free grace and rich love of God is God himſeſfe, that © 
God which is an incomprehenfible and inexpreſſible Eſſence, the © ly 
rue and perfeft God, who is firſt without all cauſe of being, 716 
an immatable God, and of infinite great Majeſty , an Eternall, he 
Omnipotent, and Almighty God ; This is the God of Free- jw 
race ; now the defigne of this God in the ſaſvation. of ſinners, |! ve 
which is the worſt and moſt miſerableſt piece of the whole creati- } gt 
on init ſelfe to all eternity, is to glorifie, or ro manifeſt the glo- Im 
ry of his owne free-grace. For this, take the teſtimony of the {hi 
holy Ghoſt by the Apoftte Paxl, in Row. 3.23. That hee might | 
make known the riches of ba glory,on the veſſels of mercie.The holy 
Ghoſt in the former part of that Chaprer, pleadeth the ſove- 
raignty of God ; not any picce of clay could finde faulc with the 
Potter what ever hee made ir, nor any creature with God. Now 
in this verſe hee telleth us, if any be made veſſels of honour, and 
heires of plory, it is that God might make known the riches of his 
glory in his mercy and free grace. As if the holy Ghoſt bad ſaid, 
God accounts of his grace and mercy to be the riches and excel- Z 
tency of his glory ; Now to make ir knowne that this is bis great { 
deſigne, God filleth heaven andearth with this his glory, the 
redeemed in Heaven, andthe redeemed in Earth ſhall be one in 3 
Heaven at laſt, and there in ages to come, evento all eternity, $ 
be ſwaltowed ap into the exceeding riches and glory of his grace, w 
Ephbeſ. 2.7. Andthe holy Ghoft in this, and the verſe before it,. | 
eellet th us, that is Gods end and defigne,in raiſing us up together, 
and making us ta fit together in heavenly places in Chriſt Jefus, 
That in the ages to come he might ſhew the exceeding riches of; 
his grace, in his kindnes rowards us through Chriſt Jeſus.If we obs, : 
ferve this Scriptare, it hofds forth chis ; that al che kindnes we re-. Þ1 
ceive from God, it is his grace in Chriſt, and Godsdeſigne in the Þ 
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e- || marifefting of this his free-grace in Chriſt, is to ſhew forth-the 
is | exceeding riches and glory ofir ; the whole worke of ſalvation 
will cleare up this truth ; for if we confideg all the ſabje&s of fal- 
oP yation, we ſhall finde no obje for any thing of God, but his free 
it Þ grace and rich love, the pollution of falne man in his naturall 
| 2 condition could not be an objz& of preferyation to the holy, 
is * juſt, and pure eyes of an omnipotent God, nothing bur free 
'$ 4 grace and rich love in God could looke the lookes of life to ſoules 
Fdead in finnes and treſpaſſes; And if rhus, chen it plainly ap- 
2 peares,that Gods great deſign inthe ſalvation of finrers is name- 
ie Jy to glorific, or to manifeſt the glory of his own eternall ri 
2, 7love and free grace. God will have ſoules live by his grace, chat 
J hee might manifeſt the life and glory ofhis grace ; thar grace 
e= | which givech life, appeares in the life it giveth, ſo that every ſa- 
ved ſoule is a monument of the riches and glory of the love and 
i= { grace of God, and the wiſe God layed his deſigne ſure when hee 
>- ]made choiſe of the ſalvation of ſinners, co manifcſte the glory of 
Ie j his free grace by. 
be {*- Intbe next place, I ſhall bold forth how God doth accompliſh 
y | this great end and deſign of his:Namely,by the making the whole , 
2- {frame and worke of ſalvation to flow from, and to depend upon 
e {his owne free grace, fo as there is nothing in the whole worke 
v. fof ſalvation from firſt to laſt, but the free grace of God, Ephe/.2 
d 15.8. Even when we were dead in ſinnes hath quickened us together 
is {ich Chbrift.(By grace are yee ſaved. )The time ſpeaks grace,when 
dead in ſinnes ; this is a ſeaſon only for grace, and thar the grace | - 4 
Zof God roo, appearing, when not only in ſinne, but deadin fig, - v1 
paſt all recovery, as from ſelfe, if doing could prevaile ; yet here. WES. 
$s no life co doe with all ; this is onely a time for a living love in 
*God toaQt free grace ip* If yer ſalvation comes to ſoules dead in 
Finne, ir muſt be by -grace,) the grace of God faves of ic (elte, 
Without any caufe out of if ſelfe, and this is the true ſalvation 
of ſoules dead in lin, ( by grape ye are ſaved )to be ſaved by grace, 
@ hat is, 'to be ſaved in the falyationof God, the whole worke to 
de of his free prace, not anytittle of it of our ſelves, . Reww,. 3. 
2.3, 24. For all have ſinned and come ſhort of the glory of God;Being v 
, I*ftified fretly by bis grace. Marke it, there is all ſelfe under fin : 43 
Pur ſaved, juſtified and acquitted ſoules from ſin, are the fruits 
ÞfGods free grace; though ſelfe come ſhorr of the glory of God, - 
I RED, 7 I D 2 yet, 
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yet fcee grace makes perfeRion that juſtifies, this is the ſalvation 
of God, to juſtifie freely by his grate, Rem. 5.21. That as finne 
bath reigned unto death, even {o might 5 1e rrigne threugh righte-,| 
cuſurſſe unto erernall life by Feſws Chrift. Here (in and ſelf hath its 
xeſgn, tut it is to death 3: but all the parts of ſalvation js the work | 
of Gods free grace : grace reignes through righteouſneſle in Jeſus 3 
'Chriſt., The r:gi:teouſnefſe of Chriit fo fayed ſoules, or Chriſt © 
r ale righteouſneſs to ſuch ſouls, what js it-but theYeign of Gods 2 
free grace , chats, g ace is ſugreame, the grace.is all mm the whole 
worke of ſal\ation ;” this truth wi!l'be made more c{eare in pro- | 
viog the parts of this great worke the falvationof G O.D' S; free © 
race. . 2 
. But now conſider that God layes this worke, the ſalvation of 
His free grace ſure, in the full farisfaRion of his owne divine jus 
ſtice;rhiar ſo the ſaved of his gtace might ſtand ſpotleſs before bim?! 
to affeternity. | 
"And herein is the miſtery of ſalvation, that Gods juſtice js ful, 
iy fatisfied, and yet that his grace in ſaving his people ſhould be: 
nerfetly free ;. bur both theſe doth plinty appeare in the ſalvati-3 
ot God ro bis people ; the 'worke of his free grace. 4 
* Now the way of grace ia God'to ſatisfie Divine juſtice to. the! 
fall and yet to keep eit ſelfe entire free grace to all that are ſaved,! 
is this: $ 
Namely, to chiuſeout; appoint, and' to ſend Chriſt in the) 
fieſh( God: man )to ſatisfie the Divioe juſtice of God for man, ini 
whom the wiſedome of God giveth full ſatisfaRion to his owng! 
Tuſtice, and perfec ſalyation to Hhis-people all of free grace : In 
this glorious miſtery, free grace in God'is the foumaine, full. ſa? 
risfa ion to Divine Juſtice the way, but perfeR ſalvation ard 
redemption to all kis ele&t body in Chriſt the end. F 
[ ſhall now. come more particularly to thi parts of this great} 
{5 
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worke of God, theTalvation of his owne-free grace. 
And firſt of Gods eleQting grace. | | 
Thar it is free grace in God which elects to ſalvation ; that. 

ſhall ſirſt-prove by the ſubjeRs of Gods ſalvation, which is falle 
finners, Epbeſ. 2.1. Dead in treſpaſſes and ſinnes.. A lump of ſink 

.nexs-dead in treſpaſſes and ſinnes, bath God to chooſe out as ſub 
jeRs for his love, veſſels of honour, and. heirs of glory. If gract 
in. God make not the. choiſe, ſurely the whole Jump oe falle! 
7 Innel 
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_ which is giyen, Chriſt in the fleſh the ſonne of Gods the gift 


: Saint ith en Feviedeart, 
nners would he left co remaine dead in finnes and treſpaſſes bur 
he Apoſtle in Row. 9..18. 23. tellerh us char God hath mercy on 
whom he will have mercy ; Tharis, God is full of mercy; but he is 
freeinit, his Mercy. lyes 1a his owne will he;chooſerh his owne 
veſſ:1s of mercy, That the might make known the riches of his own 
ory. He choofeili where he pleaſeth, thar it might appeare he 
chooſeth according to his owne will and pleaſure ; thatis, thar 
all his mercy. and grace'is free, ard that the firſt wotke, or part 
of che worke of ſalvation, his Efecion, is of and from his owne 
free grace.So Ephe/.1 4.5.eAccording as he hath choſen us in him, 
before the foundation of rhe werld, that we ſbould be bily and with- 
at biame before him. Having pred:flinated us unto the adoption of 
Children by Fefus Chriſt to himſelfe,according to the grod pleaſure of 
hs will. Thatis, God chooſeth from all eternity, ſuch as he wit 
make his children, and beires of glory by,Chrift, 'andthis liee 
deth-accordinp to the good pleaſure of his owne will; all fel alike 
inthe firſt 4dazz, nothing in one more.then.in another ro move 
Godto love, for all were dead in finnes , but the whole work in 
God, is the worke of his grace, it is all begun and finiſhed accor- 
ding to the good pteaſtire ofhis own wil, all 4s the work. of his 
free. grace. I ; 

Bur ſecondly, whom God thus choofeth by his grace, he 
choofeth.in Chriſt, Zphe/; I. 4. According as he hath choſen us in 
him ( char is in Chriſt ) ſo that all along grace is free in God, and 
the whole worke of Glyation only of his free grace, Rom. 5. 15. 
What ever is in Chriſtis the gift of grace ; ſo that Chriſt being” 
the way by which God workes fatisf: ion to his own Juſtice,and 
falvation to his people, it.is all of grace ; the reign of life in Saints 
by Chriſt, is the reigne of grace in God to Saints through Chrif, 
werſ.'17.,, Shall reign? I by im Chriſt.” Godin Chrift doch' 
reigne over ſoules in righreouſneſſe as the Got of Iife and ſalya- 
tion , it is God in Chriſt, a God of free grace. 2 

But inthe carrying bn this worke of Gods grace; in the ſalva- | 
tion of his people through Chriſt; it is needfull that Chriſt rake 
Aeſh, according to that promiſe qn Gen, 3* 15; The 'ſeede of the 
woman ſhall bruiſe the bead of the Serpent. And this is accompliſhed 
in the fulnefſe of Gods time, Ia. 9. 6 For unto u3 & childe 55 bory, 
wnto 1 a ſonnets given, The cnlde'which is borne, ts the ſonne 
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of his free grace, this child Jeſus is the gife of Gods grace, for a 


Coy enant of the people, for a liglic of the Gentiles ; To open che | 


in darkneſſe our e priſon: houſe, 1/a. 42.6 7.S0 that as grace 
giveth him, ſo hisworke in the fleſh is that worke of gracein all 
the parts ofit ; Thus farre we have Saints in Chriſt, and Chriſt in 
the fle(h, and the free grace of God in all, 

This which followeth will appeare to be as purely gracein 
God as what hath gone before, chough now God comes to have 
acuall and full ſatisfaRion ro his juſtice. ; 

Now theele& arein Chriſt; and Chriſt for us in the fleſh , now 
the holy law, and Divine Juſtice of God comes for fulfilling and 
latisfaRion. | 

Rut to whom ? why to Chrift, ſo that when juſtice is fully ſa- 
tisfied,yet that the whole ſalvation might be a' work of Gods free 
grace. | | 
2«eF. But why ſhould Juſtice come to Chriſt for ſatisfaRion? 
had he ſinned? _.. | | 5 

Anſw. 1 anſwer, no ; bat inthe great defigne of Gods grace, 


blinde eyes,to coſe priſoners from the priſon, & them that ie 


to redeeme his people in Chriſt, Chriſt was willingly made ſinne 


for us, .and 'tooke our nature that he might ſtand before Gods 
Juſtice in our roome as the ſinner. The holy Ghoſt cleares this 
trath in that 2 Cor. 5. laſt. For he bath made him to be ſinne for FT, 
who kaew no ſinne. The verle before cleares up this ( hee ):in the 
Text to be meant of God. Beye reconciled to God-for(he)hath 
Made him ſinne; and this (him )in the Text muſt needes be meant 
of Chriſt, for it is ſaid of this ( him Jchat he knew no ſinne ; that 
is, he had no ſin of bis owne ; he was that ſpotleſſe Lamb with- 
out ſinne; ſo was never any in fleſh; ſince the fall from innocency 
but Chriſt, ſo that the Scripture is plaine, That God made Chrift 
ro be ſin for his ele& body ; that is, not to be guilty of any fin in 
himſelfe; but to be. the ſurety., the debtor, and paymaſter to 
the juſtice of God, fort all the ſins paſt, preſent,& to come,of a.1 his 
fie body;ſo that divine juſtice only to Chriſt for ſatisfaRi- 
on, agd in Chriſt divine juſtice hatb full ſatisfaRtion, fo that ju- 
Rice.and grace in God are both pure in the ſalvation of ſinners 
through Chriſt that is thus made ſin for us: Here we have Chriſt 
—— ſince and fleſh by God, and now in the fleſh we ſhall 


\-, FfindeChriſt making full ſatisfaRion to the juſtice of God ; _ - | 
| | ole }_ 
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thoſe whom he is made ſinne for; as Chriſt camein the fleſh to 
take up the debt of ſiane for bis people, and to lye under the w#- 
ges of ſiane, which is deach ; ſoin the fleſh andin his death hee 
giveth ſuch-full ſatisfaction co Almighty God, that God doth 
acknowledge himſe}fefuily pleaſed inthe travell of his ſoule, 1/a. - 
53.11. Hee ſhall ſee of the travel! of hu ſoule aud ſhall be ſatisfied. 
That is, God Yoth behold thac fatisfaRtion which Chriſt hath 
made to his juſtice for che ſi:1nes of lis people, and in ic- doth 
acknowledge himſelte fully ſacisfied,. and for ever well pleaſed 
 w.th his EleR inhim,, .thac whole Chaprer is a proving of Chriſt 
' inthe fleſh being madeby God an offering for fin,verſe 10. to be 
; wounded for the tranſgreſſion of his people & bruiſed for our ini- 
7 quities, having the chaſtifſment of our peace put upon him, ſo chat 
} by bisdtripes we are healed, it having pleaſed the Lord to lay on 
7 him the iniquities of us all 5, 6. verſes. -. : 
% So chat hereis not onely Chriſt in the fleſh, but Chriſt: made 
ſinne for: his .people'3 thatis, hath all the iniquities of his people 
1 layd on him by God, with all the wounds, bruiſes,and chaſtiſements 
dueto them ; that is, all the puniſhment due to ſinne from Gods 
juſtice; and this Chriſt undergoeth co the utmoſt, fo that by bis 
| firipesweare healed, that is, by his ſuffering and fſatisfaRion, his 
} Ele&arein the juſtice of God, wholy acquitted and- diſcharged; 
3 for God choſe Chriſt to fatisfie his jultice for ſin; and having: 
7 laide the debt with all the weight of ic upon him, and/Chyi 
5 having diſcharged this deb. to the full, Gods juſtice cantoribue- 
diſcharge it where ever it was dye ; otherwiſe as one Text 
Chriſt had dyed in vaine, and the deligne of Gods free grace: to: 
2 poore ſianers could never be accompliſhed , So'the Apottle in the 
7 3. Gal. 13. telleth us, that Chriff hath redeemed: us from rhe curſe 
* of the Law, heing made a curſe for 1. | rh, uf 
Chriſt as our ſurety and publique Redeemer, tooke ſinge with, 
2 all its weigbr and curſe upon himſe}fe, and what he hath taken 
h from: us, he bath fully delivered us from, - ſo that in his ſatisfa- 
| Rion he doth fully acquit his elect body, the firſt dedtor, from 
the whole debc:and danger of fin, | either in curſe or paniſhmene; 
JAnd the Apoſtle Paz! arguerh, out his triumph in the 8. Rows. 
Flaccer end, upon this very conſideration,” ho hal lay any thing 
$0 rhe charge of Gods Elett, it us God that juftifieth, who w hoe chat 
conientnerh ;, 'it is Chrift that dyed, yea rather that ts riſen againe : 
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As if the! Apoſtle 'hadl faide, God dotly mftfie his ele& body as 
he is a jult God For Chrift-hath dyed'and' is rien #paine, Thar is, 
Chriſt is riſen as the ſativfier of Gods juſtice trhis'devrh;for had 
not Chriſts' death-'tarisfied Gods juſtice when as the ſinnes, curſe, 
and puniſhment | of ſinne, for all his ele& bydyiwas tayd on him, 
he could never have rifen again but now he is riſen and riſen as 
the juſtifier of his pzople, and the latisfier of Gods juſtice ; Now 

if any ſhallcharge che Ele& of God with what Chriſt bath born - 
and ſatisfied for them : Even the juſticeof God, or the juſt God 
will acquit them, - and if Gol acquit who can' condemne, ard 
theretore hee glorieth-: '*S0 the ſameApoſtie in 4. Rom. 25. 

ſpeaking of Chriſt as being riſen from the dead, ſayes thus, /h9 # | 

was delivered for our (fences, and was rai/ed ayain for our juſtificas Þ ! 

tion ; Thar: is, it was the (innes of his Ele char crucityed him, J ( 

and it is the juſtification of his Ele for whom he dyed, he'is {| 1 

riſen + and as'norhing could bave crucified him but our fins, ſo Þf 1 

now nothing can condemne thoſe for whom he dyed, he being | t 

riſen; bis reſurrection pleades to all juſtice,” ſatisfaRtion intns. || | 
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death : | And Chriſt was therefore'delivered up to Jeath for -our- 
offences, that in his refurreQion we might be juſtified from all 
offences, 'Gods great aime and deligne of grace, runs thorocgh | 
the former toithe latter of theſe : Rom. 10; 4. the holy Ghoit | | 
rellech-us there, Thas (briſt i the end of the Law for righteonſneſſe 1 
1o.euery one that beleeverh ; As if he tad faid, The: beleeving foul | fl 
fhalbfinde ebac- Chriſt hath fulfilled, and doth fully keepe the þ © 
wholeLawforhim, and ſo is antend to it for righteouſneſle , J C 
that3sp Chriſt is now the ſoules righteonſneſſe not'the Law ;-rhe 
Law is:kepc:and fulfilled by Chriſt for a beleever, ſo-thatit can- | 
not-charge any«ſouſe in Chriſt to-condemnation, bur therigh- 2 tl 
reouſneſle and juſtification ofthe'ſoule © in the fight of God is 3 
Chriſt, not the Law*4f any foule could; keepe the whole Law in 7 u: 
inſelfe, che Law might have been for righteouſneſle to thar/ſoule, -| 

but!all bave ſinned and come ſhort ++ now the Law is #1 4ccuſer't} 7 
not-a juſtifier, but Chriſt for his people, he fully fatisfiet andf 7« 
keepes the Law-;: fothat Chriſt is therighteonſnifſe of bis peopte. ;| Ke 
and:an end'to the Law for righreouſneſſe 5 Thu ba faith fm lf he 
ing, and worthy of all acceptation.that Chriſt tame into. rhe world t0\ fa 
ſave ſinners: 1 Tim. 1. 15.It was the end of Gods giving Chriſt, de 
and of Chriſt comming to ſave ſinners -from"fiane;+Law, _—_ Cl 
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. a Saint with an eſtavliſhed heart. 25 
Hell, and what ever would deſtroy-them, and this end is effeRed, 
for Chriſt did not only dye bur is riſen, did not only take fin 
| bot hath - ſatisfied for finne, and all this is the worke of grace, 
| which appeares in this, it is the worke of God in Chriſt ; the 
| # Apoſtle Pax/doth acknowledge and confirme this:truth in Row. 
\ 3 3, 24 Being juſtified freely by bis grace through the redemption that 
* x infeſws Chriſt,The Apoſtle here ſayes it is redemption through 
Chriſt, but that doth not hinder our being juſtified by free grace 
* in God ; chough God workes through Chriſt, yet it is-all the 
2 worke of his free grace, it is through 'Chriſt,. and Chriſt is 
7 rhrough grace; there is not any title of redemption, or juſtifica- 
z tion through ſelfe, it is all through Chriſt and by grace, which is 
4 no more bur grace working throughChrift , the great gift of 
_ | Godsfree grace, what ever God doth in Chriſt can no wayes de- 
s 3 miniſhvhis free grace, for Chriſt is the Mediator or. middle per- 
> | ſon betweene God and man; in whom Ged magnifies his grace 
s | toman, and giveth to his people the riches and preatneſſe of his 
© | love wherewith be loveth them through him ; This indeed doth 
r- | manifeſt the wiſedome and juſtice of God to redeeme his people 
14 { rhrough Chriſt, but 'it no wayes lefleneth the freeneſle of his 
h } grace, nay it makes it more glorious grace, for that juſtice is ful- 
it 2 ly ſatisfied, makes mercy the greater mercy, and the juſtified is 
ſe | nothing in himſelfe all chis while but a finner ; now that God 
11 | ſhould make Chriſt his way to ſatisfie his Divine juſtice by, and 
e | coſaveſinners; this muſt needes magnifie the grace of God, be- 
. | cauſe the ſavedand the juſtified are nothing in the worke them- 
\e | ſelves, onely ſinners andthe worſt of ſinners, ſaved onely of grace 
1- | by grace, it is gra ein God and grace in Chriſt; the grace of God 
1. 7 through Chriſt, that makes ſuch as are dead in ſinnes to be quick«, 
is 4 ned together with Chrift : and from this the holy Ghoſt celleth 
in Þ us, that ( by grace wee are ſaved : Ephbeſ. 2. 5. Chriſt came from 
6,5} Heaven to doe hi Fathers will ; that was,Fo ſave.all which his Fa- 
«x18 ther had given him,net to loſe any but to raiſe them up at the left day, 
+4 7obn 6. 38, 39. God chooſeth Chriſt a body, of which -he ma- 
te ;| keth him bead and Saviour, and ſends him into the World that 
ay be mi ht redeeme his body by ſatisfying juſtice, ſo that he-mighe 
{of fave the whole, and raiſe them up at the laſt day as his redeemed 
"Y body + and all this the worke of Gods free grace through 
6,4 Chriſt, for Chriſt doth gg that bis worke of redemp- 
ll, | ..- wor 
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tion: was his Fathers will ard his ward was to perfe@ the de- 


ſigne of his Fathers grace, that all God bad given him might be- 
redeemed through him, and juſtified by his Fathers grace; in 
the death of Chriſt God commendeth his love and grace to us,. 


Row.5.8, But God commendeth hu love to us in that whilſt we were 


ſinners Chrift dyed for ws : Markeit, the fatisfaRtion thar Chrift 
gave to the jaſtice of God for finners, was ſo farre from being. 
any diminution go Gods grace, that it is acommendation of it, 
or an exakation and gloryofir, for it exceedingly commends 
the glory of Gods. love and grace, that Chriſt Puld dye be» 
cauſe we were finners ; there lyes theeminency of Gods love, 


ir is Chriſt the gift of his grace dying for ſinners, this makes all. 


che worke grace, grace in God fends Chriſt to dye for ſionzrs, 


whom otherwiſe muſt dye eternally infinne ; can there be any | 
thing but grace in this; in the Apoſſtfes account Chriſts dying for: 
us when we were finners , doth much demonſtrate the love- 


and grace-of God and-furely ſo irdoth, Thus: doth God fave 


" his people by grace, and'fatisfie his juſtice in Chriſt «: Now Chriſt: | 


having ſatisfied his Fathers juſtice, fulfilled and kepr the Law to 


the urmoſfor all his Ele& body, he bringeth them to the-throne- 


of his fathers juſtice, as well as the throne of his grace; and'there 
God as a aſt God doth juſtific head and members, Co/.2, g, 10: 
Por in bim dwelleth all the fulneſfe of the God-bead hodily © And yee 


ave compleat in him... Avif God ſhould fay, Chriſt hath ſatisfied 
my juſtice as God, man, aad ctrough my juſticewere the juſtice of. ' 
aGod'; yet himin whom the fulneſfe of the God-bead dwelleth: 
bodily, hath fully fatisficd it, and all his. members are compleat in; 
him J have received fall fatisfation for them in him, & in bim doe- 


fully acqyit and difcharge them of alf guilt and vorightcoutſneſſe, 
before me to alt eternity, for yee are compleat in him ;, That is, 
compleat in hiscompleatneffe, For he was made fin for yew which 


knew no finne, that you might he made the righteeuſoe;eof God iy-- 


him. Market, theend of Chriſt being made fizne was, that in 
tim higeleR bady might bee made the righteonſneſſe of God ; 


thats,” thar Chriſt might bee our righteonſueſſe as the gift of | 


God: fo char. Chriſt. being our righteouſneſſe wee might bee | 


righteous in - gm, 25718 e of Godarid ſo compleate in him, , 3 


name Chciſt, as Chriſt is the righteouſneſſe of God to his peo- 


ple. Sv acethey allcompleate in him ; andin this —— 
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| # Faint with an eſtabliſhed beaft, 27 
neſſe of God, Saintsare juftifi-d at the throne of Gods juſtice, 
and taken upinto his boſom: of grace, for in union with Chriſt 


there: can be no condemnation, R»».. $. Thus doth free price in 
God accompliſh and finiſh ics worke of ſalvation for all his ele&t 


” through Chriſt, God doth this worke in Chriſt that ic might 


be all free grace, and that he might rake off all boating inthe 
creature by the Law of faith, Rows 3. 27. . whom he chooſeth 
from all eternity to be heires of glory ; he chooſerh them in 
Chriſt, Epheſ. 1 4. whom he calleth out of nature into his grace 
be calteth in Chrift, Rowe. 8. /arter end, Such as he redeemeth 
he redeemerh through Chriſt, and makes him to bee redemption 
ro-them ; 1 (or. t. 30. Rom. 3.2 Them which God juſtifies and 
makes righteous, he fuſt:fiech and maketh righteous in Chriſt, 
Rom. 4.25. 1 Cor. 1. 30. Rom. 10.344 Rom. 4. 25.Gal. 5. 4. 50 
-Chritt hee is made ſanRification to his peopke, 1Cor. 1,30. Row. 
8. 10. And when Saintsaretaken up into their flilneſſe of glory, 
then they reape the fulneſſe of their union with Chriſt, obs. 17. 
Jacter end, 7ohn 14.19. Row. 8, 17. So that this whole falva- 
tion is the worke and gift of Gods free grace wrought-in 
Chrift. ® 
Now thatit might be free grace in God, and onely free grace, 
which: begins, carries on, and perfeQts this worke of Salvation in 
all the partsand degrees of it; this is the will of God, That the 
hand which taketh, receiveth, applyeth, and appropriateth chis 
free gift of Gods grace to the fouls of his Ele&t body,ſhould bee 
the hand of fairh ; ſo that as it reignes in the ſoules of beleevers, 
ic might appeare to be of grace and not of workes, Rom. 3. 24. 
27. 1 fobn3. 23. eAnd this ic his Commandement that we fhonld 
beleeve 63 the name of his Sonne 7Feſws Chriſt ; The will of God 
appeares in his Commandement, and that is to beleeve in the 
name- of his Sonne Jeſus Chrift, to beleeve in Fefus as a Saviour 


. and a Redeemer, to ſave and redeeme his people fromeheir — ; 


Harthew 1.21. And foe ſhall bring forth a Sonne,and thou ſhalt 
call bis nam? Jeſus ; for he ſhall ſave his people from their finnes. 
This is to beleeve in the name of Jeſus, to beleevein Jeſus, as the 


L Saviour of his people from ther linnes;this is the will & comman- 


dement of God 5in this ſenſe in Scriptnre, we #re often faid to 

be juſtified by faith, Row. 5. 1. Therefore being juſtifird by faith, 

we have peace with Ged rhrongh onr Lord Jefms Chrift a 
E 2 —_ . 


Cf 


En _ 


Belerving in God doth : vAduant ” tage ER ©. 


by faitly 854 mericorious grace to merit juſtification, for theme - 
were of works which wouid deſtroy the nature of faich, and the | w 
defigne of Gods free grace, but by faith as an appropriating and © ne 
applying, hand to-lay bvJd onthe ſatyation of Gods free grate } n 

C 


. thrgugh Chriſt, in beſeeving of Gods Word and worke of Salva- | 
. fon;hy his free grace through Chriſt,ſo as to caſt the ſalvation of 
our eternal ſou;es upon Gdds free grace, inthe ſatisfation and Za: 
redemption of Chriſt- therefore Juſtified by faith, we have peace 38 
with God, throughioor Lord JelusChriſt ; That is, by faith laying Ja! 
hold on Jeſus Chriſt as our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ſb-the-ſoule comes Ytc 
to be at peace with God, and to finde God to be reconciled to ir, It! 
and is thus jultified-in-its'owne boſome by beleevingin Chriſt, FÞ: 
thac-is, the ſoule doth now beleeve all that God hath ſaid con. Y fi 
cerning Chriſt, and. what Chriſt hath done and ſuffered for ſin- I th 
ners, and doth by faith apply, and appropriate this to irſelfe, my | 
Lord Jeſus Chrift, faich a believing ſoule, whom God made to be || in 
ſin for me,that I'might be maderthe righteouſnes,of God in him, -& £1 
upon whom God hath layd all my iniquities, & the chaſtiſements 7} W 
due to my ſits, & by whoſe firipes we are healed ; So that now I | fo 
ſtand compmleate before God in him.Thus by believing and appro- I 1N 
priatiog Chriſt to our owne ſouls, we come to be juſtified-in oue || L: 
own-ſpirits, and to be at peace with God, in believing God to be I fu 
at peace with us,we come to beat peace with him-;rhat is,al! hard. {1y 
thoughts of God they are gone with unteliefe, now the ſoule Þ t 
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beleeverh in God through-Chrift, it findeth God to be a gracious: | 
loving, reconciled Father, and is now at peace with God, or at. 
peace in God, full of peace by beleeving in God through Chriſt, | 
this is the juſtification chat faith giveth the ſoule, it lives upon the: | 
peace of Godin. Jeſus Chrift, and quiets the ſoule in this, that: | 
God is at peace with it through Jeſus Chrift, and in this ſenſe 3® 
through the wbole Booke of God, wee mult underſtand thoſe # 
- Scriptures wherein it is ſaid we are juſtified by faith, Gal.'2. 16, F 
K nowing that a man is not juſftified by the werkes of the Law, but by | 
the faith of Jeſus (brift, even wee have beleeved in Feſws (rift > | 
That is, knowiugthat God doth juſtifie all through Chriſt by | 
his free grace in beleeving, and not any by workes ; we doe be. 
leeve in his free grace through Chriſt, and: are thereby juſtifted, 
not. af workes ; no, not by faith as a grace, for then by -workes, 
bur of his grace through Chriſt, laid. hold. on and apply by _ . F* 
C&}F : 
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"4 Saint with an eſtebhſhed heart. . © & 2g 


;e {the Apoſtle Paw in Row. 3, 22, Even the righteouſneſſe of Gas 
8 wbich.«s by faith of feſius Chriſt unto oll that beleeve,the righteqs 

$ neffe of G of God 

1 ae - Chriſt oug righrteouſneſſe, which righteousneſfe of Ged 


ouſ- 
od is the grace of God in Chriſt, -or the prace of God 


7 by Jeſus Chriſt we apply to our ſelves by belceving in the grace of 
3 God which hath made Chriſt our righteouſneſſe, and in Chriſt 


as he is made righteouſneſfe to us, righteouſneſſe is the gift of - 


Z grace, but if faith as an act in us could juſtifie us,then righteouſceſs 
Fand juſtification would not be of grace, bur as faith is only a band 
Fto lay hold on Chriſt the righteouſneſſe of Gods free grace, and 


 Frhis faith the gift of GoJ, nor of our ſelves, Epheſ. 2. &. Soir 


hath its place and worke in the great deſigne of God, the Salva- 
I tion of his free grace : So om. 10. 4. For (hriſt # the endof 
9 the law for righteouſneſs one that believeth. The holy Ghoſt 


# doth nor there ſay, thafl 


eeving which is-a worke of grace 


in the ſoule, the ſoule doth put an end to the Law, that is, .ſa- 


# tisfie it, and make it ſelfe righteous ; no, for then righteg 
would be of the Law, but Chriſt he hath put an end to the Law 


eſſe 


for righteouſneſſe to every one that believeth;that is,by believing 
in Chriſt as our righteouſneſle, there is an end put to the Law,the 
Law is nq righteouſneſle, but. Chrift is righteouſneſſe, and the 


J co the ſoule whom is Gods righteouſneſſe, and the fulfiller 0 
* this Law for all that ſo beleeve on him : Beleevers ſhould be ex- 


fulfiller of the Law for all that thus beleeve on him ; faithgg 0 
ly the hand to lay hold of, op to appropriate and apply | 


ceeding tender of preſerving the glory of Gods grace, for itis by 


| grace that we are faved,& only of grace that we are what we are; 


5 > 


' + | 


and for this very cauſe was faith made the hand to lay hold on 
grace; grace in Godhath not made a band to deſtroy it ſelfe,, 


Iwe muſt be very watchfull in this thing, and make the grace of 
-ZGod to be the tryall of faith, for that faith cannot 
Fwhich doth not advance the free grace of God; the higheſt pirch 
2 of faith in which it is very glorious, is to apply the grace of God 
Zto the ſoule, and to caſt the ſoule upot#the free grace of God, to- 
Junſelfe the creature,to trample its beſt workes under feet as droſſe 


crue. 


and dung, and reltiog fill inthe grace of God through Chriſt, 
deſiring ooely to be found in him, Nor having our owne righteouſ-, 
meſſe, which us of the Law; but that which « thro-yh the faithof 


I Chritf, the rightcouſneſſe which is of Gad by faith, Phil, 3 8,9.True 
Is ith, 


*#D . Behcv'ng in God doth Advantage 

faith ic fifts up tee grace in God, by. feeking his righteouſneſk 

by fairh ; T Igher bur to be a band to receive the pife 

of grace {, Gods righteoulneſſe, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt.) — 7; 

"he xrue worke of faith. in the ſoule is to. bring in Chriſt, and 

caſt..out, the Law as. that,Schoole-M:ſter which kept the ſoute 
un yy ii. Chriſt came, and togequaint the ſouleghatir ivh. 
a Childeiof God through Chriſt Jeſus, Gal. 3. 25, 26. and that? Ls 
in Chriſt ic hath everlaſting life, Jobs 6 40. 47. Thus beleevingy;. 
An Chriſt the ſoule is ftrengchened in the inward man, Chriſty; 
«dwelling in the heart by faich, Epbeſ, 3. 16; 17. andeftabliſhingF,, 
the ſoflle. in its unjon with Chriſt, thac ſoufe which beleeverh in, ;.. 
-Chrift as the.gift of Gods free grace, in whom God giveth eter-g,o 
nall life, hath che witneſle in himſ 7oby. 5.10, 11. He 
fealed up to the love of God, in the record of Gad;. 
thac faith, he. loverh it freely an iven Chriſt for it, now 
the. ſqule' beleeves this word of God, and reſts upon it, takevh;; 
God Ford for its eternall. ſalvation ; this is the true office off. 
faith in rhe; ſoule..tolay hold of the Salvation of Gods free graceJq; 
+n_Chnit declared by bis word, and to apply and appropriate ity ,,, 
to.it.ſelfe, ſo as to reſt and depend wholy upon it for Salvario 
and berein the ſonle eomes.co have the witneſſe within its ſelfe, & 


biteving this on the Sonne of God : That ic mighc appeare 
be the will of God that all whictvare ſaved of his tree grace by, 
"Chriſt, ſhould be made partakers of this Salvation in themſelves 
by beleeving in him, and the ſalvation of his grace. I ſhall offer 
wo ings ro confideration. z. | 
Firſt, The Covenant of Gods free grace. Th 
Avg ſecondly, The promulgation and ſpreading abroad of the 
Ne , . 


Firſt, Gods Covenant of free grace in fer. 31. 31, 32, 33,34» 
and Heb. 8.8.9,10 11,12. 1h which God doth freely ingage him-Sey 
ſelfe, To be our God, and that we ſhall be his people, to put bis Law! ey 
in our inward parts, and write it in or bearts, that all hs people g,y 
foall know him from the leaft to the greateſt, and that he will forgive gg 
their iniquity, and remember thejr ſinnes no wore , Io this Covenant ng 
God wraps up all the parts of the ſalvation of his free grace, and of 
doth fully oblige himſelfe-to chem all: Now whar is the reaſoniSne. 
that God doth chus oblige himlelfe y Karr it is becauſe ofic | 
bimicife, that he might not gee back from his defigne of grace tofigy 

His people? - | No: 


4 Saint with an eflabliſÞed beart, _ 31 
ell} 140, he is God char changes nor, an immbeable God, Namb> 
2006 3. 19. God from-everlaſting to everlaſting, ?/2/. 90.2,But God 
| rakes this Covenant for. our fake, that we tight belceve in him 
ndG. a God of grace, anda fairhful God ,' the bly Ghoſt argues 
ofeB;,os, he refierh us thar a-fairhfulfmon-will keepe his Coytnant, 
 9Snch more God ; ge rs yp Serene Whey rrcwheneer 
Nathis Covenant of grace, that you migtirbeleeve he will thake 
Ris Covenan, So isa fairhfull God; Grd obhgeth his owe 
rt :chfufneſfe in a Covenant of grace that his people might have 
SYoch his grace and his fairhfulneffe for'a foundation of their 
UNE ih, God will be beleeved by bis people,” and thereforehecth- 
ery himſclfe as a faichfull gracious God'; to the faich of his 
ople,. ſayes. God, I will pardon 'your finnes and remember 
ad, V.; no more, I will pac my Law in'your hearts, the Law of 
OWihe ſpirit of hife in Chriſt-Jefus, and I will be your God, and you 
KeYFhall be my people; beleeve al-this,'for Iwilldoe it faith God: 
'OIF. the fairhfull, the gracious and omnipotent God, I chat am 
edmniporent who: can hinder me, T-ebit am: gracious,” fo that 
our finnes canbe no barre; nay, I thar awfaithfull #nd/carmot 
ye nor repent, E have fpoken it and I will make it good, what 
; the meaning of all rhis> burthat we ſhould beleeve the faith: 
ill word of ougfaſthfull and gracious God: he will oblige hs 
we faithfulne ſy way of Covenant, that wee mighr beleeve. 
the free ſalvation of his owne grace made out in that Cove- 


ant. . 
Secondly, Confider what is Gods end in the promulgation,and” 
>:eading abroad of the Goſpel. 
8 It is not:that his people. ſhould beleeve in the ſalvation of his: 
wne Faces why is Chriſt pleaſed to be the way of Gods ſalva« 


an to his people of his owne _—_ ſo that whom ever be- 
Keverh thus on. bim, hath everlaſting life, Fob» 6. 47. Bur thiar 
Bey might belecve-and be faved by him, 29. verſe, Thu « rhe 
Pe orks of God thar yee beleeve on him that he hath ſent; Thisig the: 
nd of the Goſpel, forit is the effe&of ir, where it workes'ſa-- 
KTngly, this is Gods worke, or che worke of his fpiricinthe- 
ntSoſpel,.to make ſoules beleeve in Feſus Chriſt whom hee bactr: / 
"Snot, when Chriſt ſem: forth bis Diſciples to preach the Gol. 
ci, bedire&ts. them tothe loſtfheepe of the houſe of 7/rael; and 
k. > LP 2 * 


—_ LES; 


22. ' Belceving- in Coddoth: Advantege 
hand, Marth. 20. 6,7: That is, goe to poore loſt ſoukes in the n 
ſelves, and tell them that the Salvation of Gods free grace is at 
_ « hand, iris neere to thern, ic ſeekes them, and ſaveth them freely ; 
but what is the end of this, onelythat the hiſtory of Chriſt might 
come t0.thele loft ſoules;; -no ſure, that is not e for loſt 
ſheepe, but that they might beleeve in the ſalvation of Gods free /* 
- grace and be ſaved, and for this end hath God preſerved his 
M oſpel in the World, and made it to proſper, - againſt all the 5 
E power and malice of Saran and his inſtruments, chat 'thereby his 2 - 
people might heare the glad tydings of ſalvation by free grace in 3 
Chaiſt, and in the beleeving of it be ſaved and eſtabliſhed, 7obn 3 
6, 40. T bis ts the will af bim that ſent me that every one which ſeeth © 
the Sonne and beleeveth on him may have everlaſting life ; Itis not? 
onely a bare hearing or ſeeing of Chriſt in the fleſh, but belicvids 
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| on him, . that makes Chriſt to be everlaſting lite to the ſoule ; i t 
E- _ and this is the end of Godinthe Goſpel, that ſoules might have F 1 
everlaſting life, through beleeving in Chriſt; it is faith in the F r 
foules offi ple that God intends both by giving the Goſpel F i 
to the World, and preſerving it in the World ; So that for theſe |} « 
two reaſons, which might have bin exceedingly more inlarged, it || « 
doth appeare, That this is the will of Godin keeping his falva- || a 
tidh to be wholy the worke of his grace; th e hand which} 't 
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received and applyeth it ſhould be a hand of which isthe | 
' worke of his own free grace in the ſou]. wo THY 
Thus farre I bave hed forth matter for faith in the ſoules of 
beleevers to reſt on for eſtabliſhment in the poynt of ſalvation} 
by ſhewing, in ſome of Geds Attributes what he js in himſelfe, | 
and what the deſigne of his free grace is, inthe ſalvation of fin- j 
ners, ©... | | | | 
My. intention isto hold out more matter for faith to takein, } 
before give the arguments for Faith ,or motives to Faith, 4 
Now I finde this by my ſelfe, and others ; that feares and + 
doubtings in the ſoule, next to its own ſalvation, is about the | 
Church and people of God on earth, how it will fare with-them, 
and therefore I ſhall in the next place take that into conſiderati- 


on, . _ 
You ſhall heare poore ſoules that love Chriſt and his pedple. 

but are weake in faith, make theſe ſad complaints; ' Othe pqore 

Church and people of Chriſt, what will become of them ;zthemul- 
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multitudes of the World . they hate1them, ſv that they ule alt 
their power and-policy to ruine and deſtroy chem ,- Prifees of 
y ;{ the Earth joyne themſelves together and'take counſel | agai 
them,if any in-power own them, iris bug a little naimber; agd cbey 
oft # bur for a lictle time, we finde them- men fabjeR'ro temptations 
his 3}. men in power a confidence in - Gods people concerning 
he & them, - til fairer advantagesare offered by Satan in a temptation 
his 2 xo their fleſh, and then they prove falſe to former promiſes &nd 
in 3 ondvealitheir beginnings of good,» by ſetting open the Flood- 
bn 7 gates of evil and tyranny upon the Church and people of God 
th Satan ſheweth them the World, they are taken with the tempta- 
# coo fall downe and worſhip him ; and if Gods pevple will not 
Fo doe ſo to2, then then the furnace muſt be heat ſeaven times hotter 
> - & then before;and if they deſire to goe into the Wildernefſe ro wor- 
ve} ſhipthe Lord their God, then they are tdle,” the Tack-maſters 
he F muſt increaſe cheir worke ; fo char truly ſayes this poore bleed- 
el | ing heart, ifa man have any thing more then a- raked profeſlion 
ſe f ot Religion, in ſuch a formethar wil ” be turned by every” blaſt 
ir | of power from men, he is then taken for & SeRary, an Heritique, 
a- | andanenemy to:Ceſar ; So that not * onely the ignorant multi- 
cl'J rude but even Authority it ſelfe, whith Sonld privct? rhemk'is fer 
he | againſt chem : Now helpe Lordj ſayes theſeaflited Spirits, good 
and goodly men they ceaſe, for thefairhfull fall among the children of 
df | wen : They ſpeaks vanity every one with his neighbour with flateer+ 
n_ |. ing lips and with a double heart doe wedle «ke :'So thar all world- 
i ly men, who are much thegreater mmber, arecither open- or 
n= & private enemies to the Church and! pebple' of God-; therefore 
$ words are but the fleſhly policy of cheir falfe hearrs, the miſchiefe 
n, F lyesat the root; ſo that what'ever the. Serpent brew'd, proves, 
2 their buſineſſe is to bruiſe the heele of the* Woman, Chrift in his 
& Church and ptople ; So that indeed, the condition of Gods 
jy Church and geople in the World is very fad, they area Lillys- 
In, enenies citber open or private-round about 
| x Bas HEM 7 4428 y 
[tis ſo-poore heart > Why then looke up with an eye of faith, 
3-341 meafalſe, yer Godis trii6 ; witnot the powers on earth 
re be Kindeto-Zion, doe they neple& their duty to prote' th 
1-8 praile-worthy ; Yet feare not, _ wil be kinde and: 
-* STC | .**. £00, 
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Eelievirig in God doth Advimtage- 

coo, he is Lord of Lords, anJ King of Kings, all che powers in þ 
Hexvea and Earth mult obey him, for thy inconragement, and 7 
matter for thy taith to build on to the citabliſhment of thy ſpis | 
ric,” take into thy boſome, and ſercouſly | confider what fol- | 
FOWwes. | : 
Firſt, conſider Gods intereſt in his people ; J/a. 43. 1 Bur R 
mow thus ſaith the Lord that created thee, O Jacob, and ke that far # 
med thee Olfrael, feare nor, for 1 have redeemed thee, 1 bave cal |} 
led thee by my Name, thuu art mine. Obſerve the end. of Godin Z 
this Scripture is to keepe up his peoples. hearts: above feare, and © 
the way God taketh is this, to let them know his intereſts in # 
them ; why faves God, ] have not only created thee, but Jhave 
redeemed thee alſo, thou baſt not only my firſt but alſo my ſe- | 
cond creation upon thee, the new creature; thou art my redee. | 
med one, my image, fo that thou beareſt my name, thy ene. | 
myes looke upon thee as the redeemed of the Lord, thou beareſt I 
my Name,and rhowwrt minc, my intereſt, thou arc facob wy ſer- | 
want . and ljracl whom I have choſen Marke the Scrip:ures, Thou 

art my choſen intereſt, my redeemed intereſt, my new © created! 
;ntereft, my ſervant whom-1 have choſen to beare- my name, thus | 
art thou mine, Now why ſhouldeſt thou feare ?Doeſt thou thinke I 
will 1* my name be blotted out? I am God not man, I cannot | 
Iye, ] cannot. be changeable ; if I chooſe thee to love thee, to-Þ 
make thee my redeemed one, upon whom 1 will: ingrave my | 
Name, as-a boly God: in the new creature, and ſo proclaime-# 
thee to the World to be mine ; I will nevercaſt thee off apaine, 
nor out of my love and care ; thouart mine, and I am thice. my # 
Jove thine, I. am thine as I am a God offree grace in Chriſt, & 3 
am thine, my power is thine ; that is, it isall for thee, asI am 2n | 
Oamniporent, Almighty, alſufficient, and Eternall God, ſo am 

I thy God, therefore feare not ; none can pluck thee out of my: - 
hands; Gods Church and people are hig inhericance, Zach 2. 2 
12. And the Lord ſpall inhertte fndah bis portion in the boly Land; ©; 
Gods people are his inheritance in-thee- Land where they are. | 
:God ſo accounts of them, thatis, though Heaven and Earth''be 

the Lords, yet he counts his peopie iis igherirance;, that which 

he moſt loves and priſerh ; ſo that hee will never caſt them off 
aor deſtroy them-;God uſeth thele tearmes meerely to ſpeake to 
gy capacicy, that he might tell us we are to bim, thatwhich well 
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3-count'moſt deare to us, fo as never to part with ther, Þ:t to 

7 ue our utmoit power to preſerve and keepe them, as our Name, 
and our Inberitance, we are exceedingtender of theſe, and doe 
oyr ntmoſt eo preſerve them; ſalayes God, my Church and 
people are to mee exceeding deare, as terder as the apple!of my 

2 eye, all my power ſhall preſerve them, they are my Name and 
{ my Heiiragez nay the Church and people cf God is Gods habi- 
2 t«tionand his dwelling place, rot asa cenfines Gud, but as a glo- 
in F rious God and loving Father,  Zz:kj4/ 37, 26,27, 28. God {«- * 
4 wenants to ſet bu Sanftuary and by Tabernacle in the midſt of his 
in 4 people for evermore: That is, I will dwell amonglt you forever, 
4 you:thall bz my delight, and my habitation for evermore, 7 will 

1 walke among you, ayes God, and will be yorntr God,and you ſhall be 

» & 3:3 people. Levit. 26. 12. Tamyour God yopu are my intercſt, 1 
will live in you and walke amonglt you, as in my Heritage, and 

the people which I bave choſen to beare my Name, fo the Apo- 

{tte P.4«l wricirg to the Church of God at Corinth, 2 Cor. 6. 16. 
telleth-ihem that they are the Temple of the living God, the people 
whom (God hath choſen to dwell in, and to walke in them as their God, , 
and they. 4s huipeople , Welee then his is the Churches intereſt 

ia Go1, they are his-people whom he ownes for his, dwelleth in 
them, ſets his Sanctuiry ard his Tabernacle in the mid(t «f chem, 
walkes with them, puts his Name upon them, makes them his 
oxne Inheritance, and is astender of th-m as of the apple of his 
eye ;,and this God dectares to his Church and people that they 
fhould not feare, for bee hath power enovgh. to. preſerve.bis 
owneinterelt, and love enough to a-:{wer all their wants.; Gods 
people they are the ſheep ot his paſture P/a/m 1co. He feedes 
gad keepes them, as his owne preuliarinteaelt, the children of 
Zion finde.bregd enough.in their Fathers houle, P/al as 1 3.4. laſt. 

T he Lord that made Heaven and Earth bliſſe theennr of Zion z Asit 

the Pſalmiſt, had ſaid, Ged as a God of blellings dwelleth in 
Zion, that is. his heritage, his throne where he ſits ard ble(leth ; 
Sqinthe 246 Pſalm jait. The L:ird that reignes for ever, even the 
God of Zion, and the 147 P/alm,12. Praiſe hn ed. Frente 
Lead us, for ever thy. God O, Zioa;£herefore praile-him , this. .is 


- 


Godsinterelt, beis the God of Zion, and ſo hereignes br.ever; 


- 


there he wraps up the glory of bis grace, and there be, rignes in. 


Believing in God doth £dvamtage 


oreat eftabliſiiment to qur ſouls concerning the Church and peo-' hy 
pleof God though in the wilderneſſe, amongſt raven2us beaſts, 
a6d tubcile foxes that ſeekes to deftroy-the tender vings ; yet even: by 
herechey are Gods intereſt; his toheritance, his choſen and re-» ® 

deeined ones, in whom be dwelleth,” and amonyſt theſe poldery hi 
Candleſticks he walke, ſo that his Church and people are cex- T 
rainly fafe as they are chus his intereſt. : 

- But as if this were not enough to our doubting unbeleevin 
hearts, ſee how God hath engaged his faichfulnefſe co his Church 
and people by way of Covenant, beſides the firſt making of his 4 
Covenant of grace in the 31. fer. and Hebr.. Obſerve how he | 
followeth it, 1/a.59.20,21. And the Redeemer ſhall come to Zion, | 
and unto them that turne from tranſgreſſion in Jacob ſaith the Lord, | 

As for me this # my Covenant with themi ſaith the Lord, My ſpiris | 
thatis upon thee, & my words which I put tn thy month,ſhal not depart L 
ont of thy month, nor out of the mouth of thy ſeede, nor out of the * 
mouth of thy ſeedes ſeede, ſaith the Lord from henceforth and for ever. Þ! 
This is Gods Covenant of giving Chriſt and his Spirit to his 1 
Churchand' people, that fo he might preſerve his intereſt iv F# 
them for ever ; he makes his Covenant in Chriſt, that it might be * 
an everlaſting Covenint, and that believers might plead bis owne |} 
Covenant before him in Chriſt, So in P/alm 89. 34,35,36. My | 
Covenant will I not breake , nor alter the thing that ts gone unt of my 1 
lips. Once have I ſworne by my holineſſe that 1 will not lye unto Da« | 
vid. His ſeede ſhall endure for ever, and his Throne as the Sun bes 
fare me. By David here is meant Chriſt; God makes a Cove- 
nant and an Oath in Chrift, that his ſeede, his Elet, Gods 
Intereſt, his Church and people, ſhall endure and Rtand before Wi 
him for ever : God makes his Covenant to ſtrengthen faith'in his * 
Churcti-and people, that wee might argue thus, - Godis an infi- 
nite, pore, faithfull, and unchangeable God : ſo that what he #0 
covenants and ſwears to, mult certainly be, not one tittle of iv 
his word can -— becauſe w is , OT. and his faith- Þ! 
fulcefſe hehath freely engaged to his Church and people by'Co» # 
600 for the etabliſhwene of heir ſoules. T% bh 

In the next place, conſider Gods care of his Chnrch and pegs 
ple, ' and hixpromiſes to them, in which he declares his intereff 
1 them. 11 7/4.43.2,3. # hey thou paſſeſt through the waters I wit if 
be with thee, exsl-through the rivers, they hall net overflow =_— }! 
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4- Saint. with an eflabliſhed heart. 
Sr 4ex tho walkeſt through the fire, thou ſhalt nor be burned ftither 
, al the flame kindle upon thee, for 1 am the Laird thy God, the boly- 
*n- xc of {/racl, thy Sevznr. ro) 
- Z Obſerve Ggdscare of his Church, they ſhall\got poe without: 
; Hhim:.andcbea che effe& of his preſence. though they go througtr, 
Rangers, yer in Gods care and preſence they ſhall be preſerved: 
from all danger and ruine : God preferveth chem as his - owne 
@tercfſt ; though they goe through deepe waters, even rivets, yet 
they ſhall.not overflow them ; God keepes their heads above wa- 
Fer, he will not let his owne intereſt- ſincke , though they walke 
through the fire ; yer God preſerveth his incereſt from burning 
and conſuming : This care over his Church» and people God doth: 
Engage bim(clte to by promiſe ; thus God engagethy his faithful- 
FIelſle, chat he wil preſerve his one intereſt in the. World, his: 
*Church-and faithfyll people; both which, his 5»zereſt, and his 
Taithfulnefſe are ſtrong arguments to faith, and God maketh his 
. Þ{eofthem. Feare not ( layes God) 1 amwith thee, verl 5,. SO 
| In che riext Chapter, beg. Feare meÞO facob my ſervant, and Feſu- 
Fm whom 1 bave choſen, for I will give you water 'when you thirit 
3nd poure my Sririt upon your ſeede. And ſo goes on, making promi- 
Jes to his people aud comforting them in their intereſt in him; [ ans 
Your God, and your Redeemer, the holy one of Iſrael, beſides me there 
3 uo God, If I ſay I will preſerve you,none can hurt you, for beſides, 
Jue there is no God : I that am your God, am the only God, & 
That am this will preſerve you in all dangers as my own intereſt, F 
vill not leave you in fire or water ; that is, not in any danger: 
Jo God ſpeaks comfortably to Zin, in 1/a.51.3. Heſaith, he 
; Fill comfort all her waſt places, & he wil make her wilderneſs like 
'Eden,and her. defart like the garden of the Lord; joy and gladneſs - 
 FJhall be found therein, thankſgiving and the voyce of y.God 
; For his Churcbes comfort doth engage himſelf to make her fruit- 
* i#oll-ip her moſt barren places, and ir ſhall. bethe fruit of joy and 
;Sladneſſe: She ſhall be fruitfull as the garden of the Lord, and 
an the Spirit.of the Lord, and che: fruits of that Spirit: ſhalli be 
Fhankefulneſſe and a voyce of meladyto:the Lord. Here is God 
fill mainegining hisowneintercſt in his people, /inall bis.care- 04 
ver his Church and people, 8 in his promiſes tothem, therefore 
fearenot, - for the intereſt of -God hath God for its intereſt. | So 
c in Exch, 34-20. tothe end z there Ted makes many a m_—_ 
6 promiſe: 


JMI 


Felieving is God doth" 4dvintigt 

promiſe to his.people, and expreſſeth much of his care over ehem"*2 
and what a defence he wil: be to1hem : S1y2s Ged, I will be judg} 
betweene Cattle and Cattle, / will ſave my cwne flicke they ſhall mY © 
wore be a prey to theſe proud cattell nhich thy»ſt - with the fide 8) 
ſbinlder; But fayes God, / wil /tt a ſhephrard over them, my [ervant 
David( which is Chit ) and he hall feede them, be ſhall be their 
ſhepheard,c+ 1 will be their Grd, yea,Chriſt ſhall be a Prince amen! Mn 
rhem, ['the Loyd have ſpoken it. And 1 will male a Conenant if 
peace withrhebraſts of the field, ſo that they ſhall dwell [afely in the 8 
wilderreſſe, and ſleepe in the woes, and all abcint © them ſhall be a 3” 
bleſſing to them ;T bus ſhall they k; cw that I am with them,anl that I 
they are my pe: ple and the ſlicks of my paſture ſaith the Lord God, 7 

| Here isa bundle of promites, all tult of :mercies, -potdneſle, 1 
care, ajid providence from:God;' whar is the ireiſch of all this ?4 
why layes. God, they are my proplet My intetelt isinithem! they} 
are the ſheepe of my paſture, 'therefore Chrift ſh] be their ſhep-! 
beard:ard their Pri:-ce. te ſha;l take care of them, and rule over} 
chem witli righteouſneſſe : Doe you chinke that I am carel ſle of} 
riy.people; my-intereſt in the: world; for Ibave given them af © 
Peincevof power.cand- rigfiteonſrefſe to; rufe over them,:and to] P: 
take care of them; even:Jeſns Chriſt, who ſha!l feed them and pre- # 
ſervethem as the'ſheep of my palture. So hkewiſein 1/a. 4.5,9. * © 
God promiſes to be a defence aboxt all the glory of Ziox,to be to them © 
4 4pilarof cloud by aay, and of fire by night ; 10 be a tabernacle, a 
reſwgecand u covering. = them from heate and ftormes' This is the Y © 
fruies«frbeKingdome of Chritt; ir was Gods care in ' 'makivg | 
him King over his Church ; that chey might not only be govec-R * 
ned in-righteouſneſſe bur alſo preſerved by his power, and in 
lim baig adefence about all their glory. ' Ho/ea't4. 4:God primi-'? 
ſeebtd heaterhriberk_ ſliding of 623 people, to liwt them frecty Tis 2 
is: a precious promiſe irdeed; tharGads free fove will hea'e'tthe' 2 
backe-thidirgs of bispeople; it is aſigne he will keep hisinterelt' 7 
inthe, ifheloverh them freely, ard that' free love doth fan! 
Qifieehitm;;a0d:beale their beck- litings'4. nay God dothproc'% 
miſe ra dos if, forthat bis people may: pleat his raiſe vo rinid | 
whenthey filidetheir owne wants} See what care Godit#kes  'of | | 
bis Chutch and'peoplevhem be loveth freely, 1/a.' 25. 3. Jthe'Y- 
Leird dir keeps it,'] will water it every nibment left any has t +, Twill 
keepe ir day and might; See whateare;God takes of his Vioeyard;'f 
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9 Saint w.th an efta"l:fh:d heart. 
to keepe it day and night, fo that none can hurt it, and ed- was 
'Bterit every moment, that it may be very fruirfull in the ſpirir 2 
4 2 God will make bis Vineyard holy, it is his owne; he will mani- 
T jeſt his intereſt in making it like bim; and then he will preſerve 


'S® 

© OF. : 

: fhet Ft as iis owne, never leave nor forſake them, . keepe them day 
be;, and night face ia his free loveand proteion, ſo that not any 


1 hall have power to hurt them,, Wicked men though very indus 
g Utrious, carnot be fo watchfull ro harme the people of Gud, as 


t of 4 : : 

, - $God is to keepe them ſrom-{:arm ; he.is a God that neither lum- 
þ. , Abers nor ſleeps, he takes care of his people day and night, yea 
" Fevery momeat, there is no feare that he will looſe his intereſt for 


Zwant ofcare, nor can he looſe them for want of power , for be 
Fis an infinite omnipotent God, and there is.no God beſides him, 
Jcherefore careand paweria God is ſa e defence to all his peoples 
Cplory, who ace his intereſt, 1/a. 30. 18. The Lird waites to be gra- 
Þ cious to bus people. ASif he had ſaid, God Rayes for opportunities 
7 co doe his people good in, his hezrt and band is ſull of mercies, 
7 and hee waites to ſhew forth the riches of his grace to them:God 
| chere exalcs bimſelfe to ſhew mercy to his people : And the Proe 
7 phet David makes this ground to exhort Prinees to give:g/ory.t0 
{ God, by reaſon of his power and protection to his people, in P/, 
7 29.20,11.T he Lord ſitteth upon the flood(ſaith he ) yea,the Lord jjt- 
7 tech King for ever, the Lord will give ſtrength to his pucple, the Lird 
7 will bis bis people with peace. It 18. the Lord that is King, it is he 
that reignes, and only can blefle with peace ; and whom will he 
Z thus bleſſe> why, his people, his inheritance in the-world, , there- 
fore Princes and earthly powers commit folly to thinke they can 
7 curſe where he will bleſle ; for the Lord forteth King. for ever , and: 
7 all earthly powers are made by him, and for to be his footſtoole, 
3 ſothat he can kicke them downe when he plesſeth ; and if they 
3 meddle with. his anointed choſen. heritage , hee will. reprove 
7 Kings for their ſakes ; That.is, as they are his foote ſtool, ſo beg 
25 will trample them. to duſt, if they rouch the apple of bis eyes 
7 God will preſerve hisintereſt, his people, when as. lie ſhall-turne 
;} the world to its firſt lump. of darkneſle,. and'were it not for this 
Z bis intereſt that is in the world,the world would ſoon have a peri- 
8 od.Andin P[.212.6. Szrely(layes David)s good max be [hall not be 
aoved for ever the righteous ſhal be had ineverlaſting remembrancg. 
Kr is the righteous. man. that. is. Gods 3uteref, whom he bath: 
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Believing is God doth Advantage 
in everlaſting remembrance of mercy. So in P/a/. 125. 1, Thy 
that truft in the Lord ſpall be as Mount Ziow, which cannot be mo 
_—_— abiderh for ever.Mount Zion,that is,the Church & people 
of God, which isGods intereſt, it cannot be moved this mou 
taine cannever be overturned, it ts fixed in. God, he takes care 
, of it as that whereon he hath placed his Name, to abide for ever, 
./ Soin Pſal. 133. laſt. Upon the mountaines of Zion, there the Lord 
{:- commanded the bleſſing, even life for evermore. Zion'is the plac 
; iff where God commands his bleſlings & life for evrmore to dwell 
-. God dwells in Zion as a God of bleſſings, & the life of his Church® 
',* andpeoplefor evermore, P/alm 147.2, 3. The Lord doth buill® 
/ wp Feruſalemhe gathereth rogetber the ont-caſts of I[rael. He healeth; 
' thebroken in heart, and bindeth up their wounds. This is Gods 
care over his inheritance in the World, his choſen people, hee 
buildeth them up, and gathereth chem together, he healeth the 
brokenr-hearted, and bindeth up the wounded ; that is, he mas 
keth them what they are, and ſupplyech all their wants, hee 
makes them his people, and takes care of them as his people ; 
and upon this his intereſt he doth expoſtulate the caſe wich his 
people, how they ſhould thinke that he ſhould forget thera, 1/a, 
49.14,15,16. But Zion ſaith the Lord, hath forſaken mee, and my 
Lord bath forgotten me. Why ſayes God, can my people argue this 
thing with me? Can 4 mother forget ker ſucking child, that ſhe ſhould 
not have compaſſion on the ſonne of her wambe ? Tea, they may forget, 
get will I not forget thee. Behold I have graven thee upon the palmei® 
of mybands, thy walls are continually before me. Mark it, God puts}: 
the caſe as home as poſlible creature-affetioas could carry it ;K 
can a tender mother forget the ſonne of her wombe,and the child 
of her breaſt > Fyea it is poſſible, for ſhe is a creature : but what! 
then, Tam God, I will not forger my people; why ſayes God, 
you are my people, my' intereſt, I cannot forget you, /4ave gra- 
ven you upon the palmes of my bands.you are continually before me 
ou are engravenin my hands, and my heart'too, my eternalif” 
love hath done it, and eternity cannot wipe it out, you are ef; 
ver before me as wy intereſt, I can never forget you, my thoughrs 
Areever upon you for good, and my care isever over you for 
proteQion; my right hand is over you, and my left hand is under 
you, my loving kindnefſe doth embrace you for ever, you are 
. The jewelsT have choſen to glorificay free grace 0n to all _-—_ 
4 | 
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.pechaps have. found nieri>falſe + is.that'to:we 
hough they-ſhck 098 np My 9n- y0J6-hes My 
capms, topflers ety 
y 'nor-jucgs me: 'by men: i och rehate incereſt, -bur you DU are 
aref mite; | and/wheo'-they fJeight pad: trample you: under: {oy 
er. .cloſe with the World, thet:will feightandrremple then watler 
ord} footin »rhe ere that arg:my: peruſiarjngereſh, T 
acef) will not give wp: my people: whult of c<p: wy being; and lam 
_ NT LOL ny 
rch® me Ewiilkeep, my" ay:Djy or-jit is; 
v4) my erernalliovt and free gracechat, my people ſhall haye their 
bl | being oy me: nr ay me for [every {you 2'e: graven HI 
AY palmes of; my-h3nds; {05.:;everinore!;) you: are My peopie:tn 00> | 
s J venant;chetEleRt a1 choſen of my] geace;-th be my inhericagce 
the and dwelhvg place: for:every 1 Oper ply you, you-are ever 
na} before. me, you lye ip the. Wounds of Songe Jeſus Chrilt; and. 
heel you are righteous in) my Own eſſe; ſo that to forget 
le ;Yyou, were to forget -my :ſelfe ard Jokus:Cheidt, Lama fullcrea- 
his fury ofmercy and grace, and you-arejthe only veſſels, whog1 
[a fbave: choſenco fil; with 'werey; and. grace to ,thioke 
mylyouther Loan farget you; as you are-my; inberiranpce 4. fol have 
his] made my ſelfe your inhexicance,. and; youre fellow heires wich 
»1d{Chriſt,jsit-poſlible I can forget you} to, whom I have given my 
er ſelfe for,an zobericance ; no, I po opens penny ys 
heloves openfor '8yer, my; One gyape, pot is hs gates you, my 
w_ _ Set ve-is 40.7908:a08 m ouftrec hed arme of. power 
(Yo ag: , YOu if know '1 have not forgotten 
by harper cyemjest00, they ſhall know char youre 
hat! ny-intereſt, ho care is over you as my. choſen inheritance, 
4; hom. ] will p 4 in the! utter vine god -deftrucion- of 
ant pour SNEMTES, 462; | VT 
meſ-Bigody, beard. heamed Rharedh ang ,all- bis Hot ovenhowre 
7” ni; the Red. Sea; Jeocb; proclaime -this. to the '' World: ;.o 
- hoſe that- caſt \the.;.three - eminent,- children | of God. into- 
+.Mbe fiery Furnace, they were conſumed with: the blat,of 
fre; joe when the. Sainrs-of God: walked harmeletly in. 
33 1/a- deginni thergis a woe pronounced again 
= dos made;waſts and a fpovle of Gods people; and deale trea- 
_ tel wick the O—_— .God- will be uo evle 
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we wr yes God; oy _—_ -bring 
prev” ed (paſſe, you 2 (e Your 
_—_ EEO Por ow" ute 
"EA | will ſari 

ty Bbr' (Ve 4 Aero} prompt 
relfyou ilfgine 4 vaine thing," a©d/yottare al 
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this whiletnventing your own tuities; -youe ngage your ſelves to in 
certaine* us mevartcgred nn ſe our ſelves dgaitſtiny people d 
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If; 'King#'or Connſctls; you hall furely- be 
| ov br rn K due folly hi 
tt 
ble pevp etrdot/hrden You Ketrre? Wed of 
my intereſt yow would then te'h v7 
are you, 'or alſtheNations'ofthe Eareti.ro-me, topo hen 4 fi 
dropofe bucket; -& the ſmall thf#6f che balance; Twill peak tg] 


you in my wrath, and vex you in my Oey ohce 4 W 
couch my people" the appt Wenn of figes be by 
wiſe O yee Kings, 'and Hh oft Earel bl 
you thar make Lawes, wr you that reigne, take heed] th 
de wiſe; meddle not with-' \my Inheritance; Tam only King and m 
Law-maker thete;: it will be-your wiſdome td kiffe the Sonnef bc 
and toſerve him with-feare -apdtrembling;-bur if you icitrencl] hi 
upon” his Kingdome a>d'offentoneoftis lietts nes; ;Taffure,yo! 
ke will beangry, he is xalowe over them 'and bis 0m / glory, hi 
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ye i his ipgdothe," abt Yo Ltd ay td 
vy pi be*will ag, ah ah i 'O' Ritngs atid 
| fe you ſhall all pebth you ſhall never 
bring your deſignes to effe. od will Tl ip deſi ne to. per« 
fe&ion, which is your ruine and your en , When Chriſt isin- 
eat, trevched upon in his lory and” bis j evelle, "then is his wrath 
the] Lindled very hot, and then he ſhewes imifelle what- he'is int his 
ne yictory over hisenemics ; in a. 63. Then hecometh from Eltom 
4 with dyed garments, tained all over in the*blood of his ehemies, 
q this is the day of his vengeance, now be treads downe his ene- 
viiesin his anger, 'makes them '{irunke in his fury, and w_ 


14 down! chez the 6 cafth , thus doch Clift deftr 
A * 3: eveinies his Not "De bath an iorereſt i them as Aronty fr 
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0h Tn fel. Pens Ir is King of. his 'Chintch} the' government is 
and ypon his choalder. Iſaiah 9. 6. The Church is Chriſts Spouſe, 
N= Cart, 4.8, love, 1. She is the Lambs Wife, Rev. 19.7. The 
{ body of which. Chriſt is the head, Ephe/. v. 22 whe And Chriſt 
t diners i Saints and people to (Her ren,ind Siſtery, Mat. 

f 12.49, 
SLE Pf doe all theſe relations "nh but union witkt 
Chriſt > Cant: 2, 16. 2y beloved is mine aud 1 am bis andChrifts 
intereſt in his peopl ple ich. he will preſerve as bis glory- and 
&ied. E.will no his. Kingdome,' nor fuffer others co 
"Dc | roles Ve Rp of his Kivg gdothe: ih the! heatts of 
his Wk wa a gold aBnk £ ved, ik O'S} irit, he binds 
them to his commands' his words of love, and he proteats 
them from ruinio j $4 by their enemies kN | his Rod'of Iron, he 
1a will be ſute to pre rye] We Alagloens as A, =i/ / this: his glory 
hewill not give to another ; his Spa quſe' he will keep' as his 
ts delight, thee is the Wife Oh Before hi lþve, lits faire one,one 
off whom he bath made faire by his love, and Tovely*i tn hrs loveli- 
neſſe, compleatin him, e bath waſhed her 'clean- in his owne 
i blood, and bath made i life blood to, her, fo that 'ſhee liveth to 
z the glory of his grace, that ftreames in :his- blood ; Chriſt hath 
wake his er ſo TOTS his þlood, that it becomes his own 


| t: rift” havi purified'a body ' for. 
1 boy af enke ink ju Heka Wwthont 2h Mey forheis ſuch-a 
of head as can both purifie and preſerve his body ; yea, he isfach a 


head opp—_— of the ſufferings of his body, as Chriſt hath 
G2 Laken 


«© 


ugto.you of my peacefy 


taken hirpepl ings M be oa lore. Othay ſhall {i ales 


fin4e th oye1n #!1 thoſe ls 3 Ea 

King of loveto his Nokia a hisbind of love. ro his Spoul 4 
Joving head to his body + and all his Brethren and Siſters ſhall find 
him a Brother of love ? Nay he is a loving Redzemer,ſo-full of love: 
chat he hecame fin-for.us ro make ns Ra ; lo full of love char 
he would heare a}l che iripes dus'to our lies, fo that we might be 
healed in his firipes, __. | 

Whar-doe you argue from hence?' 


Why that he will never ceaſe to love his people, nor will he- | 


ever looſe his intereſt in them, or be failing of bis lovein any re- 


. lation to them ; be will etfainly Fees.) them alive for. whom: 
3. J. live, 1 lah -hrilt, » you live Yy. 
«fo, obo 14. 1 9.. You are.my. bg ody Iam you d; Thave life Þ; 


be hath dyed, tO give. life; Be: 


in my ſelfe and give life co my body ; ."forT. Unioegs: a-head coAa 


dead body, what life is in me 1s yous life, for that js your intereſt þ 

in'me, and this is ty glory and the glory of my, Fathers grace þ.. 

chrough's me, That whom, Sth hel eh is me hath es ep l fe, | 
a# 


Fobn 6, 47. "Now oy t mot your hearts be Þ 
believe.iu God, beiirve alſo 1 rqabyp Toby 14. 1. Believe: in oe 


chrough me,. I have an intereſt'in youas God hath, and Lwill'be F: 


very tender of it, for I dy edto purchaſe it, and Tlive to main- 

taine ' and preſerve it, at aſſure. your. ſel Ives as certaine a5 Iive 
ou live, L live that Fe a might haveetern all lie, ard that 
od in me may., | 


ingdomme; 4nd'of the righteouſneTTe of 
my reignein yor and overyou.;. cherefore conſider them, they 
are Gods promiſes made in me, nor one tictle of them ſhall fiile, 


upon God inthew,, for 
are Gods intereſt. 
through me,Fear not "little fk it is your Fat” ers 5 g00d pleaſu, eto 


will make;theng "all goodin me; you 


they are i gt pxepſitrintereſt ; _kake ther and lire ; 


give you the kingdome, the Kingdome of grace 4 of glory” of ei 


righteouſneſle and. peace, where nove ſhall ') 6A to diſturbe or 
deſtroy you. 
I intend here to gather: 0p: ſoine $ 


Abd: 


&s ragerher "which 


oldath forth chis righteous and. pac Fe of Chriſt: in 


the Earth. 
. Asfuſt, Tr, 23% 5,6. Behold, the as 6 come ſwirb ae Zord ths 


thoſe prothil $ Wi ich he hath made. 8 


mine, .andrhele-are 'Fqur incereſt in "God 


1 will: 


« Saint with an eſtabliſhed: keart: 46. | 

| 7 will raiſennts David a rigbteous branch, and.a King hat reigne q 

7 | andproſper, and ſhall execute judgement and juſtice in the Earth. 

# In his dayes Judah ſhall beſav:d,, aud 1ſrael ſhall dwell ſafely, 
| 44 this is his-name whereby he ſhall be called, THE L')/RD: OUR 

YR&IGHT OUS NES. Eras 

., This is apronuſe of the righteous 20d peacable Kingdome of 

Chritt, this righreous-brarnch and King inthe. Text is meant. of 

Thritt, for this is his Name; The- Lord our - righteowneſſe, which: 

- Yis Chritt, whom is a God-made righteouſneſſe.ro us, now behold 
Chriſt our King and righteouſneſle, his day- is come ſaith the 

> {Lord, when he ſball reigne in righteouſveſſe amongſt his people, 

' Jand ſh1ll execute judgement and juſtice in the Earth,. and.in his 

dayes ?udah ſhall be ſaved and /rae/ ſhall dwell ſafely,it ſhall be- 

a Kingdome of peace and fafety,. for the Lord,our righteouſneſle 

; fhall.reigne; a righteous reigne mult needs produce a. peacefull. 

"* IKingdome, thereiore Chriſt the righteous is called the Prince of 

: peace, when he ſhall execute his, judgement then. will juſtice be- 

\Pone, incche Earth ;. then Z»deh ſhall.be ſaved from the hands of 

_ he ſpoyler, and 1/7ae! ſhall be kept in AAfery : I, this will makea 

Kingdome 'of peace indeed,” and this is the peace. that Chriſt our 

ighteouſneſle will bring in the dayes of fiis glorious reigne a» 

. ; (mongft his- people: in tbe Eartb.. Sointhe 11. of:{/atab,.. from 

', to the-10. verſe, ,There. is a Propheſie of: the peaceable 
Lingdome, of the Branch out of the Root of 7eſſe, which branch 

; Is. Chriſt ; it is ſaid the Spirit of the Lord ſhall reſt upon bim, and 
t ſhall be a Spirit of Counſell, and might, and knowledge, and: 

7: Sbefeare of the Lord; ſotbat be thall judþe the poore with righ-- 
uſneſſe, andireprove with equity, for the mzek of the Earth : 
hat righteauſneſſe ſha!) be. his girdle, and faithfu'veſſe the gir- 
le of his reins : Now-obſerve what is the fruits of the, reigne - 
ftbis righteous King, why it is peace in all che holy Mountaine, 
either: Wolfe nor Leopard, Lion or Beare, Aſpe nor Cock- 
ice, ſbsll- hurt .or deftroy in any part of ic, but this King of 
ghteouſneſſe will make the Wolfe and the Lambe dwell coge- 

' Þergthe'Leopard co lye; downe with. the Kid, and; the Calfe 
ad-young Lion.together, and alictle child. ſball- lezd them.,; the 
ow and the Brare-with her:young onesta- feed and lye downe _ 
dgether; and the ſucking -child to play at the: hole of the Aſpe,®” 

, $nd:the weaned child .to- put. his hand into NECN : 

2. | at.: - 
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Believing in God, doth" Advantage 
What is the tearing ofall this > Why ivis' a: Giſetiption of thar 
kr een which the righceonfneſſe of. Chriſt" tn his reigne 
over the Earth, ſhall have upon che natures of his and his peoples 
Enemies, thoſe Beaſts of prey ; though they remaine Wolfes and 
' Leopards, Lions and Beares, Aſpes and Cockatrices, yer the | 
righteonineffe of his reigne ſhall be ſo glorious that ir ſhall chaine | 
up there devoriring nature and take off their ſtrength to miſchiefe; 
his righteous government ſhall over awe them, and be as a hooke | 
in their noſtrills, ſo that a young child, a little ſtrength ſhall 
tread chem, for the earth ſhall be full of the knowledge ofthe 
Eord, 'as the waters 'cover the Sea; /Ged ſhalt be' known'to þ 
reigne overall che Earth ; it ſhall be covered with the brightneſſe 
of his glory, his enemies ſhall know- and" tremble,” and his- peo- 
ple ſhall know and rejoyce : So the ſame Prophet in 7/x. 42. 
| beginning, ſpeaking of Chriſt, ſayes of him, A brai/edireed ſhall 
be wor break, and ſmoking flax ſpall he not quench: for he ſhall 
Sriyg forth judgement unto trurb, be ſhall judge andgive juidgement 
* truth, | Malt ſtt judgement tn the Barth,"and the Iſfes fon 
ate for his Law. OE LR VIGSUT 
'© He ſhall reipne and-command' the .whole earth, chey ſhall-a 
waite for his Law, and then ſhall the whole Earth be filled- with 
Judgement when the righteous child' Jeſus ſhall reigoe: Ss the 
POPE D434 ſpexkitg of the reigne of Chriſt, :urider $o/v-binl 
ns Y e, inthe 52. Pſalme 7. 100n't Inbs dayer fhaW the right fo 
Feous wiſh, and abonniance' of peace fa long -as the Sunne dud / 
Afeoon endurerh ; he ſha[l! have dominion from Seato Sea, unto thi ſh 
ends of the Earth, thoſe that dwell in the Wilderneſſe, the Beaſts off Þ 
prey, Bal bow downe to him, and hu enemies ſfhall-licks rhe duft $th 
CT. Jhall come in with their preſents, and offer gofts-to-bym-; '5e 
all Rings ſpall fall downe befare bins, all Nations fodll' ſeruehimgſet 
ant be ſhalt deliver the needy and poor, be ſhall redteme their ſouleg 
from deceite, his Name ſhall endure for tver , 'men ſhall be bleſſels © 
vn him;and all Nations ſoall call him bleſſed,the whole earth ſhall up 
Filled with bg ory. 5 y [19 11/931: 2/FnRe 
'Thaswilf Chaſ reighe in gag -and alb the Kingyme 
of the Earth'ſhall tremble- for their unrighreous reignes,''cheſſbic 
+ Thalf all come inand offer up their Ctownes'arid Scopters co" thuſſthie 
King of riphteonfhefſe, bow downe before him and lay alltheigot 
Power at his feet, and waite upon him for his Law, thenſhafſinz 
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4 Saint with an eſtabliſhed heart. 
theEarth rejoycerhattheLord reignes, and then ſhalfthe righ- 


deous'be pled" rhat-the King bf Zlos rules in'che* 


1d | reignesthenwill peate flouriſh like the Tree planted by the rivet 
Ne & ſide, char is alwayes green and flouriſheth ; When Chriſt comes 
ne | ro reignechus in the Earth, it muſt needs be peace, for then all his 
e, & people will be one, they will all. have but'one name; the Lords 
ke | ep nn written upon them ; Zacharsah 14. 9. And 
all 8 chi" Lordfball be'K ing over alFthe Earth , in that day ſpall there be 
he # ove Lird; aud bi;\Name' one; When the Lord thus reignes over 
to & thewhole Earth, his people will be one, then Names ſhall not di- 
ſſe # vide bis people; for they ſhalt all be knowne by bis Name, and 
0. betheir King”, *a holy Kingand a holy People; he ſhall be known 
2; || byibis holineffe and riptiteoufneſſe, ſo ſhall his people ; his holy 
pal Name ſhall be written npon. them, and that ſhall be a defence a- 
bout all their glory. Take one Scripture more which is exceed- 
mg fall co-this purpoſe, in 7/aiah 2. beginaing; eLnd it ſhall 
eome'to paſſe in the laſt dayes, that the monntarint of the Lirds houſe 
' \ ſhall-be eſtabliſhed in the Top of the Mountaints, and ſhall be exalted 
abive.tbt Hills, and allN ations font! flow intvit, and many people 
Foul goe and ſay, (ome yee and ler ta goe ro the "Monntaine af the 


pon 11s wayes, and we will walke in his pathes , For ont.of Zion ſhall got 
;o ball forth the Law, and the word of the Lord from Jeruſalem ; and he 
{ball judge among the Nations and foall rebuke my people ; and they 
4 ſhall beate their Swords ints Plow-ſhares, and their Speares into 
Pruning-hookes ; Natids ſhall not lift up Sword againſt nation, nti- 
$ther /ball they learn War any more. 
Firft, this Scripture telleth us the time of Chriſts reigning 
zgthus inrighteouſneſſe, it ſhall be inthe laſt dayes the latter end of 
«18the World. So 
- Secondly, how this thing ſhall be, that Chriſt ſhall be lifted 
gup above all Hills and Mountaines, above all powers and great- 
'Fnefſe in the World ; he ſhall then take all power and govern- 
ment into his own hands, all the Mountaines ſhall flow into 
him ; the Mountaine of the Lord ſhall ſwallow them all up, 
uthere ſhall in thoſe dayes goe forth no Law but what goeth forth' 
afof Zi, Chriſt ſhall: reigneamongh his' people; andthe Earth 
zaifhallbe filled with the peace of his reigning in Nags” 
Ft when 


a £ 


UMI 


es | chen'Milfihe Landibe 4 Lind of peace: when'riphtcoditlef(s 


Lord, to the Homſe of the God of Jarob, and hr will teach us of 
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. ſomehislove, and teveale gg coallerernity ; ; thoſe ts 


when. the Lord goeth forth of Zion, ther the Spiric-for. WarſhakH 
.be rebuked, .acd the Sword of Gads Spi rit hall curne the Sword 
of the fleſh: i c0-Plow-ſhares, and-c 


Wars ſhall be hyſh't and gone, right 
pezce which is the fruits thereof; for War, is the fruic of un» 


- Chriſt, to the eftabliſhment of ſoules ; : , That the Church ang 
 people.of God on Earth, are Gods intereſt and Chrifts intereſt, F* 


Believing in God doth- Advantage 


Speares imo; Prubiag- 
|; Nation More, all d 
nefle ſhall rejgne, and 


hooks fo that Nation ſhall never war ag 


righte .us reigning ard governing, rang t ur righzepulneſle, . 
Jultice, and - Judgement, can . Wl: ot ing peace into the. : Worlg, P 
vr any part. of ir, and 1 wiſh all thar love peace Gid loye. righte- 
ouineſle as well, and imbrace peace for righteouſnelle fake; all}: 
ſuch as doe ſo. Chriſt will ſatisfie them, for behold he comes |" 
with healing under bis wings, he brings righteouſneſſe ard peace 


with him, his righteouſnefſe brings.reace ; he is the righeeous -- 
King :nd the Prince of peace, and he that ſhall come, will <ome [ 


and will not tarry. bib nas 
Bur if any ſhall aſ«e what Iintend in all this ? ; 
My anſwer is, To gather up matrer for faith to live apog, to 
the eſtabliſhment of my. own ſoule and others, By believing in 
che Lord oxr God,; And Itruſt1-ſhall not looſe my end Ic appeares 
ro me to be precious. matter, for faith to live upooGod; and 


Go Inheritance and Chriſts Kingdome, over whom he doth 
nein righteouſneſſe , his jewells, the purchaſe of his blood, 
Ko the throne of his glory; thoſe whom God hath choſen 
hom all eternity to be che redeemed of his. free grace, to unbo- 


whom he - hath given Chrift and in him all things, to: whom 
God is a God in Covenant, and that of free grace, for whom *® 
God hath ſarisfied his own juſtice tbrongh his grace in, Chriſt, 
and made them compleat, even his owne righteouſneſſe in hicaz ug! 
for whoſe ſake God reproves Kings, overthrowes unrighteous [<4 
powers, daſhing them in pieces like a Potters veſlel| wich his 1- 
ron Rod, and amongſt whom Chriſt ſhall rejgne King for ever, 
in Peace 2nd righteouſneſſe. 

This is to me aboundant ground offaith,to believe in and ro caſt Vi 
ry precious eternall ſoul with all my comforts and concernmeats,f 
upon Godseternall love and free grace in Chriſt ſaivatiog i £ 
all the parts of it to Gods Ele in Chuiſt, is the fruits ofecer 


Se: 
Abd | 


a Samntwith an eft abiſhid } © EE 49 D 
nall love and free. grace in God ; this is a fure foundation to 


{| build ov, ir beares a'grear- weight irs true, bur it will never 
C | ſhrinke or; faile, ir: hach been tryed from eternity; free grace is 
| the foundation; and Chriſt the corner ſtone of this eternalt buil- 

ll} ging; ſo'thacic will abide to eternity. © © SET RI EM 

d | - U>0n theſe very conſiderations we ſhall fide: the Church of 
» | God in che 46, 47, and 48. P/alms living upon God by faith, and 

{ f praiſing him through belceving. 

vil God is our. refuge and ſtrengeh ; a very preſent helpe in time of 
b | trouble, {ayes the Church; That is God is our/ Gvd;and we are his 
1 :ocerelt, fo chat he is preſently-ar our helpe, he waites to be gra- 


cious to us, he c nnot forget us were ſo deare to hinr ; well, 
what uſe doth the Church make of this 3 why co eſtabliſh hier 
ſelfe upon God by believing. ; Therefore will nor we feare though 
the earth be removed, and though the mountaines becarryed into 
the midit-of the Sea; and ſo-goes on ia her confidence in God, 
'whac is ic makes the Church ſo confident? Why chis,chat ſhe was 
0 IGods incereſt inthe World, and therefore though he ſhould con- 
found the whole frame and power and plory of the earth, 8: 
id $earry all the mountaines into the middeſt of the Sea, as Pharoab 
& and his Hoſt ; yettharhe will preſerve his Church and .people, 
2s his owne intereſt, There is a River of free grace in God, that Pal. 46.4, 

- (ſtreames for ever to make glad the City of God, his peopleare the * \ 
q [Children of bis infinite wombe of love, and the preſervation of 

*heſe, is the proper act of his Almighty power; this City of 

od is Gods intereſt, and irherirance, bis dwelling place; God Pial. 46.6. 
s in the middeſt of her, ſhe ſhall not be moved, he zittered his 
oice,the earth melted; bur this City remaines, for it js his intereſt, 
m 2d God is her refuge. * | IF 

Therefore ſayes God to the Church, hve upon meas your Re- 
*Fuge, and your prefent-helpe in time of need, doe not doubt or 
*Feare, but be ſtill and quiet in your ſpirits ; Be fil, ard know chat 
1.0 am God51 will be exalted among the Heathens, | will be exalted in 
er $9e Earth, I will ceaſe Warres, I will bregke Bow and Speare, and 
ne- che Chariots with fire 3 1 will doe alſthis for you that are 
a} Þy.incereſt ;..T will make good all my promiſes to you, .of the 
es Þ<acefull and righreous reigne of my Son Chriſt over you 1-will 
ine exalcedintheExrch, The Church believes God io.chis and ſhe 
r$ reſt, aq knowing CREI Lata” 
al Ne ts PLIERS . #£ , Fu | 


SEE 


Pfa!. 45.8, 
9, ID. 


Pal. 46. 
11. 


Pal 47. I, 
F. 


Plal, 4 8. 
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50 ' Beleeving in God doth iAdvantage 

that- ſhee- is his-intereſt ; The Church anſwers thus in verſe 1 x, 
The Lord of Hoſt is with us, the God of Faceb & our Ged. Therefore 
will we not'feare, bur rejoyce in God as our God, our ſtrength 
and-our refuge, and we hivintereſt; 'O clop your hawdr-(all ye peo 
file ) and rejoyce in God with triumph for Gedis King of all the 


"Earth. God reipnes over the Heathens : God farteth mpon the throne 0 


his helineſſe ; then ſets forth his judgements on his peoples ene 
Ties, and the feare that comes upon the Kings of the Earth ; Ac 


'Carding to thy Name O (od ſou tby praiſe wnto the ends of the earth 


thy right hand u full of 11 ghreonſneſſe : Marke the Scripture, Ac 
cording to thy N ame thou art righreous and that is thy praiſe: tho 
arc called a God of r:-ghteouſneſſe and we fo truſt in thee, ant 
thou art according to thy Name; this is thy praife, thou art 
righteous God. ; obſerve the concluſion that is-made of theſ 
promiſes : Let Mount Sion rejyce, let the Daughters of Judah b 
glad becauſe of thy judgments :That is, let them that have an in 
rereſt in thee,and who 1s thy interelt in the World, rejoyce and þ 
glad that thou art according to rhy Name, a God of judgemer 
and righteouſnes, for this makes it certain thar thou wilt preſerv 
thine owne intereſt, and them that thou cauſeſt to truſt in th 
name as a-righteons God ; come, ſayes the-Church,ſee whac Go 
hath done for us, and then you will ſay as well as we, that God i 
according to his Name a righteous God. TEES 
Walke about Sion, and goe round about her tell the Towers ther 
of; Marke yee well her Bulwarks, conſider her Palaces,that you ma 
rell t to the Generations following : Marke well and conſider hoy 
the righteous God defends his intefeſt in the World, thoſe tha 
cruſt in his Name, his mercy, his providence, his Almighty. poy 
er, greatneſle, ard majeſty ; 'theſe be the Towers and Bulwarl 


of Ziv, his boſome of love, and his Temple of holineſle, tha 


is her Palace of delight, ſhee hath ber delight in God, and 
"defence in God, CMarke and conſider it well, that y:u may telli 
the Generations following, that they may fall downe at the feet « 
his righteous God, which wilt ever be according to his Name 
.and not dare to grieve a member of Z:«x, or to wound the inte 
reſt of God; For,ſayes the Church,ch God 5s our God fur ever « 
ever, he will be our guide eten unto death: Heis out God, and 
weverſo; weare his intereſt and he will preſerve us ſo for eve 
'he will gaide us to death, carry us ſafe through all the Wilde 
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_ 8 $hint with an eſtabliſhed heart; * " 
neſſe, till we come into. Heaven, Thus is the Church of God e- 
+} ſtabliſhed by beleeving in God as her God, and a God that will 
orel ever be acccording to his Name, a faithfull, righteous, gracious, 
geh and glorious God to all chat truſt in him ; Thus alſo doe the 
Fro] Saints of God tryumph in God as their God, and as they are his 
rhff {tereſt in the World ; So the Prophet David, P/al. 92. 4. Thew 
©} Lord baſt made me glad, 1 will triumph in thee; Thou art my joy 
cY and thou ſhalt bemy glory, this is my joy that thou art mine, 
ACY and I will glory as I am thy fntereſt ; So in P/abm .H 

ane I WU gIOrY ASL t Y 3 95. 3,4 E 

rthll lories in the greatneſle, power and majeſty of God, becauſe he 
id beleeve that God was his God, and that he was part of Gods 
intereſt in the World ;and in P/al. 96. 1 0.1 ſayd among the Hea- 
*D'Y hens that the Lord reigneth : And P/al. 97.1. The Lord reigneth, 
W.chbe earth rejoyce : Plal. 98.8, 9. Let there be joy, ſayes be, for 
1elY Fi: Lord commeth to judge rbe Earth, with righteouſneſſe ſhall bee 
judge the world, and his people with equity ;So Plal, gg. 1, 2, The 
7 Lord reigneth,let the people tremble The Lord « great in Ziow be 

"YL high above all people. What doth the Prophet meane by all this? 
'"Y Why hetelleth us in the 721. Pal. 7 will fix my eye upon God 
% fayes he,wy helpe commeth from the Lord,the Lord is m keeper an 
ly Bietd : And fo goes on to declare his faith in God, that God 
i which he had before ſo extolled ; why ſayes he, this is the God 
1} 1 will live upon, it is faich in God that makes my heart glad : I 
beleeve he reigneth over all the Earth in his power and great- 
neſſe, he is my God I am his intereſt, and he reignes over mein 

righreouſneſſe , by all chis it doth appeare that the Church and 
FJ people of God, have beene and are eftabliſhed by beleeving in 
"| God as their God, taking his Word of cruth for truth, and be- 
"Fl leeving Godin it, reſting upon God according to his Name, be- 
F leeving in him as the God of free grace;taking the counſel of good 
J King Jae/bahe Bee inthe Lord your God, fo ſhall you be e- 
Y ftabliſhed. Werner y 


buc beleeve? doe you makeſo eaſie a thing of beleeving > why 
mY doe you tell us of beleeving ? isthat in our power ? is it not the 
L gift of God? is ir not above the reach of humane reaſon and un- 
derftanding ? is it a worke of natureor grace? © __ 
To this I anſwer, and acknowledge that Faith is the gr of Anſwer. 
God, Ephe/.2. 8. But take this with it,this God is a God of free 
| H 3 ; grace, 


at" 


But me-thinkes I heare ſome ready ro Obje, Is it no more 0jefien. 


$2. BelervinginGod doth Adventage 


:cs;- which 'piverh/ Slvation-co his people! ardthe hand of 
tith-ro- lay hold -on his falvation, all in his owne-grace ; and 
therefore -I'rel} my owne ſoule and others of beleeving in God, 
becatiſe he is a God of free grace, 1 know faith is' the .worke of 
Divine power, it is not of our ſelves ; rhereforel ſay againeGod 
is a God of free grace; ſtay natin ſelfe, ye ar the throne of grace 
as that poor manin the Goſpel; Lord 7 belzeve, belpe thou my 
anheliefe : Me thinkes he ſpeakes thus, Lord] beleeve that thou: 
can{Fhelpe me againſt my unbeliefe thac chou canſt defiroy the 
unbeliefe that is in me, and make me to beleeve upon thee, . to 
eſtabliſhment; and ' I thinke this is the language ofthe ObjeQi. 
on, which ſaith, Gaith is the gift of God 5 is} it not the ſame 
with this ? Lord thou canft:make me befeeve in thee, it is thy: 
worke. to deſtroy my unbelicfe, and co helpe my ſoule agaitlt 


et. | 
This 4s ai fay, Codis a God of free grace, and' faith is the 
gift of fiis grace ; he waits to be gracions to give his free grace 
and all the gifts ofit freely co thoſe chat needit, nothing in crea- 
cure but want, makes it an object for Gods grace; for he gives 
2ll-freely without price, and without money; ' Now if faith be 
thegtift of God,as thou doeſt ppm or. 19400 lye at the throne 
of his grace,if thou wanteft, know all he hath 1s for thoſe that 
' want; waite on him,and tell bim he Tan belpe thee againſt thy un- 
belicfe. | 
But you demand whether fairh were not aovethereach of hu- 
mane feaſon andunderſtanding >, © 
T-acktowledge, Yes ; when it is under its natarall darkneſſe ; 
{> that the ſoule it lives in'nothing+ but. nature as it fell from 
the firſt «Adam ; So The naturall Man difcernes not the things of 
Ged either can he becauſe rhey art ſpiritually diſcerned. But when- 
od comes to worke the worke of his grace in any foule, he doth 
not deſtroy his owne firſt and pure worke of nature in the man, 
the fall from price corrupted the reaſon and-underſtanding of 
man, as.it did the whole man. ſo the reſtoration to grace doth 
reſtore the firſt image of God in the reaſon and underſtanding of 
mer; though faith as\it leads to'God, and pitcheth the ſoule- 
\ upon God, he above the light or reach of reaſonin it ſelfe, yet 
when God workes faith inthe ſoule, and fo takes the ſoule up to- 
himſelfe, to live in him and toreſt on him, God doth Oy 
| ' euroy: 


him a Beaſt z No God doth inlighten aod-conyince the ſoul inits- 
reafon and. jadgemerit, though when it was in it « catrupted na- 
ſure, .ir couid nor; diſcerne_ the things of God, por-underſtand 
the worke: of bis ſalyatioa of fre < inChrifi cbrough be: 
leevirg, ſo as to chooſe God fot tion, and coreſt onthe 


ſalvation af. his free grace ; yet. w 


1 God ſhallipliphren che 
reaſon and judgement of a man, by his owne 'ſpieit, ſo: that 
"gow it is ſpirituall reaſon and judgement, then by the ſpiric.of 
God in ir, it comes to apprehend and cocloſe with the ſalvation 
af Gods free'grace in Chrilt through beleeving ; -itis now reglan 
2nd judgement ſanctified, and made lightinghe Lard ; ſothap: 
now it ſeeth a beauty in the grace of God rand Ghrift the gigg-of 
his grace.,, now it 15no more irs owne yader its corfuption, - buy 
God in his renewing grace, þy which in Chriſt he haib-redgermts 
ed ic, opr:oftho. power ofSatanand the:region of farkne(e 3aro- 
his owne. marvelous light; though at firlt it may. only lee men 
walke 4s trees, yet God will not leave it;tillhe makes jtſee pleines 
jy, God is light and in him is no darknefle at all... + 
x So;thax, as God commeth. into cherealon and judgements.of 
hes | . they bave light in the Lord; the works 1sneverches: 
leſſe- bit the morea worke of grace in (God, © that he doth thus 
fanQifie and inlightea the reaſog.and judgements of his people, 
carrying on. the worke of his ſalyationin, the,ſoule ; God.is rot- 
bound:to worke thus, for the whole worke of his ſalvation is;free, 
but that. be chooleth to worke thus, E thinke istheexperiencs- - 
of all- Saints | that ever bad reaſon and jndgement, it which 
Saints have much joy, and by which doubeleſſe 'the glary ef 
Gods. free .grace is much manifeſted and declared z and there- 
fore I ſhall in the next plact hold forth ſome grounds andreaſens, 
to the ſanRified reafonand-judgements of Saints why to beleeve: 
in God, why: totake his word, and t@ reſt upon.the ſalvation-of 
his free grace. $EE a, o--:j fa 
Grounds for faith from reaſoo, þ  ooe<s 
- Firſt,Becauſe chere is trath in none but God 3nd his Word jby 
God here I meane Facher, Songe, and Spirit ; all truth ig4n 
this Fountaine, ' and what ever truth isinthe cteature, / it 15 4 
ireame from this fountaine; fo machief truth, ſfo-much aheame 
of Gadinany ſoule, Itisgne of Gods Attribures which on ve 
mentionese: 
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eto ben God'of trath; which isrHe tre God 51 ſhell 
ſfooke of it, only a Scriprure'or two, P/al. 18. 
why i perfelt; the word of the Liratis tryed be 


30. «Hs for | 


, eff 
*% cre al be that truſt in bim. As if the Prophet had fad, 
"Fhavetryed God, by truſting him, and 4 find himrrueand per- 


fe@'inallhis wotds and wifes, his word is perfe&tly true, if hee 
fay he will be # buckler to you, you may truſt him, he is a tryed 
God of truth he never deceived any foule that truſted in him, 
bis truth veacheth to th#tlonds, ayes the Prophet, P/al.57.10.Tr 
is boundleſſe' rrach!" it is the truth of God, whomis all truth, 


So P/almti7.2. The trath of the Lord endureth forever, That is, 


God is for 'ever a'God of truth, hee is nothing but truth, nor 
dorWhe ſpeake any thing but cruth , not any ſoule can be deceived 
by eelieving what he ſayes, he meanes what he ſayes, for he is the 
"Now Iwonld argue with reaſon, and aske it whether'it would 
chooſerruth or uncruth to believe in; Doubcleſle this will be the 
anſwer of a*rationall man, T doe chooſetruth ; for this is my 
miſery, I know not what to believe, ' thefe is ſo much untruch in 
the World, nor can finide'any man, or ſort of meh totruſt, ail 
Mmen-are fo falſe ; If mens words, promiſes; or engageritGyts wett 
ahy farety,' wee have had enough of them : but men forget their 
words as winde, there is is no truth-in them; ſo that as a reafona- 
ble creature I am ar-a loſe what to believe, or when to believe 
aty'thing that'a man ſhall ſay ;Is it fo reaſon? Would you believe 
eruth"if-you could” findit-> why then looke up to God, ponder 
his word, if you finde any promiſe that anfwers your wants, - be- 
tieve in him, he will make all goodrhat he hath ſaid, you dare 
not traft men, becauſe they have ſo often decevied you ;let me re- 
tarne the argument backe upon you, therefore truſt God becauſe 
he never deceived you; not any thatever truſted inhim ; rake his 
word- irito- thy atmes of faith as fulfilled already, for not a tittte 
of all that he bath ſpoken ſhall fail ; what God promiſeth _ 
his people, is as really theirs,'as though they hadicin poſſeſiton, 
4nd rhiey-may build upon ie, he will not deceive'them , nay-hecan- 
not, ſor-he is God, and eannot [ye .-this ob oak rp £0 rea- 
ſon + the rruth of God, becanſe it is an aQUiof reaſon to puttruft 
in truth; andtochooſe truth eotrofſt in. 

A ſecond argument to reafo, is the Almighty, m—_—_— : 


| Ie 
and infinite power Goo ;and me=thioks this ſhquld be a ſtrong 
Irgument "with reaſon, becauſe" reaſon. is-fo apt and prone to 
eruſt in power ; Darke and'corrupred reaſon-makes the powers of 
the world- to be'an argument againſt faith; ti rfann wou 
have the ſoule truſt upon God, and'to walke in the way 


_'« ENT te 


wayes of ho 
lineſſe and righteouſnefſe. Why ſayes this finfull reaſon, all the 
powers of the earch will: be againſt 'bs, and Come as a flood 
upon us and deyoure us if we ſhould doe ſo. Well, if power bear 
ſo much ſway in reaſon, 'then to fanQified reaſon itwill be a 
good argument to beget truſt in God, to pleadthe power of 
God, 1/a. .0. 15. and ſo on, there you may read of the power 
of God, Thar it is fo ful and great,chat atl-the Nations of the earth 
are but as the drop of a bucket, and the fmall duſt of the ballance:; 
all power comparedro Godis yanity; andlefſe then nothing;- | 
Now farified'reaſon, here.is power for thee to truſt in, rhar 
power which is all power . and commands all powers ; that foun- 
taine which giveth forth all power, andcandraw all into him- 
ſelfe againe when he pleaſeth ; chat power that doth 'in heaven 
and earth what ever pleafeth him - Fhat'power with whom all 
things are poſlible, Match. 19. 26:-Ir is not poſſible fortthee to 
truft ipKhis power forany thing which'is, or can 'be'impoiſible 
tro him ;could corrupted reaſon but finda glimpſe of this amon 
men, it would adoreit, and make a god of it , Oh then let fan- 
Rified reaſon admire this God and reſt upon-him, whois reall 
that power with whom allthings are poſſible. Ged' hath 'an it- 
finite power, he can doe for.us exceeding abundantly above alf 
that we'canaske or think. Epheſ. 3. 20. What think you of this, 
Reaſon ? you think your thoughts are very vaſt, and that you can a 
aske vey much ; yet in.all this you 'arEexceedingablindantly bes” 
tow, what the Almighty, Omnipoterit, and-infinite' power” 
God caridbe;We can but want as fitfite crearares, but he cangivE 
as an infinite God ; the fleſh we'feare; is finite fleſh, the God we 
cruſt is arr infinite God. If power'eari ſinkethe ſcale with' real6n. 
then when God appearesto it;all fleſh will prove ogbier top "Vi 
Hob bee 


nity, leſſe then nothitngi ob mentions ſorhe'of the as 

power, - in 706: 12,'7.” ſo on, andi26.' 5. fo'on. ' Boi | 
rules in bis whole creation, the Beaſts, the Eavth; the Foules ; thar 

in his hands u the ſonl of every living thing, the breath of ul man» = 
kinde.. Thas with him is frength and wiſdom, ther be to 
, 11-5 21 Tote 04 0 OTTER. 030 OT. TG 
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are 4 at by reproefe. Go 
por 3nd greatneſle; and in F oo of Ls 26, Loe theſe 
"re parts of bus wajer:bur how little @ portizn ts heard of bim;but the 
| woler of bis power who can-nuderſtand.” When, he had ſpoken all 
whathe [ad before, theſe,ſayes he,are but part of the ways of the - 
i:firfre great , God, and.a very. little part of DE PTNOarene 
power that is in him, is but a very ſictle that we cad conceive of 
God, the great thunder of his power cannot be underſtood by 
Vs, it is £02 great for us; he is the one God, wy infinicely | 
great in. power..So the Prophet David ta Pſala 248,10. Who is 
Is of glory, the Lard ſtrong and: mighty, the Lird mi ghty in 
barth.T he Lord of Hoſts the Ki ing F266 .This is his glory,he is 
Lord of Hoſt, the ſtrong and mighty God, infinite in power. 
Andin P/alm 29. 4.8 9,19. He ſhewes what power God hath in 
his Anpeerhow full of Mazelty it is, That it ſhakes the Wilderneſle ; 
that, ; Whole-world, and that he is King for ever... This's 
algo ry,this i 4 God of pawer. :. Now here.is! pow- 
fi ſanQlified reaſon to liye upon, ..and it is the powgr ofche 
of truth, which will. for ever be as truly power, as bee is 
reply. od: ſothat if either truth or power may be arguments 
with Reaſon, here- is. both in God, whichif believed on, will 
for e «x th powerfull truth, and truch in power, becaule ic is 


; The, third argument for. faich which 1 ſhall offer to ſanGlified 
Realon, is the eternity and immurabilicy of God + That his cruch 
8 is.termall truch,.. and his-power is nachangeable and. immurable 

Dower, ouſhall never finde him leſfethen God, and that is in- 
-Ahit&.all,. more thea-can be.conceived orexpreſſed, Reaſon will 
.chodle &rocke to build upon, becauſeiris 2 ſure foundation, and 
iLabide;zwhy now let me tell the belt of reaſon that this is God, 
46k Rocke of Ages from everlaſting, and will abide 
aerrhſiipg; there isno ſhaking thisfongdation, - nor.deftroy- 

we what is built uponit ; time; did-not make; it, nor can, time 


make iticl thenit is. Reafon,wh at can you aske for. perpetuity 
Latinhevond a barry, is God, : and what God t+,is e* 
enall, ev Fake Gola od changes, bur nothing canchange 
of 1/ratl wy A everlaſting to everlaſting, P/a/. 
41+13.1ſratl's 


go # 


« Saint with an eftabliſhed heart. 
13. Tſraels God is an eternall God, alwayes God, P/al,48. 
14. For thi God ts our Ged for ever and ever. There js no endof. 
his being God, and that his peop'e findes and confeſſeth; and 
ſo ſhall every ſoul that truſteth in him. The Proghet {res 
his 26. Chap, ver. 4.calls upon Gods people to truſt in him upon 
this very conſideration ; Tr#ſt in the Lord for ever, for in the Lord 
Febovah ts everlaſting ſtrength. As if he had ſaid, when you 
truſt -in God, truſt in him as an everlaſting God; Doe' nor 
doubt the Lord ?ehovah, as though he ſhould faile you at. any 
time, for be is everlaſting ſtrength, and everlaſting God, he 
4s Jehovah, (o that he can never faile, and therefore truſt in 
him. So fob ſayes of God in his-23 Ch. ver13 Thar he # of one 
minde, and who can turne him. And God ſayes of himſeife in al. 
3:6. 1 am the Lord, 1 change .not, therefore yee ſonnes of Jacch are 
ot conſumed. God is unchangeab!e in his eternall parpoſes of 
love and free grace to- his people, therefore they are not conſu- 
med, therefore truſt in him becauſe his love is unchangeable.. 
Let me aske ſanCtified reaſon now, if it hath any thing to objeR 
againſt cruſting ſoul and body, and all that is, or can'be deare 

upon-the eternall ove .and free grace of 'the\eternall, immura- 

ble, and unchangeable God:, Nay, doth it notcome wich autho- 
rity upon Reaſon, that eternal free .grace.ſhould be truſted with 
ete:rall loſt ſoules, which have nothing co. plead for their ſalyati- 
on but his everlaſting grace. If my-eternall grace be your argu+ 
ment for falvation, fayes God, then letit.be your reſ},reft gpon'it, 
ic-ſhall be your ſalvation, you' ſhall find it ſoto alleternity : 'asT 
am eternally God, and-God' from everlaſtingtoeverlaſting, un- 
changeable.in my love,lo ſhallche ſalvacion/be of all ſuch ſoules as 
thus reſt upon me for ſalvation, for I-can no more change in my 
love, then ceaſe to be God: Soules that reſt on:my love fortheir-- 
falvation ſhall.find me eternally-God, and my love their eternall 
ſalvation, 

The 4-conſideration which I ſhall offer to ſanRified Reaſon as 
an argemert why to.live fingly ypon God by faith,is our own and 
other Saints experiences of God in his :grace. and; goodneſle, 
in his power and fairhfulneſſe, and the. glorious workings: of 
that fulneſle char is in himfelfe for the good of his people ; this is a 
large-field I have to walke io, it is a moſt glorious ſubject, more 
fitfor a larg treatiſe then anargument; but I ſhalliin this only uſe 
a I | it 


- 


Belteving iy God doth Advantage 
it a8 an arguthent, ahd inf ir-confine ny ſelfe to as narrow a com- 
'paife as pofibI1k 1 cattin fo large a ſubjeR; I ſhall firft gather 
trom holy writ ſuch experiences” as Saints of old have recorded, 
'which'they did' doubrieſſe 'to- manifeſt Gods glory, and to efta- 
liſh the hearts of Saints in afcer Ages, and then I ſhall wiſh a 
remembrance of thoſe many wonderfull miraculous experiences 
'thar'this preſent age hath had of the glorions workings of God 
in his power, wiſdome, majeſty, and -mercy, ' to, and for his 
poor hated and diſpiſed people that truſtin him, - ' | 
Firſt, the experiences of Saints in former apes, I ſhall begin 
with that of Jordecai, Queen Eſther, and the whoſe Nation 
of The Os - the booke of &fther doth ar large ſer forth. the 
wicked and bloody geſigne of proud and wicked Hamas againſt 
all theſe ; and to what ripeneſſe he had brought his works, even 
co the Kings ſeale and authority, for him tolet forth the floud. 
* gat.s of his malice and miſchiefe upon them; and how ready 
this wretch was to put in execution the powet he had obtai- 
ned, for he had prepared a gallows for Afordecai : In reading 
that hiſtory, we ſhall findhow in every part of the deſigne of 
that bloody man'he is diſappoynted, how he falls himſelfe into 
the pit which he had digged for others, and is hanged himſelfe 
upon that gallows which he in the pride and mallice of his heart 
dd prepare for fordecas; Ihall leave the Readers to that Hiſto- 
ry.1n Scriprnite forfurther tight, and only make reſitall of the 
cloſe ofit in Ehe#9, 15, 16. 244d IHorderai went out from the 
preſence of the K Sf rojalt apparrell of blew and white, andwith « 
great crowne of Gola, and mith 4 garment of fine linnen, and purple, 
eng the City ef Shuſtanreogced and was glad. The Fewer had light, 
ind ladriffe. dud joy, avd bewine. 
-., Obſerve the experience: that - theſe poor hearts had of the 
power, the mercy, and the wiſdome of God, that when Ha- 
90ns malice had conjoyned it ſelfe with the Kings power, ſo that 
all chings were ready, and the time appoynted to make a. full end 
at once of Gods intereſt amongſt them ; the whole Nation of the 
7ewes muſt be ſacrificed to Hamay's tuſt : Then God appeares, 
and makes knowne his deſigne, and chapges the whole face of 
things they did then appeare; the Kings hearr, thatis char- 
$6, and Afordecas, whom repreſented the whole Nation of 
the 7ewer, be thuft' be by the ſame band that decreed bim, 


by 
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«Saint with" an efabliſhed heart. | 


the people the Kings royall apparrell,and a crown-of gold; That is, 
CMordecai and the whole Nation of the ewes, which to all hu- 
man underftanding, were paſt all- hopes of: being; any, thing bug 
a ruined and undone people, and now 'made a people of f; 

honour, and glory in the Land : Thisis an experience of God, 
that his workes of mercy and grace for his people, they are ſure 
and fecret'; though God hides his workings for-his people from 
the world till his own time of ruling comes, yet theſe-workes 
of God are ſure, though ſecret, the workes of God arelike EZ. 
zekiels viſion of the wheele within the wheeles, he workes big 
own ends in giving a Jong life -to wicked mentorunin aftes 
their ends, and makes the wicked doe his worke, when as they 
thinke they-are/a doing their own; 'itwas Gods defigne that Hu- 
»149 ſhould prepare his own gallowes,. which he did, when 'be 
thought he had been working his own ends in makingit for Mor- 
decai, ſo'God made Hamas to ditate to the King what <Ior- 
decars honour ſhould be, when as he thonght: he had been pre - 
paring honours for himlelfe ; the wayes of God are paſt finding owt-2 
but doubtleſfe ſuch experiences as theſe calls.very loud-for-tru- 
ſting in him, and depending on him, this is one great -experi- 
ence of God. The Prophet David in a day of calamity calls to 
mind tbe experiences that our Fathers of old had of God, P{al. 
22. 4, 5. Our Fathers trufted in thee, and thou didſft deliver thaw, 
they cryed unto thee, and were not confeunded. That is,: they: had 
experience of thee to be a gracious, faithfull, powerfyll God); 
and upon this account he bleſſeth God, in P/a/. 18: tolalt,as ha+ 


ving had experience of him in his great workings for his, people, _. 
ſt, ns preſerving his ſeed ge + 


in ſetting up the Throne of Chri r 
evermore. And in Pſalm. 23. the Prophet makes mention of the 
experi8nces that he had of God, as a ground of hisreſtingon 
him/and afſurance that God would. never. faile bim, /he makes 
this declaration of his faith in the firſt verſe, I ſhall not want; this 
- is ſtrong faith. What's the reaſon of chis- beliefe in the Prophet? 
why ke-rellerh us it is his intereſt in God, and the experiences 
that he had ofhim : my reaſon, ſayes David; this ; The Lord #s 
my Shepheard, therefore T ſhall not want. But why are yau.ſo.con- 
fident? may not you want though the Lord be your Shepheard? 
why fayes' the Propher, I am —_— upon experiences, He 
<—D#; | - 
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waketh me to lye down in green paſtures, he leaderh nie befide the fill 
waters, be reftoreth my ſoul, he leadeth we in the paths of righteonſ- 
weſſe for bis Name. ſake; Theſe are;the experiences that-I have 
Had of: God, -and doe: you;askeime.now;why bath ſo confident 2, 


_ Why ſayes he, I havent only received all: this rtiercy-and.grace 


fro/God; bur God be is the: fountaine of all the mercies I re- 
ceive, and it is his own bowells that moves: him, he:doth all this 
to me for his own Name ſake,- not becauſe of any worthineſle in 
me; Fconld not then be confidegr, burke leadech ie into, and 
ehdahech-me with: tis own -righteouſneſſe, and all-forhis Name 
fake-to'thepglory of hisgrace : This 4s the-experience chat I have 
of the Lord who is my- Sheaphearsg,' And upon this Iam ſo eſta- 
bliſtied/in God, that chougb I walk through the vajley of the ſha- 
dow of death,I will fear no evil] forthou art with-rwe-: and I have. 
Nd Tuch' often and :ample experiences: of thy mercy; power, 
faithfulneſe, and: gaodneſſe; that though the way I 'walke in 
be as dark as death, chat:my fleſh can _ſee'no- way out of ir, yet 
I'will truſt in thy power and mercy to deliver me, upon the for- 


. merexperiences ]-have: bad of. hee, This I know, it is thy. free 
_ - grace that hath'choſea me +to be an heire of glory from all eter- 


nity, and alt the experiences T have: had- of thee; hath proved 
thee to be a God of free grace, and that this love and grace 
ſhall, acit is thy ſelfe, abide for ever; ſo that this is a ground 
of aſſurance tame, my experience of thee, . that I ſhal} be for e- 
ver with' thee; for ſo he ſayes, that he ſhall dwell wich the 
Lord for'ever; This: Prophet had a: great ftock of experience 
inGod; 'and in this place he makes the right uſe of them, that 
for. which--I ſhall here garcher chem: up together ; che Prophet 
Davidhe aRs forhis own ſoul, and: doth counſe!l other ſoules 
vpon the experiences he had of God, in P/al. 31. 5, He commits 
bs Spirit inta Gods 'hand + That is, caſts himſeſfe wholly upon 
God, andin wver/. 7. giveth the reaſon of it, becauſe he had 
experimented God in his adverſities, that God-had nor ſhut him vp 
inthe hands of his enemies, but ſet his feet in a large room. This 
experience of God makes him commit his ſpirit -to God, . thus he 
aQs for his own ſoul upon-experiences-of God: and in the 2, 
laſt.verſes of that Pſalm he counſelſs Saints to love God, and to 
crult in him, upon this conſideration, the experiences, that the - 
had ofhim as a fairbfull God,who preſervech his faithful ones.and 
- | 
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4 Saint' with an eſtabliſfed' heart: 
Pleatifully rewardeth the proud doer .: Therefore ſayes he, be of. 
pood courage, fear not, iruſtin God, beſhall-ſtrengehen' your 
hearts,all ye that hope in him ; asif he ſhould fay, I bave had fuch 
Experience of God, that. I dare aſſure yout you truſt, in him he will 
not fail you Son P/al:32. 10 Many ſorrows ſoall be to the wichs 
ed,but he that truſteth in the L5xd,mercy ſhall compaſſe him aboue :[ 
ſpeak this ayes the Prophet upon exp-rience that I have of God, 
ard when you know-Godexperimentally as I doe, you; will ſay as. 
Efay ; Therefore inthe 34.-P/a1. ;8. he. calls upon Saints to raft, 
andthen.they ſhould experimencally know that God is good fo 
poed, ſo kinde, ſo gracious, . fo faithfull, and ſo omnipotent, 
that the man is certainly. bleſſed that trufteth jn bim ,, he cannot. 


but be a bleſſed man. for he truſteth, in: God, whom can neyer- 


file-him , -God.is an experimented Gd. for. tyuth and faichfuil, 
neſſe by-all his. people, as inche 19. verle, . AZany are the afliftiqns 
of the righteous, but the Lord detivereth him ont of all, and ſo goes 
on,ſhewing the go0dneſſe and faithfulneſſe of God to his people ;. 
], ayes he, upon the experiences that I have had of God, I can 
boldly affirme that they are bleſſed that truſt in him ; Therefore 
he giyeth this counſel) in P/al. 55. 22. Caſt thy kurthen upon ghe- 
Lord and he ſhall ſuſtaine thee ;_ be ſhall never ſuffer the righteous to. 
be moved. | | 
The Prophet giveth. this counſell to his own ſoule and to 0+ 
ther ſoules, Why ſayes. he, we have bad cxperierce of God; how 
faichfall he is in preſerving his righteous one, thoſe; that pur 
their truſt in him, they ſhall. never be moved ; Therefore why 
ſhould we diſtruſt, and chrough unbelieſe take the burthen up- 
on our ſelves as we have experimented God ſo let ustruſt him, 
and he doth fo indeed, for .in P/al.61, 3. heflyeth to, God 
upon his former. experi ence: that he had of him, Far thow haſt 
been a ſhelter fur me,and a ſtrong, tower from the enemy. I have had. 
this experience of thee, therefore in. all: ſtreights and in all con- 
ditions I will truſt in-the covert of thy wings.; and in.the next 
Pſal.2,8.. verſes, he profeſſcth thatall the, refuge he had was in 
God ;. avd faith he, -L haye experimented. God,. he is a ſure re- 
fuge to his people,he is my filvation;me glory,and the rock of my 
ftreogth , The Prophet tells us what God is fromcheexperience- 
that he bad of him, P/alor. 145+.17, 18. T7.be Lord te righteous in 


«0 bis wayer and holy in all bis workes ; The Lord icnighta all how 
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Felieving i God Horh' Aduimiage" - 
'that call upon him in trath: This is' God upon expefietice, and 


abundantly more then this doth that man of much experience in 
Gator wetter 72D Hy hen True gs 1. 24 
Againe; conſiderthe moſt glorious experiences of God, that 
thoſe three eminent ſervants of his, Shadrach, Meſback and 
Abednego had, which is recorded \in the third of Dawiel, we 
may read in that Scripture upon what conſideration the Furnace 
. was heat ſeven times hotter then' before, -for theſe three faith- 
fall goes tobe caſt into it}; and in the 27. ver/#, how they 'caft 
themfelvesnpon God for their deliverance : O#r Gd, fay they, 
% able to deliver us from thy burning fiery Furnace, and he will deli- 
ver wa ont of thy hands O King: Well mark the ifſue, they deny 
Nebxcbadnezzar and truſt 'in 'God', this inrages the Kings fury, 
and into the firethey are caft bound hand and foot :'Now God 
piveth them to know by experience whit it is fo truſt in him for 
eliverance, He maketh them to walk in the fire, looſed from their 
bonds without the leaſt harm,and a fourth to be with them,whoſe 
form was like the Son'of God ; This preſence and appearance of 
God did aftoniſh the King, ſo that he called them to come forth, 
and when they came ont ofthe fiery Furnace, they were fo farre 
from any harm, Thar a haire of their heads was not ſinped, neither 
had the ſmell of fire paſſed on them : whata moſt glorious experi- 
ence of the power, faithfulneſſe and goodneſle, of God is here, 
- the Kings fory was ſo hot, that the Furnace muſt be hear ſeaven 
times hotter then before; and it was made furious in hear in- 
deed, for the flames which came forth from it, ſlew them which 
caſt in Shadrach, Meſvach and Abeanego, to the fiery furnace ; 
but notwithſtanding all his fury, God preſerveth thoſe that truſt 
Ain bim} heis with them /according to' his promiſe, when as they 
paſſe'tlrough the fire'; and as the Winds and Seas, ſo the flames 
of fire obey him, for they finge not ſo much 'as the cloaths of 
theſe fairhfull ones, nor leave ſo much as the ſmell of fire upon 
their Carinents: O the infinite power and faithfulneſſe of God, 
fire ſhall looſe its nature and'teaſe to'burne, rather then fuch as 
eruft in him ſhaft be conſumed byit.; God hath power ecouph to 
preſerve his own intereſt-thoſe that truſt inhim, even ipthera- 
ging flares of conſuming fire, no'flames nor fury cas deſtroy 
that which the power and mercy of God will preſerve, ant now 
©here isa full experience of God,” he will preſerve that which his 
$*. 3 - +, peopl e 
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4' Saint with i eſtabliſied heart: 
people commits to him, and truſts to him for the preſetvation of 
ic; theſe precious foules God had broughr to this glorious pitch, 
thac they ſleighred the Kings power and fory, by'believing inthe 
power and f:ichfulneſle of himſelfe ; and now, fays God, it ſhall 
-be known what I am, and whar ir-is to truſt in: me; God could 
either have turned the heart of Nebuchadnezzar, or havecruſhed 
his power that he ſhould never have been able to have caft chem 
into the fiery Furnace, bur in this alſo God workes-as the whee 
wichinthe wheeles, be lets the furious man go'on, thathe might: 
have the fitter opportunity to manifeſt the glory ofhis grace, 
power, and faithfulneſle in their deliverance, and that his people 
might have greater experience of their ſafety in truſting him, God 
ters them: goe into the fire that they might have experience of his 
love in going with them, and of his power in preſerving them! 
and bringing them forth againe to the aſtoniſhment ofall be- 
holders, and that it might remaine on Record to after Apes, 
that Generations to come might ſay this is God, and this will 
God be forever to his people. | 
' ShouldT inlarge according. to the matter and worth of theſe 
experiences, I ſhould fell into a' great bulke which I ſeek to a- 
voide, and therefore ſhall upon the matter only make refitalls, 
| and leave inlargements to the Spirit of God'upon the hearrs of 
the Readers. ID EO. 

We ſhall find in this Book, another glorious experience of 
God which the Prophet Daxie! himfelfe 'had;;' in the ſixth of 
Damizl we ſhall finda decree to: caſt the Prophet into the Den of 
Lions was deceitfully gorten, and the cauſe was his making of 
petitions to God ; the Prophet knew 'of the decree which was, 
as of the Meades and* Perſians not to; be altered, and yer heal 
ters not his courſe of calling upon God by-prayer; he opens his 
mouth to God, and truſts God to ſtop the Ljons mouthes, he 
lifts up bis hands and heart ro God, and trufts God'to keep 
downe the Lions. pawes; well, God will not deceive his truſt, 
bur yet hewilllet him be caſt into-the Lions Den, Daniel 6. 16. 
though the King was fory yer he commanded Dayiet to be caft in- 
to theLions Den ; and there Damie/is ſafe as amonyſt Lambs,the 
Angell of God had ſhot the Lions monthes;- that though-they 
remained Lions ſtiff, yet 'to Dail they had no_ more harme in 
them then fo many quiet Lambs, and when the King _ 
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early-in the morning with dread in his fpiric leaſt the. Lions 
ſhould have feaſted themſelves upon that precious piece ; Hecryes 
put, O. Daniel ſervant of the living (309, u thy God whim thou ſer+ 
veſt continually, able ro geliver the from the Lzons, werſ. 20. In the 
22. verſ. Daniel anſwers bim, dy God hath ſent his eAngell and 
font the Lions monthes, tha they have not hit me, In the 23. 
werſ, Then was the King ex;ecling glad, and commanded to take 
Daniel ext of the Den, ſo.he- was, and wt any manner of harme 
found upon bim ; But in the 24, verſ. when his accuſers were caſt 
into the Lions, They brake their bones before ever they came to the 
bottome of the Dex. 

The Liens were raging Liens in themſelves, though their 
mouthes were ſtopped by Godin the preſerving of Daxze/, that 
pur his truſt. in him; O. the power -of God, fire cannot burre, 
nor Lions bite where God forbids, he that made all for his own 
glory, can change the nature of what he hath made, when in 
ſo doing he may mazgnifie the glory of his grace and faithfulneTe 
to his people , doth not theſe experiences ſay that Gods onely 
ro be truſted. and feared; be ſhuts where no man opens, and 0- 
pe ns where no man ſhuts. . Daniel liad Experience of Gods love 
and power. in this; that thoſe very Lions-that .lay lk2 Lamts 
by bim, ſhould devoure his enemies before his face ; none can 
bound the holy one of 1/yael, but he can lock up the Lions mouths 
and open them at his pleaſure ;. ſure itis good to truſt in ſo. good 
a gracious and. powerfull God, one that giveth ſuch full experj- 
ence to his people thar truſt in him of whar heis ; a Godinfinice 
in power, mercy, and goodneſſe; there is a ſpirituallity in all 
theſe experiences of God, which if God give in, in the reading it 
will make them exceeding ſweet, and apt to that end I quote them 
" . namely, to. beget faich in God, and a_ holy dependency on 


_. | 
Amongſt thele holy witnefles, ler the Prophet Jonah be admit- 
red to bring in his experiences of God, and we ſhall finde them 
to be very glorious ; the Prophet doth at large declare how he 
came tobe caſt into the Sea in a great tempeſt; here is nothing 
appeares to fleſhly reaſon but deſtruftion, and doubtlefle thoſe 
- that caſt bim our of the Ship expected nothing elſe, but thar the... 
Sex ſhould be'a prave to. hisdead body, therefore they prayed 
that God would not lay his blood totheir charge, inthe 14. wh 
| | bue 
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nor arti belly is te fan of the 
pen Lay aſide fleſhly er Fo for 4 hee, and obſerve the end 
| rate Subry zla the 2. verſ 10" Aud Hr RN 
the Fiſh,. t: Yomir CIS OC enah pou the dry land; (i) 11 no: 
Now. comes in the Fxurpaence, God intended to nertenete 
nah, and chough he chooſeth an unlikely, piace to reaſon'to;;keep 
bim aliyein, ON of perſons and piaces-ſhal} ſerve his jend-how 
unlikely 1 Toever it Way. ſeeme co rea{on, the fiſh-w _—_ 
opens its mouth to. rake-.in its. nouriſhaent,. | 
wha it, cakesin, ſhall.now apen his mourhe gakeits pe that 
he tight be kept ahye-i0 tbe. chelt of thar body-;" char power , 
which preſerves. Davicl by. ſhucting the Lyons mouthes, doch 
pteſerve Foneh by opening.the fiſhes mouth ; his power fills Hea- 
yen and aſt oe. Sea d all char herein i is ;/ if God wilkpre> 
ſerve” Torah, be beth eathicro death, and allchavis buc 
Gods way.of life, WE EE in.che Sex, .co. deaths, in the fiſhz 
an( all chis is chat God, might experiment himſelfe ro-him, in 
ming 0 this Fiſh to bring him from. che raging Sea, and ſer bim 
opon Land.; there ide (piriruaky. in chis ;dealing of 
God idk Goneh, be is.4 Type of Chriſt in rhe grave ; very. mvehi 
__ be obſerved from.ie co a/{pirituall. oy ,bur. Qui bereipnnt 
y uſe it as a very great experience. which the Pro 
is and wiſedome of God; the power of God made thy Ly- 
ons to be as Lambes to Daniel, and here it makes 'very death to 
be life to. Foxah, the Sea ſhall cover and, nor kill when (God coms 
raands ir ſo to doe, aod- the Fiſhrakeintoits belly bur.nor de« 
{t-oy, if God aþpoint char.a placefor {ongbs lafory;” it ſhall be 
fo, and in Gods timeas « Veſlellunlo:d himſelfe-of the Prophet 
and fer bim upon dry lagg.; thus we ſee neither fire nor-water;, 
beaſts on by r fiſh by Sea, can deſtroy what God will 
ſerve # na " prope Godes wrovibetde ploreh glory\ his 
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| . tlie tery int F P y ww mes 
—_— þ = tryin ne Family had great 
rience of the faithſulneſle of God, and what ſafery there is.in 
the. Wordof God, and:obeying his will; The! bay, 
.\Chaprers of Grneſr doth} el ſet forth Go 
mand to him ro-'make an'Arke for himk and bis Fartiflz ih 
exo of cach- kinde- of alithe creatures of the Farth, ac th 
mighc- be | preſerved | alive, for the Lord told him hee woul 
drownetbe whole World: Noah believed God in all that he had 
faid; whictiappeares by- bisobedience;Oes. 6. 22. Thay did No- 
ab acoiriding-te all thet rr pry hin, {641d by: Well, 
and. what is the effectofir?- we Wity es axe Aon whole Family, 
with all inthe Arke are preſerved alive in all that deluge of wa- 
rer-which deftroyes the whole World b , Gen. 7-23.Neah 
onely remained alive and t ip were with bim in the Arke. Noah 
prepard/ the Arke in faith beleeving God, a AP 200 be bath ex- 
perimented ''the-power anda fin peg Gotoh ch Þ bey 
belcered in,-: for now he found by experience ©G 
make his word good, botly int drowning the wh World. yr 
fides the in the Arke, and in'ftving alis gh ns 1g the Arke 
- accordingto his. promiſe - this is xr tore mg thag 
Do Family, ſhould bee the cad Tok vp e. whole 
Noab' ry Hung ape Ne fin vaine tq 
truft de 'Eord, his power 'can Kill: one alive , the faitbful- 
- nefſe of God was Noahs Arke; orlierwile hie had been drowned 
with the reft of the World, pr gms floating houſe: 
he made the Arkein obedience to Go od was his ſafety, 
| nodtheiArike, and he found SIDES thus God adds 
@1< exper ecics to wyorher” tliat his ight learne co truſt 
inet which ber fou God, 'as _ wer and faich- 


Pipes hed "yl 1 
may reds i the larter' 
|  whowbis beorhevi 6d waweny 


_ * 
Wen e7- 


Ne ience ba [4 u"g T7. 
Hep be ont Cn 6 FRED = dit 


ogreſie;of.caperiences which he Had* from bi 
er ve; þ, from tus birth weſhalt: The be- 


| his Edoke of Exedus; thattherewas ® Dectee paſſed 
7 his. p nr before he had life, ; in that command thatche Mid- 
s. hag from-Phareah to murcherevery Ms Mile Childe of the Hs 
i 1othe birth; ofwhich CAoſes was one;”-but Godtyed up- 
ands.and gave him fayour is cheir'ſight, \thatthey- ea c 
norahe command of Phayeab,there-is his firſt experience bf God, 
and wheo. he could be hid no longer in his Mothers hodſe, then 
[. her as be did: N{2ab; to! _ an Arketo (re be het 
+; fromedrowbug, and tharArke'vr 
noch, preſerve;this-pretians' Inifeee 631 CL er 
Kine to take care of him, in'which-worke of God thefe is mich 
= uld preſervetbat-which her-Father ad appoiyr 410: 
rat Fedor ahdroughakini fotdt OI ethe Paps 
pes give him ſugkz) thisa@of Gods pfovidentÞ Brifigs 
py FINGER, wih..it, -both-to,!Mother:an@ Bebe, it yes he 
eart to haveher Childe in her armes ; ſhee ſayes, as 7 acob, "08 
force... uſes yer hives; God:had 1 peciall worke for into doe, 
ore he commits him to ſpecialicare iti beingingbin up; 
ld boonegt bis tetder Mother }; ous Yery y diet 


experignces of God, .yer he had -more thenth ed 'God doth, not 
ah = t he thus preſerved, \buc rakes eards'df Him'i in bis 
oule, jan 10) in-Bharoahs Court,and when God comes to 


nina -# for whiclt he bad preſerved bf), 'he then 
beall.in bim ;, ho went to the people of 1 Iſract up- 
La: ,and jn the name of God tGleade thein'our of 
ky the. SN iderneſſa to ſervehimgand: che went in Oo 
Jorg be had great experiences'« 
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ns bis meſſenger to Pharoab; and in thisa)ſo be 
ca mae experience.of God, in is judgements®} 
| topſhold and.che-wholeLanc L- pes 
"duc he Ts fpocheabe Children of 147 oh 
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heavens alfo, but by ſhaking the cath; he ſhakesimto heaven, he 
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' wihtheaven through: ing oubleſſe irciv- glorious power 
that hakes carth;ouc-offoules, andrhoſe ſoules into leaven, his 
isthe worke of God upari experiences 5022 5 bo 

.\Ifhallinow. inffome few paxticiitnidanention the ipevlentes of 
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yau-of Gods judgements upaiiPhaveehandalifis hoſtiithe red 
Sea; + ms mh More thea imencionic;betuuſe I have viedjhex Scrip- 
ture alrea 

Buc in che next; place cor:ſidet Gods-dealing with Hevod in 48. 
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example might teach "all blind wretches ro be careful voy they. 
meddle with the ſervants of the moſt high. God,for he is upon 4 


perience a God that revengeth the F00gs done or intended to his 
cople. 
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Laſtly, Gods fearefull Jadgemient' pon Koreh andall PE 
pany ; you may read the ſtory in N.«mbers 16. andin-verl,, 33. 
how the ground opened and ſwallowed them up alive, they liyed 
in death, ' and were Þbiried alive, wa vr —_ Mo 
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ary: in 20 Þ is this ; Thar f det ox 
glory, and was fe never -Rtainedinir, nor cantgverde;\berauſe! he is 
faichfull God, a God \thas never; failedeny bo erated in 
-him, ayes the Prophet ale£$130. ArVfermGs 7 
i perfe8 his word-14 tryed, he-ia gb other to riefervesraſ 
"him. Godis # wed GA het hiszyogds,:/his wotkes,. and 
his. wayes.; hee cagnat. deny bimſelfe t6 be God, 'therefarecua 
never be uofaichfull. From benceche Plalmiſtin R/almi33- '27. 
faith, that.the righreays doo reignginehebord, whemhe'imakes 
them | ta truſt in hios. For, they then joy intheird ; 
fot if God.make them truſt in him for'ie, he wil certainly atom 
-Pliſh it, he will never be ftained in ys faithfulneſſe. So in Pſabr 
"37.40. God will ſavebis people from the wicked becauſe they truſt in 
"hin : That is, God will preſerve his ownefaithfulne(e, notany 
 foule ſhall; oft on;him in-vaine,, muchleſſetbe'deceived by rely- 
ing 0n him. So Pſalm 48. 19, This is thepraiſe of Godurits oo 
ends of the earth, that be is faithfull and righteous accordi! 
"his Name, he will never looſe nor ſtaine- the naire of a) all 
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fie; this is bis ory and ſo he values it. 
ee Prophtr Iſaiah bears witheſle tyit,in 7/. b3Þz I6,Seecke' Je 
<4&uf ef the bioks kof the Lord and read;x0 pot rhe ſha) w_ ARE is, 
look into word, and what ever you be will 
-Mmake'it dd;not any Mtt's of Kd a Ne ou fl ieyer 
: blerhiſh bins in his faichfolnefſe, for it is his glory: 
: >Now: fantified Reaſon let mee acke you ifthis benot a good 
 reafor-why yeuſhould creſt in God, becauſe jt ie pry to be 
1thdull EE which be hath''unſporr y. preſerved 
Jadpenent ſes reaſon inthis ;| for 
an Hey com commit bufinefſe and truft to men, they will chooſe 
e the moſt fairhſull to the worke ; 'and when men do 
"atharwils; we 'coutit es re loft their common reaſon, 'and 
: when we-chooſe ner 6 our Batteles, in whom we commir 
-rivetriteaſt ; Doe wo'tior chooſe fuch men who make i it their glo- 
-'xP'20: be m6 aver vand wil rather chooſe ro dye thenftaine their 
. fidelity and their valour > Why, upon this account ſanRiified rex- 
] : ſon may ſafely-commit all. truſt to God, it is bis gl wry to be 
E- . faigbſull;-Sinne and all the other enemies of God'an eople 
; --hall-periftrittheimaincaining of the glory of Gods nts hefſe: 
-'& am-r6cCeke of att redſon if this doernot anſwer the Beſt oF rea- 
cſon; totroft thar God who makes it his glory to be Fair , and 
 chacfaithfulnefſe which never was ſtained. 
LY yenmori airy rate? is this That God 6 peri 
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_ ;toſupply allc 


wy; moſt which. is mod, - ad_nothing can gize.all, 
Dov; conſume _.the  lealt of 


- andgivecofallcegood heenjoyed, P/alo 23, It was God that 


made him lye dowa 1n green paſtures, chat lead him by ſtil waters, 
that reſtored. his ſou}, and lead him in the paths of righreouſnes,thar 
Prepare$a table befare. him in the, migit of bis eemies: ;-. that, a- 


Pſal.68. 19,20. He daily loadeth his people with benefus for 
| ellipgs,there is fulneſs 
of 'grace in him to. kil .ſinne and ſqve..che ſigner ;.therejs ful- 
neſs of love in him to.pardon the-greateſt eyill,, and to loye:the 
keaſt - good in his children ;. there is ſylneſſe of pamer in him to 
cruſh and deſtroy a wor!d of Enemies, and to.;preſerye /his, owne 
lixle Flocke., there is riches of, gaodneſſe and. mercy :in-him 
he wants of his people :.. In a word there is all good 
in God that wee can either aske or need, to read his Actributes, 
will diſcover his fulneſſe. And now me-thinkes ſanRified Rea- 
fon ſhould anſwer as Simox-Peter did our Saviour. in the 6, 
of 7ohn, ..verſe 68. When, Chriſt asked his Diſciples. if they 


would leave | him alſo, his. anſwer is, Lord rowhoms ſhall wie 
Loe, - tbo haſt rhe words. of eternal life. '\ $0 ſhould ;Saiots fil 
ted with ſancified Realonſayto.G QD, :thonart an inex- 
hauſted fountaine of grace . and -goodnelle, wee can £0.00 
whicher bat to thee for Ecernall; life, for thou art 49:hy 
people the founcaine of life ;._ That. is, life. fromalbEternity.. 
To my underltanding this ſhould be 4 prevailing argume 

with the pureſt and righteſt reaſon $0 calt all upog hi | 
is all, and. to truſt in the-fonntaine of life, for- life,- thet 


.Q.D has is all, in bimſelfe. . Erernicy..capagg- 
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becauſe: there- is good 


| MEIN is ing 2 That what ever any ſoule 


-any/other beiwg, i 


becauſe they Joneglon a, aka KN ed apes 
how ſhould it teach WP IDs to Gad, 
in him- is sll-good, and -to-reſt in nochi! bur-in him, 
in nothing- out of him, - ind forever ro 
depend on him, grants ERC of 


all good. . 
The ſeventh and laſt argument that I hall-4 ve to fan'fied 
rand troſteth 


- it-muſt- and- will deceive the louſe, »thereis no 


ven 
becauſe 


- 0 pris ah ies bin, me ety 


of '/him, is ar-the root of every created iy. and doth 
as the worme-to 7onahs Gourd, 'bringthemco nothing; that 
which cannot preſerve'its owne being, cannot of it {fe preſerve 
committed to-ir ; -bur no created being 
can” preſerve or continue it ſeifedy its owne ſtrength ; therefore 
not- able to- preſerve any thing committed to them 3 borrowed 
firengeh, - and received abilities will not betraſted by right ſan- 
ified Reaſon; becauſe the lender may callback bis owne, and 


then- the receiver is empty: of any-#bility to anfwereruſt; and 


maſt of neceflicy faile the expeFitionofthe Truſtee”: Now this 
is all thar can be thought of befides God, by natureempty Veſ- 
ſets, meere-Ciphers, -have nothing original] that is worthy; eve- 
* dram-of excef{ency and 15 received, now ſuch a ſubje&t 
altogether. unſutable co make a God of 5-that is, tocomm 

the eruſt  oPeremall ſoules; ' or any thing that is precious too, 
if rraſted/ic muſt needs deceive, becauſe that whieh-js.ng- 
thing i in-it-felfe, cannot add any thing to another, .thar which'is 
vanity init ſelfe. cannot give better to any, nor inake a better: re- 
wroet6-anythar truft in it+; end the Wiſeman fayevof alt things 
under | yare vapity,and vexationof ſpire, Betef. 
F#x4;" As they are vanity, _ deceiveallthar cruſt in-them, 
and.inthe deceiving of truſt, and great expeRation,: ſ6.they by 


comevexation of _ So the Propher David, jr Pſalm 63. 


: wen of low 4 uw Van + mi of hi b de reare a lie 
I in of th is eicls vahicy Gam} m4 chat 
tbey afenot fi wp i no ters oy s Irwg, rey 
-debofites:alp - |; 
ro thar whichtrofts "in hen.” Ye Gene? in P/al; 103; 15. 
Go Hhewes rhe vanity oF all fleſhir-man, the top of the-whole 
creation, 


4 Saint within eflablifhed beart, - | 11 


bs 
creation, ls for wy yay are' 9_x: hut 1 M's fl»mer-g 
ſe flanrifhith. 'For the! winke 5kbnns ere eon x5 | 
rhe pluce:rbirgofe full: maar v.4 wore: This makes pood the 

mans aruththar all clings unlecche Sunarevabity {: For if 
nec eh&dhiefhiipece ofche een] be-farlightias a flows 
er pf graſſe;) -whialy is: withered; dead, and; dry,” by a puſfe of 
wine; {@ made nothing chat the place it wasinſhaltk: know: it:no 
more, then ſurely wacky ay a girdle about; the Joynes- of all :crea« 
tak brings,;.thes of nceſii:y; they-mufticragk under/any-weight 
that: is [aid npon-them; : 80d poveaiyeroaliclioſe hoped for: 
conteritmeats ;thac flefly lookes for/froni them, - efiey:;mouſt prove 
hi ke Fonebs Gourd, becauſe of tharworm of vanity” that is at the 
rat, andithey will leave.che ſoubas the Gord didt fonub, 
for its peeviſh folly,ſaying-it doth wetro be angry:though ic hath: 
committed/a doublet Fic in-truftirngaes Vanidhr and thiemto 
beangry thar'it -appeares vanicy. 

In the: 46: 7/@ beginmang; there the Propher foniobke the: 
Idols: of Fayylon cond oat ſavetbemfeloes;: bur:they andthew- 
which truſted in them, were led into captivity rogerher : .2 fall: 
offer, burioneStrigiere more to-this:truth, and that-is in the 17. 
Fer. 5,6, Thus faith the L1Yrd, Curſed be the manthat truſteth in 
Tn, and wakerh Þ:fi-he arme, and whoſe heart departerh from the 
Lind, fur. he ſhall. br. like the Heath in the defart, and ſballnet — 
when dcommeth: Hece-weſes is the curſe of Godupone 

"Sq fieſhwhich.is onely: praptrta Ged: ;-thisi* his wn 
ke wes: give: to :anotiier;: 'ani: thotirient G k 
ſdone' blaſt al-flehithar ivhis graffe 3- ſorthat irſfhalbprove vank- 
ty.and: deceive. all yr vcd ity: rp rarnn pe me ni 
_ APP#S0QD ptare; Law, -rheexperiedces: 
fatdasbhadeo yalditgrofal NON, F 
de add -munke: toftiinody bs thirerfitle frandt ifs 
leavetoagke grow \ificedn 5 ui {el edn oe | 
ſaw-in chooſing| vanity! EMI" as. 7 
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*% _ Bekeving in. Goduoth" Adpititage \* | 


God whio is the onely true, Almighty, Omniporent, infinite, + - 
rernall, faichfull, experimented God, and an inexhauſted foun- 
taine and treaſury of mercy andgrace, -isthe onely foundarion 
-of truſt \and confidence; ' and that all things beſides God will 
prove vanity; uinder fuch a weight, ſo thatthelighr of Godin 
the reaſon of his people ; that which ſanRifies reaſon, mighe 
from theſe - arguments that ſuites with right reaſon, lead the 
ſoules of Saints qut-oftbeir owne fleſh and aſl other vanity, to 
caſt themſelves ongly and eternally upon the free grace of God 
in Chriſt, by beleey;ing in God to the eſtabliſhment of ſoules, is 
my end inalſthis; and I truſt thus dealing with ſanRified rea- 
ſon, will appeare to be in the way to that precious end; I have done 
with the Arguments, I truſt the Lord will make them his,and bleſs 
them tothe end they are intended. | 
In the next place I ſhall offer by a few-particulars, in ſome mea- 
ture a diſcovery of the evil of unbeliefe,of not traſting of God, and 
in God, of not truſting all upon God, and making him all in all, 
and this diſcovery hath one and the ſame end with the former ar- 


guments. WE, <0 opt 
"4 The firſt evill which 1 ſhall hold forth of unbeliefe, is 
K. this - : bY 
That ic doth as much as inus lyeth, make God a yer ; For 
proofe, conſider that full Scripture to this purpoſe, in the firſt E-. 
piltle of Foby. 5. 10. He that believeth not God maketh bims a lyer, -: 
becauſe hee beleevtth not' the Record thar os rover of bis Soung': 
This Scripture -holds forth plainely this, that not to beleeve the - 
Record'of God is to ſay in the unbeliefe of our hearts, that God 
15 a ſyer, truly unbeliefe can ſpeak no. other language, nor give 
rent 
a ; i 4 Oo P 
truch of God ; : for the Record of God' cannot be - falſe fo 
__ God is true, and that unbeliefe which ſayes the Record 
of God is not true, doth in the'ſame breath ſay, chat God isnot 
true: now not to beleeve tbeRecord of God, is to ſay it is nor + 
tris, for this carryes the firength: and bafis of all reaſon along. 
_ . withit, to beleeve thar which-we:judge'to be truc, /andi to (deny. 
beliefe where we jalge nntruth-; The old Serpent the Devill be- 
wi 


gan in Paradiſe with this teniptation, to perſwade our firſt Pa- 
rents, hat what God chad ſaid was.nottrue; that they mighe 
-}b Hens: cate 
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inſt Moſes, 2nd :;to dqubr of Gods making good his 
>to theth, dts. 14. 10, 11..And they ſaid wnts Moſes be- 
Cauſe thre were not graves in /Egypt,haſt thou taken 5 awe) to dye 
3n rhe 79 ildereſſe ? They diſturbec God as well as 2o/es, and 
therefore they'murmure at the,worke of Godby. Hoſes. It isyn- 
beliefe makes the anger, ſo that it is a teeming {inne, it brin 
forth morefinnes thepit ſelfe,; .and keeps the ſoule in a readineſle 
to entertain all ſine ; the unbelieving heart is a treaſury of 0+ 
bedience to the Devill, hee is fure.never to faile of ſervice from 
chat ſoule which doth, not beljeve.in God ; nay theDevillcan 
have no ſervice from any {oule, but fo far.a$ unbeliefe-liyesjn che 
ſoule. "Had notthe Dgyill found, unbelicfe in David, be had ne- 
ver prevailed with file to tytnber he People ; when his heart be- 
gan to doubt the ftrength.of God, then was a.time for the De- 
vill to tempt him to try his owne, therefore ſayes he, number che 
people': Know how ſtrong the arme. of fleſh is, that. thou 
maiſt' have ſometliirg to truſt coo ; this. is as; true a toucheſtone 
of unbeliefe/in the heart as any livech ; when the.ſoule by faith 
ſees enough in God, it is not ſolicitous to have an account of the 
fulneſſe offleſt1; bur diftruſt in the former, puts the ſoule upon 
enquiry after the latcer for ſatisfaction, and thus unb:liefe keeps 
open houſe for Satan at all times , ic is the chiefe engine by which 
he upholds his kingdome and his credite , no ſinne fo neare and 
deare to him as this, it is his ſecond ſelie, where ever it beares . 
ſway, it maintaines his lawes, and his Image. See an emminentC 
example of this in ?adas, Matrth. 27. ho when he had betrayed his 
Aafter, went aud hanged himfelfe. _ Satan by bis Engine of unbe- 
liefe drew him thropgh the one ſin co the other, he did not believe 
in Chriſt; therefore hebecrayed him; ,nor did he believe there' 
was grace enough in. God to pardon the worſt of ſinners; 8 there- 
fore hangs fhimſelfe. So the Devill firft perſwaded Eve in Gen. 3. 
4,5. Not to believe whatGod had faid, and then he knew hee 
' was able to effe& his owne ends, to make her diſobey'God, and 
obey him, in eating the forbidden fruit,; he uſerh his grand pick- 
lock, -unbeliefe, to open the doore to let him in; and ſo ſoon as 
ever hee- gets entrance inat that doore, his commands become 
lawes; Uobeliefe is the' owner and power of darkneſſe inthe ſoul, 
by which Saran reignes as ſupreame. This is the ſtrongeſt hold 
of Satan in any ſoule ; andifonce that fironger man the Lord 
| My BG Jelag 
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lacking undiſcovered in the ſoute. 


The benefits of F AITH. 


Firſt, Faith in God makes thelife of the ſoule pure, it is a 
life only .in- God,it liveth upon nothigg elſe but what God is, 
&ath, -and ſaith-: -This is properly the life of faith, and the- teve 
advantage of the ſoul by that life. Faith is that eye by which the 
ſoule lookes into,: 'and hath a diſcovery of the goodrelle, grace, 
and glory of God to itſelfe. Now in this knowledge the ſoule is 
carryed out: of it ſelfe into God, to live purely and ſingly upon 
| God, it” now comes to know Gods ſtrength to beexcee- 

dingly' more then its owne, and ſoforſakes its owne firength 
to live upon the ftrength of God. By faith the foute 
fees the full ſalvation that is in God, and ſo caſteth it ſelfe 
upon God for ſalvation, and liveth purely upon God, and no« 
thing but God for ſalyation and deliverance out of the hands of 
vpE Bn, all 
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al _ 484intwi aw eſtabliſhed heart. | 
all its enemies, to ſerve him in Faith above carnall, diftruſtfull 
feare ; the life of Faith in God, with this benefit of that life doth 
vety enmipently appeavin the Prophet David, Pſal. 62. He be- 
ginsthe Plalm thus. Truly wy ſonle waiterh wpon G1d, This is bis 
faith, he belicvech in God, and therefore waiteth upon bim z 
Well, but what-is the ground or reaſon of the Prophets thus 
waiting. upon. God, he telleth us in the end of the firſt verſe , 
fram him commeth my ſalvation. Hedid 4 hem live upon God as 
the God: of his ſalvation; 'tharis, ' God was all to him, his life 
of faith- was a living purely and ſingly upon God ; therefore in 
veile 5. he.layesa charge upon his-ſoule ; My Joale,wait thou on- 
ly pen. God. «Have thy eye fo where elſe, live purely upon what 
God is; - for my expectation 16 fret bis. The gbod I lookefor is 
the good whict.is inGod,:my waitidg ant believing is to ſee the 
ſalz4tion.afttheLord:Soriti 6.and 9.verſes, He onh(meaning God } 
ts wy rocke and my [alvation,' my defence and my glory, my ſtrength 
«nd my refuge, therefore I ſhall not be moved, © x 

. Obſerve thisife of Faith, "it is purely in God, what Godivg 
abner ocean coning 9b God, 7 Blob 
moved... Why nor? 1B1cavſt God ir my racks aud Jalvaripm, bee 
44 my defence and firtngoh What is in Gotfis the Lon, of his 
confidence, therefore: God - himſelfe is the obje ofhis foule. 
This life of | faith-in Dav44, + is purely a lifein God, ſachs life 
as liveth purclyupon what God is. This life of faith. in David: 
pra im the vt pct of carne ttc 
himſelfe;: Inthis'worke he ſets forth che eniptinelle of all things 


others .to--:truſb "iq Go; chats, to live hpon wha 
out of God, he tellerh us in verſe 9. "Ther wow of low degree 
are vanity, -and win of ingh degree art a he ; tobe laid in the 
ballence, \ they ar altogether 6 peat wht 4 fl ch ſe ace 
empty:things compeed'to'Gog, are lighter then yanity,. nop-g0: 
be.ccuſted.ia, : or lay wy weipen, "God is 0nely enough to. 
anſwer the wants of eternall ſoules.; Live upon God, thisis 
purely the life” arid 'beneficof faith in the ſouſes of belieyers, to 
comments living God, that is, to livejpurely upon what isin 
v1} ' <5 Tis 1 , FE oy f? ' b + 4 ' # 4 HU ECEDTD £2 ex 
'Sa the ſamePropher-in Palm 3.3. Pat chou:Lord art afbeld 
or me, my 7lory and the lifter up of my. head ; In the verſe before 
he tellech us that many = ofhim, There is no helpe for him in 
bg<: 2 God ; 
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Ged; bur. fayes be, 1kootliecontrary, and1 doe fiveupon thy 
telfe as: my; :ſhicld,., my glory, and che lifteriup of my head: ; His 
life .is what God: is, for faigh-hath-pitchedypon Godfor bis 
life,,;agdjhe. lives inwhar. God is, Son P/al. 9110 By defence 
vo Ged ; That is, Godis-his firength, and! the ſtrengtly of Gvd 


d haye.oq lifeio themg fort livickin: 
-what Gpd.is; + 'Give.caretdithe voice of a be- 
ikingan Lament.'3- 244) The Lords my porticn, 
herefore will 1 hipe.in biys ; © This ſoule beletveth 
its POrtiQng andtherefore lives upon Gad bus Faith: 
Ypnn what Gad is.in himſe{fexo faticfie.the ſoule: with-. 
poet Z linkin hi faith ap (g0dj;; mentionediin 
* A&7/...17, to the.end;} is avery eminent proofeito 
tel &h us there, Alrbongh the figettce paler blofe 
Irhes Ws bei the Rags h lahewr.of ” ger 
the ball yeeld ng meet etl ſhall he rut off:from 
Oe CSC OVEF* BR: p64/qpton Tihe Anbd Cane 


my eo ou fool gh) into IO CHE We Dl, - 

© Ob e h8\feathe of. his ſpirit, and de ſpackes.this's That: 
thought #1! creatafe comfort. ſhould. faile;and be: gue: off from 
bias; et” th4t” conld not empty him*of joy and rejoycing, ifo# 
| Joug.e: the Lord cqntinged-tq be the God of his falvation;; arid 
his Rrengeh *;* what doth this fpeake, burctharthe Prophet Jived- 
pavely upon"what "was in God, OL pnlels ko ts 
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and; rejaycing would:,have þzen cut aff when the creatures of all 
kindes.;'andyn all places did faile, hut his houſe bving purely.vp- 
on, what, Gad was in himſelfe,: his joyes, arealwayes green, be- 
cauſe God-1z the fountaiae of his jay, thig.is truly the benefit af 
the life of Fa'th in the ſoule, ther muſt needs be a living advan- 
tage that leades the-ſoyle to a hving fountaine, and la es it cq 
relt .in; che armes of God, ſatisfying the.ſoule with what flowes 
from the, boſome .of God, chat foule, can never feare wants tha. 
hath this for ics. behefe, . chat what God is in hiraſblÞe he i for 
that ſoule, and what is communicable in God, ſHall according 
to the wants of. that, ſoule be: commnnicated:to it ;- and this is 
the life of Eaith, alife of joy and.reſt in God, ivingupon the e- 
verliving God, ir. is Flies ; p q an. advantage. to.39y.And reſt by; 
the. worldling, ©oh1 ve his Boge and bis Barnes full, iis truly. an 
atlvantage of Joy ayd Teh to 3a belieyerto live upon a full, for 
God is ever. full, ttiouph the field and+he barne faile, though the 


big hive ale ing otra apd cnn: hold whats acioo it, 
ye tlig ſoule chat bvack 0a G35 d 


never, ues... -;- 'J "m_ Lu ann d1%'1 1: gil a: 2Þ 

. Nay this 55, the _aJy Poke OLA eſgving ſople that liveth by. 
Faith, in God, it lives Jpiritually, chetreames that continually 
runs gr of the ſoule are Evangelicall, the light is pure, it is 


[js full of joy and relt, becauſe. Go 
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he light of the, Locd.;; che life is pure, itis che life of God ;]..e.. 
lives upon whats in FEED God thefeis its trealures- ax @. 1s; 
hears alſog the life of F41;h ith the evidence of things lang | 
not common-objects to earthly, eyes, but ſublime and ſpirituall 
objets, the grace, loye, redempriop, purity, power, and. falth-- 
fulneſſe of God 3 theſe are the objes of Faith, which doe cer- 
rainly,- make a molt. glorious life and reff } the” ſoule, this; ſoule 
is'of Heaven, | heavenly 5 it is begot and pew borne in Heaven 
and thgre it liyes, where ever-it moves;  touph” the bady-be ca- 
1 0 rt te | e hearts alwayes 
in Heaven, the obje&, reſt,” joy, 7nd ſ{tisfation of this ſoule. 
is ſpiritual ; God'is alf to this foule, and all ics life 1s1n God-; 
che- exe, is ſpirjtuall, andthe. heart is ſpificuall, this eye doth al- -_ 
wayes- ſee that in God which ſatisfieth chic heart 3* for the here © 
feaſts and fillerh it ſelfewith what it ſce.h andinjoyeth in God; 
if the Rocks ir the Wilderneſſe ſhould give'no water, yer the ſpi- 
SR ” io ricuall” 
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F - God ofhis . Salvation, for had. his life been out of God, his. joY | 
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Tituall eye ſeeth Chriſt to be a: Rock and u fountaine of life, 2nd 
{there ir-drinketh and fatisfierh it ſelfe with the waters of life ; 
'the Prodigall' had*rhis eye when ie ſaid, In my Fathers houſe is 
bread enough ; that eye which beholds God as a Father, doth 
acknowledge chat there is bread of life enough in God. and this 
is the ſpirituall eye, that eye of faith which makes Godits ſingle 
objeR, and ſatisfies the heart with what God is in himſelfe and to 
his pg ; ' fuch ſouls as by experience knows whatitis to five by 
faith in'God,I am fure doe yalue thisas an exceeding great henefic 
and advantage of the life of faith, that it hath God to live upon 
. for its life. | A | 
| A Second benefit of Faith in the ſoul, is this : OY 
By Faith foules attaine to therighteonſnefſe of God ( which 
is Chrilt ) a believing ſoale makes Chriſt its righteouſneſſe, So 
the Apoſtic Paul, Phil. 3.9. ' And be found in bim, not having 
mine owne rifhteouſneſſe which 1s of the Law, but that which is 
through the Ziich of Chriſt , the righteouſneſſe which i of God by _ , 
fuith;So long as this Apoſtle livedio his legal Tpiric and principles, 
his teg all duties and paiviledges, werehisrigheeouſneſfe, bur ſo 
ſoone as the life of Faith, lives io his ſoule, Chriſt. is made the 
the righteouſneſſe of his ſoule, 'hee cotints all bis formertigh- 
reouſneſſe, but as drofſe | and du : Now n6thiog wifl ſatis- 
fie his ſoute but to be found in Chrift ; thaeis, co have Chriſt * 
bis righteouſneſſe, rhar God may behold bim.in Chriff his 'owne ' 
 righecouſnefſe , Faith it clitibs as high as God for righteouſneſſe; 
nothing "below Chriſt ' muſt bea rightequſneſſe to a believing. 
ſoule, To befound in him, (Chriſt )the righteouſneſle which is of 
God by faith ; When faith ſeeks a righteoufnefle; ir reſts no 
where tilf it attaine Chriſt, who is the righteous of God; And 
this righteouſneſfe che A polile telleth us in Row..9. 30. That 
_ the Gentiles attained t0 og fad; That the Geniles have obtained 
righreou/weſſe, even the righteouſuelſe of faith: That is, they have by | 
faith pitched upon Chriſt for r1ghteouſneſſe, and fo throug 
betievibg have atcained the true righteouſnefſe, that righteouf-. 
neſs which the ſoul can atcaine-to no.other way, but by believing; . 
the Fewe- 1n all their legall duties could not attaine to that rights 
ouſneſſe which the Gentiles did by believing... .: 4-1 aph 
The righteouſneſſe of God. is. not of works, but by faith, 
Chriſt is Gods righteoulſnefle, he doth purchaſe and _— the 
oule 
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ſoule to believe, faich doch not-purchaſe Chriſt for 'a-ripliteou \. 
neſſe, but believe in che purchaſe and redemption thee Chriſt 
hath made for-it, and ſo atraines Chrift its rigliteouſnefſe, who 
ts Gods righteouſneſſe, and in waom the foule is to-al} eternity 
righreous in the ſight of God : CESS FLINT 
Thus was Abraham: beleeving.in Cod, accounted .to him for 
righteonſnefſe , It is not -#6-ahams doing, bur his believing, by 
which he attaines to the righteouſnes of God, and is counted righ- 
reous in the ſigh of God , Gods righteouſneſle is the gift of his 
free pgrrce, and can be atrained by the ſoule, no other way bur in 
Rg, becauſe any other way would deſtroy the grace of God 
inthe gift. | | 
Now this God is exceeding tender of, therefore he keeps all 
hands bur the hand of faith off from laying hold on Chriſt his 
righteouſnefſe, whom is the great gift of free grace ; bur as all 
other handsare excluded from medling with the righteouſneſle 
of God, fo this hand of faith, that never failes; when ever 
God pins forth this hand of the ſoule, he puts his owne nigh” 
teouſneſſe into it ; faith inthe foule doth certainely attaine th 
righteouſneſle of God, it is ſuch a hand as will preſerve the free 
grace of Gods righteouſneſſe pure in the heart, Chriſt the righ- 
teoulneſs of God in the heart doth preſerve and keep up intire the 
glory of free grace in God that made him righteouſnefle to the 
ſoute; and che hand of faith doth not ſlabber this glory, bat keeps - 
it pure upon the grace of God,”and doth acknowledge that it ſelf, 
as well as the righteouſneſſe it hath attained,is all the gift of Gods 
free grace. | | 
' Now faith as it thus attajnes the righteoufneſſe of God, muſt 
needs $e an exceeding great benefit to the ſoule, becauſe the 
righttouſneſſe is of ſo great a value ; the feet ofthem which 
briripg/plad cydings is welcome; ſo mult needs be.that glorious 
nagdwhich receives Chriſt in into the ſoule, none can tell: but 
em that have it, whata mercy it is to haye a bard and aheart 
or*Chriſt ; this. is the benefit of faith in the ſong, if is ſucha 
W as receives whole Chriſt, and delivers up the whole ſoyle 
back againe to Chriſt, it takes in Chriſt as its righteouſneſſe, 
| ay; giveth up the ſoule to Chriſt to be made righteous in him ;: 
thatſoule which attained Gods righteouſnefle, can at all times: 
goe to God ' in hisowne righteouſneſſe, this is the benefit of 
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- "Paich' inthe ſoule, ic cafi gov wich halyaldoefſe.cothec throne 
: of grace; -and: to» the thron&; of juſtice hop; beequle.ir.can come 


before God in his owne'righreouſneſſe; and can plead-thar to. 
God which by faith ic hath attained'of God, even the righteoul- 
nefſe of God by faith. F IG. | 0237 :1 


A Third benefit of faithinthe ſoul, 3s this "a 


True Faith in the ſoule querches the firy darts of Satan ; the 


"Devill is a very skilfull fire-maſter, he makes his firy darts ſo ex- 


a&, thar none but God can. quench them.in the ſoule,. and he 


" is very free of his worke, he will be alwayes caſting into the ſoul, 
-For his buſineſle is ro keep theſoul.in a flame, "that is the pro- 


per Element he lives in ; theſe firy darts are his temptations, 
with.which he goes about the Earth ſeeking whom he may dc- 


. your, with. theſe he ſought to winnow Par like Wheate, and 
- be is not onely fitced for Paxls temper, but he hath temptations 
"to ſuite. all tempers andall times, he hath baites to pleaſe the 


various pallats of a!l fleſh, he anſwers the proud, the peeviſh, 
the covetous, rhe enyious; the ſelfiſh and worldly wiſe men, in 


all cheir deſires, he makes all ſweet to the taſte, how bitter ſoever 


1r-proyes in the belly. ; he-is. properly che temprer, it_ is his courſe 
_of life wbich he hath uſed ever ſince our firſt Parents were in Pa- 
"radiſe; this is his 'worke-to, fir temptations co perſons and con- 


_ «ditions, and to ſhute theſe firy darts contiriually into the ſoules 


-of men and women ; Now the onely ſhield to keep of thele firy 
darts, is faith, and the onely hand co put out and to qnerch 


- theſe temptations in the ſoule, is faith; Zphe/e 6 16», Above all, 


raking the [Bield of faith wherewith yee ſhall be able to quench all the 
firy. darts .of the wicked ; The ſcope of the holy Ghoſt there, is 
to ſhew the ſoule its proper armour of defence, againſt the De- 
vill and all hisinftruments, the wicked and the wicked one, and 
inthis above all things, be commends faith , faith, ſayes he, that 
is able-to quench all.the firy darts, all the temptations, of the 
Devill and/his.inftruments;and there is an excecdiog full reafon ro 
be givet! ofthis: | © | 

« 'Foritisrhe true property of faith to lead the ſouſto God, the 


- believing ſoule will go to God for his allowance and approþa- 
| ion befortbe doth. any thing ; aow this is a ſure way to quench 


4 


all 


2.75 : 3M 


ro ET F " uy 4 
\ EN Le OR, OE Og ET ROI _—_— CPS pak iCal Area tt 
W's "OS n Ns Ho $3 5 
by. TS  -; 7 Fa 
+3." - ar. 
a i 


a Saint with an efabliſhed beart, © 
all the temprations- of Satan, to carry themto God, and nor to 
doe any 'thing till God have written his name and his will upon 
it, 'the believing ſoule tels Satan when/he remprs him to any 
thing, I am'not at my owne diſpofing, I an Gods ſeryant/Ewill. 
goe to him and' rel{him your demand, if God leavemethen, 
and nottill then will I obey you , O' nv ſayes the Devill, God is 
light; and if yon goe to-him he will.diſcoyer to you my darkneſle, 
T'cannot abide the brightneſle of his preſence, if you will-not 0+ 
bey without Gods leaveT muſt be gone , thus faith querichesche 
fiery darts of Satan '* Now under this confideration-how great a 
benefic and advantape is faith in the fonle, ir contends with; and 
deſtroyes [Satan \ in his - temptations, it is the greattrouble of 
Saints on earth, that they have fo bufte and ſo watchfalla De- 
vill for their enemy- : Now the ſhield of faith is a ſure defence 
. againſt this enemy, the believing ſoule lives in God and hath 
God to be a hiding place from che rempter, "the life of ſuch 
a ſouſe is by the faith of the Sonne of God, it lives in God'b 
faith through Chriſt, and the Tempter cannot goe throug 
Chriſt to God to deſtroy ſuch fouls, but the ſoule can, goethrongh 
Chriſt-ro- God ro deftroy the Tempterin his temprations'; chus 
faith in God is the life of God, ' and the death of finne and Si+ 
tan in-his temptations in the ſoules of believers; and fureI am, 
all fuch ſoules as bave experimented this benefit of faith in them- 
ſelves will ſay,it isproperly named a glorious advantage and bene- 
fit which the ſotle hath in believing. 43 7 


eA fourth benfit and advantage of fairh in the ſouls of belees 
- wers, this; | 

By faith Saints goe to God in all their wants asto a Father It 
the patrerne of prayer which our Savtourlefr, he holds forth thus 
much, That the ſoule which praves ih faith, 'g0es to God as to 
a Father though in Heaven yet a Father, ourheavenly Father; 
faith is that ſeed of God in the ſoule, by which the ſoule' is aſſu- 
red that it is begotten of Gods free grace ;' tlie new creature is a 
childe of Gods free grace ; now faith it carryes the foule roirso-.. 
riginall in all treights 'and wants, it telſeth the ſouſe1r'is only. . © - 
of grace that it1s whatiris; and what ever yet is wanting,” thi 
ſame fountaine muſt fupply'; nay ſayes faith to the fouſe, God 
is your Father, hebath ms you in his owne free grace wa - 8 

| ve 
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q Beleeviny in God doth «A duantage 
z lively hope in himſelfe, you have therefore the greateſt and'nea- 
reſteelation to plead with God of any other, could you ſuppoſe 
' any other ſo able as God to anſwer your wants, yet there is .. 
noneſo neare to you as God inrelation, to whom you may plead 
the-imtereſt of a Childe, and from whom you:may expe the 
bowels of a Father, and uponthis foundation the believing ſoule 
goes toGod in all its wants as te a Father: believing ſoulesare 
onely ſatisfied with childrens bread, and this they look for from 
cheir Father, ſo anſwerably in all cheir wants goe to their Fa- 
cther-; - faich is a great advantage to the ſoule in this, inall ics 
wants tocarry it to-a full fountaine, and to bowels of love which 
is ready to anſwer the foule with its owne fulneſſe ; a Father 
hath -a quick eare anda tender heart go his childs crys and wants, 
God is in this more exicRly a Father then any on earth, he is 
moſt 'ready to heare and anſwer the wants of his children, - this 
faith doth aſſure the ſoule of, and hereby drawes it forth to goe 
to God as its Father and make his wants knowne; Firſt Epiſtle 
of fohn 5.14,15-. And this ts the confidence that we have in bim,that 
. sf we arke any thing according to bis will be heareth us ; Andif we 
know that be heareth u« whatſcever we aske, we know that we have 
the petition that we deſired of him. 
Faith keeps the ſoule careful] to make petitions according to 
the will of God, and in the name of Chriſt aſſures the ſoule 
that its petition is granted ; the reaſon is this. the Child be 
| of the Father for the Fathers willto be done ard fulfilled in him, 
for that is it. which a believing ſoule wants and ſeeks for, onely 
thar God may beall in it, and chat his wilt may alwayes be done 
by ir 3 now this ſpirit and this aſſurance will be certainly carr y- 
ing the ſoule to God as to its Fatherin all wants, when crea- 
tures 1n their wants comes to lower relations then a Father, they 
give this for areaſon, my Father is not able, or my Father is 
dead, were he alive I would not trouble you; :which ſpeakes 
this, that if they had a Father to goe to, which were able to 
helpe them, they would carry ' all their wants to him, and 
center all their deſires in him, becauſe a Father , bur now 
faith in the ſouls it makes our God to bee a living Father, 
able to anſwer. all the wants;.that ſoule or body hath, and 
maketh knowneto him, and therefore carrys:the ſoule in all its 
wants fo God his Father ; intereſt is the ſtrongeſt of all pleas, _ ; 
e 


4 Saint with ax eftabliſhed heart. 


the nearer the intereſt and relation is, the ſtronger is the plea of | 


the ſoule ; the Prophet David in P/alm 28.1. uſeth this argu» 
ment with God for bis aſfiftance. ' Unto thee will /cr3,0 Lewd my 
Rock; bee nat filent to me : This is his plea, thou arr my Rocke,, 
thit is, my foundatjon and my defence, I have builded on thee, 
therefore be not thou ſilent , you ſee relation and intereſt is his 
argument, thou art my Rock therefore I come to thee ; 1, fayes 


faith thou art my Father, therefore I come to thee, be Ganghou 


filent thou art my Father, I know thy bowels cannot buyear 

to ſee my wants, and the injuries done to me; he that bakeves 
moſt in God is leaft in revenging his owne injuries, the reaſon i 
this, faith carrys the ſoule to God, and there it tels Godaſl the 
injuries and. kar that are offered and done to him, agd chen 
the ſoule is at reſt, leaves the recompence co his Father ; this 
ethroughly and ſpiritually conſidered, is a very great'advantage 
in the ſoules of believers, which is demonſtrable by che many 
great evils it keeps the ſoute from ; what is the reaſon that men 
of the World in their wants will deceive and lye, nay ſteal ra- 
ther then goe without what they luſt after, andin their Rreighrs 
will ſweare and forſweare, yea doe any unlawfull thing to break 
through, is it not want of faith in God, they ſay they have no 
other ways to helpz them ; that is, beciuſe they have no faith 
in God, Gods children finds other wayes though they be inthe 


ſame wants,they goe to their Father, faich pleadeth the.intereſt of - 


a Child, and begs day by day its daily bread,and keeps the ſoul be- 
lieving that as God is an exhauſted fountaine in himleife, ſothat 
he can never let that dye which himſelfe hath begotten, nor be 
worſe to his Children then earthly parents are totheirs 5 it is faich 
in the ſoule keepsit living upon God as a Father, which preſerves 
the ſoul from all evill ways to anſwer its wants, for it carrys the 
fonle £6 God as a Father in all its wants both for ſou} and 'body, 
ſee the operation of faith in Davids foul, P/al. 31. 14. [traſt in 
thee, O Lord, I ſaid thou art my God, | 
Where faith cleares up intereſt it begets truſt, thou art my God 
therefore cruſt in thee ; ſo doth faith clear up the relation: of a 
Father in God tothe ſoule, and-chen what followes; Thou art 
my Father, therefore I come to thee and truſt inthee : The 'ſoul 
is exceeding ful) of Gyeetneſſe, joy, reſt, and holy boldnefle, 
- when it can come to God asto its Father, and ſtandin his pre- 
| : O 2 ſence 
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| | Believing in God doth tdointage | 

ſence as in preſence of his Father , Nowthis ſneetheſle,. joy, 
reſt, and holy boldneſſe of the foule, is the fruir of faith intbe 
Toule x Faith. in the ſoule makes the ſoule much in heaven by 
prayer, hecauſe it delights to be in irs Fathers. preſence, ' and 
ſpreading 
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before the boſome of his love ail the wants it is in. 
Burthened hearts doe uſe to ſeeke ſome true friendly boſome to 
open. themſelves to, ard ſo in ſome meaſure to.caſe themſelves J 
now-in.&his, faith is a mighty advantage to the foule, for it leads 
the fouls, to- God, and God its Father, where ic ſhall not only 
open; bur.certainly eaſe it.felfe of all its-burthens. Come wnro mee 
all yee- that are weary & heavy loadeu(layes God )and I vill refreſs. 
104;, | I, fayes faith inthe ſoule, goe to your Father, he will eaſe 
you of; at;burtbens, and. reſt. you in his owne boſame,; when 
as. the. ſoule. {ces the power ofg God, and the love of aEather 
centre. in, one obje&t, iris caſily:drawne.co runne after itin all its 
wants... Now. thus taith bolds._ forth God to the ſoule, as God 
our Father, . and; by faith believing. ſoules goe ta God inall their 
wants,. andcry our, .O opr Father,/.we want, viRtory over fio in 
qur' cogverſations, deliverance. from the. temprations of Satan, 
to. be--garryed. in thy Spiricabovre the Jove and joy of the world, 
ro.have our-wills wholly melted into thine, to be ſpirituall in our 
light, motion,and worſhip; We deſire as our head did for us,to be 
. kept from theevil.of the world, and that thou. wouldſt provide for 
us all chings zeed{ull quite-chrough the, Wilderneſle ;theſe are:our 
wants.and delires, ,,, - Elite bom Re Fat Sdn hoon 
. But thou art God,; in'whom. there can be,;no want, and thou 
art our Father, therefore. wee, pray thee anſwer all our wants 
according to thy. wiſedome and thy gore. eſe areghs brea-. 
things-and - mogions. of true and lively faith in the.ſaule, ,;it ear- 
ryes-Saints thus. t9 God as..to. a/Father jn ali their wants, . and. 
makes them. much with God in the opening their wants:to-him; 
becauſe God is their Father ; Now what eyer keepsthe ſoul much: 
with God, muſt needs be a'great benefic to. the ſoul; and this is 
faith, that, which;carries.the ſoul in all its wants to God;and keeps 
the. eye; of the ſouſe fteady 0n God.as A Father, thereforg a greau 
benefit cothe ſou]. 2 12 Sg en Gereds often Tom 
- .-* A fpfth benefit of faith 5:4.the ſinle,, 1 this 3 «7 
- By: faith Saints doe chearfully undergoe fufferings for FROG: 
ard: 
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wy chooſe them, ' though grievons ro the fleſh; -rarker, then 
' This is fo truly the benefic of fair in the ſoa'e, 'that riotie bue 
ſuch fonies as b:lieve in God'candoethus, | Saints:doe this by a 
ſtrengrh outofthemſelves, even in God, which'ttity have in God 
by believiog. By ſa:cl1in God Shadrach, Meſherhy and” Abrainegs,; 
Dan.z.chole Nebuchaduezzar;firy furnace,rathertherto w : hip 
his golden” Image which he had 4det up; Faith made ir eaSer ts: 
them ro fuffer for God, then to ſinne apainſt him!; *rhouph che 
Furnace was hear ſeven titties hover then before; Nrbnebedwes 
2.47 gave them their cHoiſe, #nd fait taught them what to chboſe'; 
Thefe belteving foules counts the flames of fin tobe rore dread- 
full, | and fulfer of fimarr, thea#ny flames which the Tyrant could 
caft them inro*\! hey had fiitfycomtuſltin God; andthartarry- 
ed tljeth above the command; of flitve, orrtiefeare of panifiitiene 
inthe'diſobeying of man. -The fare effeR'0f fhith we findin'D @- 
»icl, inche ſixth Chapter of his Booke, verſ7 ro! | Now'when Da» 
niel knew that the writing was fignet, he went into'bns Chumnber, and: 
prayed three; times a'day, © Hee knew whatſnare wis laid to earch. 
him in, yer-he'6mitted not his duty;) hechoſe rather £) Beet 
into the Lyons niouths, then! to keep 'Fis' nioud ftivr from inn» 
king Pecitions ro God ; thus ſaith” in God'kepr hinicloſe to his: 
dury. — it-led him into the frares of death -* Faith kept 


up the'Apottle/Pap/*s ſoule toithis pitch ih efF#7 21. 13. whietins 


Acthiy refarions' would By teares liave perfvaded hich toonfiti das 
ty,/ that Ke migtit wave bonds-;" liee' anſwers their folicications. 


thus ; what meane ee ro weepe,and tobreaks my tare; for F am reud = 


dy not to be bound only, bat alfo to dyeat Hiernſaltm' for the\ Name of 
the Lord Feſus (hrift, Asif head ſaid, your weeping is my greatelt 
barthen; you break my 'heare with thae';-av for bonds abUdeath: 
for the Naine of Chrilt, fiith in 'Godwill earry't6 theotghtall 


that; arid I had rarher chooſe to dye at Hiernfaleer; -thieh tot * 


mit my dury, and'not to goe for feare of bonds. Phids we ſee the 
choiſe, of ſoukes believing in God, when finre aud ſufferings are-- 
before then; 'one to” þbe*cttoſen, an the other left; *Higw none 
byr_ "1 "Befleving ſoule-. cart doe thus,” for 1e4s/Mith ic O6UWwHich 
keeps the fonle'clo!e to, Gol? the pleaſure of Fnne though Bit for 
a'feaſon, 'Wilf fave ſuck ſoules ashave nottheir pleaſure ity God. 
None can' live in- God' with delight that. doch nvr mA 
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God, ſo that it is only the believing ſoule that chooſes God for 
its delight, and will rather chooſe ſufferings, then leave God : 
Chriſt hath many which profeſle to follow him, andtobe in 
bita-: bur when be tryes them by ſufferings for his Name and his 
Truths, they leave him, and with Demas embracethe preſent 
-world, by which he diſcovers them, that they were onely of 
- bim by bare profeſſion, not truly in him hy faith, for then they 
would. abide with him, and accounted of Chriſt to be as worthy 
and as lovely with his Croſſe, as with his Crowne, and would 
"have choſen in all conditions to abide with Chriſt ; T, as Loſes, 
to chooſe aflitions with the children of God, rather chen the 
pleaſures and honours of Pharoab's Court ; to a believing eye 
Chriſt puts a beauty upon ſuffering, and a blackeneſſe upon fin, 
ſo that the ſoule for beauty-ſake chooſeth ſufferings rather then 
finnes;this is a precious advantage in the ſoule. : but the truth of 
ic ſpeakes this, chat there is very little true faith in the World : 
this faith is accompanied with much love to God and Chrift, and 
that makes it the more rare and ſcarce to be found : but where it 
is, it makes a. glorious ſoule and copyerſation > Wee may finde 
many that doe chooſe ſinnein love.to ſinne, though ſufferings 
be-viſible to the eye, and ſhame at the heels of ſuch courſes ;but it 
is only the believing ſoule, that to ſhun ſin will chooſe ſufferings, 
- and that out of love to God and faith in him ; This isa rare ad 
vantage, for ir makes the ſoule a rare ſoule, ſuch a one as.is no 
where to be found but amongſt Gods Jewels, his little lock and, 
peculiar ones ; this fgth is always. leading the ſoul of ſin to takein 
Chriſt, chough ſufferings comes with hin ; nay chooſeth to em- 
barque in a ſtorm with Chriſt, rather then to goe with ſinne in 
the moſt pleaſanteſ} calme that the world affords , It fearesnot to 
be with Chriſt io croubled Seas, becauſe it believes be can rebuke 
them at bis pleaſure, ſo that both wind and Seas ſhall obey him ; 
Faith knows nothing can bound God, but God can bound the 
creature when he pleaſeth ; Faith knowes, if God ſay the word, 
though the ſhip b2 ſplit in the midſt ofraging Seas, yet not the 
life, of, one man ſhall periſh whom God hath promiſed to bring 
_ fafe co:ſhore, ard hereby faith perſwades the ſoule to chooſe ſuf- 
ferings in communion with God, thereby ro avoid ſinne which 
leades the ſoule from God , the believing ſoule can ſee no happi- 
neſſe out of God,therefore refuſeth to embrace any ſeeming ples- 
| by ure 
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fare which leads from God, and this ſoule ſees ſuch full happi- 
neſſe in' God, thar it believes what ever ſufferings it meers with- 
all in commanion with Gol ; that God in ſuch communion will 
ſwallow up the ſonle in himfelfe above a1l ſufferings ; and in this 
faith, doth the ſoule cheerfully undergoe ſufferings for: God, and 
chooſe chem rather then fin, which is a greater advantage to a 
child of God in this world, then if all the world were at his diſpo- 
ſing. | 


ef ſixth benefit and advantage of true Faith in the ſonle 
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Faich makes the ſoule ſteady in its-worſhip and ſervice of God; 
when as a ſoule believes that it doth worſhip God according to. 
his owne mind and will, . then.it is not eaſily removed or ſhaken 
in its worſhip and. ſervice of God, therefore ſayes the Apoſtle, 
let everyone be fully perſwaded in his owne minde that is, what ever 
men doe in the ſervice and worſhip of God, let him figly believe 
that it is the mind and wil of God he ſhould ſo ſerve and worſhip 
him ,for uncertainty of Gods minde, will make unſeledgeſſe in 
mans worſhip ; hee that believerh not that God is-pleaſed with 
what he doth, cannot be ſteady in that ſervice to God ; He that 
worſhips an unknown God; that is, God in ſuch a way as hee 
knoweth not whether God will approve of or-not, will not bee 
long known by that worſhip, If faith clearesnot up the will of -- 
God to the ſoule in.its way of worſhip and ſervipg God, the 
ſoule walkes in the darke, and hath trembling in it ſuitable to 
darkeneſſe, and trembling joynts cannot be ſteady inthe way 
they walke, the uncertaine ſoule will goe with every onethbat 
pretends to ſer it right ; but when faith hath-cleared up Gods will 
to the.ſoule, then it moves ſteadily ;. Faith is a ſteady eye, and 
it makes God its object, ſo thar where faith ſives, the ſoule is 
ſteady in its motion ; and though. it may, as God comes nearer to 
it goe from Jower to higher formes, yer in all it goes nearer to 
God, and is more and more clear in the mindanrd will of God,. 
more ſteady and ſpirituallin its worſhip and ſervice.of God ;that 
is, worſhips God more purely, more out of the fleſh and more 
in the Spirit, according to. that Goſpel-worſhip, our-Saviour 
ſpeaks of in fohn 4. 24. Ged 154 Spirit, and they that worſhip 4 
: | mu 


Believing in God doth Advantage | 
muſt wirſhip him in ſpirit and in truth. In ſpirit, becauſe he is a Spi- 
rit; in truth , becauſe he.is the true God ; Now none but the be- 
lieving ſoule cat worſhip Godeither ini ſpirit or truth ;for he thax 
believerh not his worſhip to be according to God,cannot worſhip 
in truth, becauſe he knows not the mind of God who is the God 
of truth : nor canit be inthe ſpirir, for the Spirit is light, and 
makes knowledge of God, therefore it is onely the believing foul 
that can worſhip God in ſpirit and truth, and no other ſoule 
canwarſhip God truly, or be true to the worſhip and ſervice of 
God which it doth profeſſe. It was faith made the three Chil- 
dren and the Prophet Dariel, inthe Booke of 'Dexie/, ſo cmi- 
nently ſteady _ in their worſhip and ſervice of God, and traly it 
is want of faith chat makes the unſertlement of ſouls in this thing, 
and fiich as are'fo zealous to have multitudes to worſhip God, 
whether they know and believe it to be Gods minde or not, may 
brihg many pretenders to God, 'but not any whit more of wor- 
ſhip and ſervice to him, Faich makes men true to the worſhip and 
ſervice of#God, and force makes men true to the wil-worſhip of 
man,; for 'as he that believeth will not ſwerye from what God 
hach | reveſled to him, ſo ſuch as worſhip onely by the rule of 
mans will and power, is alwayes ready to worſhip in what mannet 
foever man will have him, and this makes him as uncertain in his 
worſhip, as man is who is his rule for worſhip ;but the ſoul advan- 
taged to worſhip and ſerve God in fpirit and truth, is the believing 
ſoule ; for what faith fixes of God in the ſoute, that the ſoule is 
ſteady ro Godin, andalwayes ready to worſhip ard ferve God 
with ;* it therefore concerns ſuch as wonld be ſteady in their wor- 
ſhip and ſervice' of God, to doe nothing in his worſhip and ſer- 
vice but what they can doe from a principle of faith, believing 
it to be the.mind and will of God conceraing their ſoules, in their 
worſhip*and ſervice of him, and in this faith tbe ſoule will be | 
ſteady to God, andir may ſay as the Prophet David: O Lord my 
heart ts fixed, my heart is fixed, Iwill ſing ard give praiſe. My 
heart is fixed on thee, my joy is continually in thee, and my 
praiſe and worſhip ſhalt be alwayes to thee according as thou halt 
by faith fixed my heart on thee, ſo ſhalt thou have fixed worſhip 
and ſervice from me , Soules thus fixed are rarely found, nor are 
they. ever found but where faith liverb, and as faith growes, ſo 
the ſoule fixes ; This isa benefit and advantage fixcd to faith in 
F te 
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a Saint with an eſtabliſhed heart. ITY 
his ſoule, and what the benefit of ſuch a-preſence ; Why itis this, 
the ſoule'is carryed above-feareinto the ſtrength of God, helives, 
in God, and this makes him to be above feare ; whom ſhould I 
feare, of whom ſhould 1 be affraid, Is there any greater then God? 
can any power take me out of his hands? he is my lightin which 
I ſee the powers of darkneſle, and know they are too weake to 
contend with him ; he is my ſtrength, ſo that not any thing can 
deftroy me, which cannot overcome him : Nay, he is my falva- 
tion, he hath in the glory of his grace already ſaved mee out of 
the hands of all my enemies, to this end, that I might ſerve him 
without feare ; he hath ſo overcome all enemies for me, that as 

live in him, ſo I have none to be affraid of, theſeare the argu- 
ings of faith in ſuch-ſoules as live upon God, (-which is the life 
of faith) ſuch ſoules argue their ſafety from what God is,. and 
therefore till a greater then God appeares, they know no cauſe of 
feare. This is the Apoſtle Paxls argyment, when as he was ſtrong 
in faith, Rem. 8. 31. 1f God be for us, who can be againſt us, His 
life was in God, and by faith he argues thus ; what power can 
contend with God, hee ſpeakes there of the greateſt powers of 
darkneſſe, that ſayes, if God be reconciled to us, no power, or 
powers can ſtand againſt him; now faith in the ſoule ſayes, God, 
is reconciled to us, he & for 4, heis our ſalvation and ftrength, 
none can be againſt us and proſper in their way, therefore whows 
ſhall we feare, or of whom ſhall we be affraid, So the ſame Frophet 
in P/atm 31.14. Inthe verſe before he ſayes, that feare was on eve- 
ry fide, untill faith came into his ſoule , bur faith, that baniſheth 
feare. Itrruſt in thee O Lord, I ſay thog art my Ged. Faith was bis 
— to carry him above all thoſe feares that were before on 
every ſide,and he commends to all Saints for ſuch an end in v. 23. 
Be of good conrage,and he ſhall ſtrengthen your hearts,all ye that hope 
#n the Lord. As 1t he bad ſaid,you may live above feare if your truſt 
be in God. In P/al.56.9.11,We ſhall find the Prophet in the pra= 
ices of what he exhorted to in the laſt Scripture ;zPhes I cry unto 
thee, then ſhall my enemies turne backe : this 1 know, for God us for 
wee, Mark it, here is his faith, that when he cryed to God for 
help againſt hjs enemies, that they ſhould be confounded and 
| rurned backe ; and the ground of his faith is this, for God # for 
+ me, Godwill engage oamy fide, andI live on him as my ſtrength 


and my ſalvation ; but in verſe 11. There is the effect of this faith 
io 


PI_P 
2-4 ry POT 
ks " 2 * TS ISS. a x 
5 ef OST ET OIARS RY 4 
on as + : $6 > Im " 
hs £ q 5 - E , 
- 


BY 5. 2 xr - * , 
2 oo > ” , 
b- T2 : , 
- . 
= F 
; o S | I : 
F 
i : ” F 


in his ſoble, and that is, it that carrycshim above feare. - 7n Ged 
' bave Iput my truft, [ will not be aff 746d what man can dee nnto me. 
Obſerve, it is not feare, becauſeT have put my truſt in God 2 
Faith in God caſts feare out of the ſoule, for it carryes the ſoule 
up to God above feare , I have put my truſt in God, and ſhall I 
now. be. affraid of man? ShallT feare fuch an inferior power ca 
God, tliat which. God can deftroy ina moment, in the twinck- 
ling ofaneye , this feare hath no confiſtancy with faith nor can 
it live where faith liveth : Faith in Ged affures the ſoule, that, al 
the . Nations of the Earth are but as the drop of a bucket compared to 
2d, and therefore wherefaith lives, the ſoule cannot feare the 
naar; all che empty powers of the world to he againſt it, when 
as God is for it, andit hath puc its truſt in God, P/al. g1. 1. He 
that dwelleth in the ſecret place of the maſt high, ſhall abide yunder the 
ſhadow of his wings. Who ever lives in the bofome of God by 
faith, knowes it lelfe to be ſafe inthe protetion of God and ſo 
is above feare as itis in God God is the refuge, fortreſſe,and de- 
liverer of ſuch as truſt in him, therefore as he is all this, and my 
God, in him will I put my truft, and ſurely he will deliver me, 
ſayes the believing ſoule ,cherefore whom ſhunld I feare,and of whom 
ſoznuld 1 be afraid. By faith ſoules live (atisfied in God, and a- 
bove feare, though all creatures faile ; as the Prophet Zephaniab, 
in: Chap. 3. verſ, laſt, Though the Fig-tree and all other crea- 
tures and fruits of the earth ſhould faile;yet fayes he, 7 will rejojce 
in God, & joy in the God of my ſalvation, for the Lord he s« my 
ftrength. Here is living upon God,above.and without the creatures, 
and this life is a life of joy, which muſt needs be above feare. Faith 
15 a life in God, as a God of ſalvation, ſo a life of joy, and this 
purely in God; not becauſe of any creature, enjoyment that might 
-goe along with God, but in God when all theſe faile; ard:yet 
' this is alife of joy, a life above feare, this is the life. of faith in the 
foule, ard the benefic of ſuch a life. | 

So the Church of God in P/alm 46. liveth by faith above feare 
asit liveth in- God : this is che Churches faith, Gd & ous refuge 
and ftrength, a very preſent help in trouble. Now the next verſe tel- 
leth us 6 4X is the effet of this faith in them; Therefore will not - 
we feare though the earth be removed, and ſo forth.. This is the be- 
nefit- of facrh in God, it quenches and deftroyes fleſhly and car- 
-nall feare, it empties the ſoule of all but God, ſo as it makes 
| | | God 
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Godall tothe ſoule, and to live ogly upor what God is; Faich- 
in its groweth deſtroyes feare in its very bing ;for as faich growes 
higher, and higher, {o:is the ſoule carryed more and more.into 
God, by which iz livech more on God, and God inthe foule. 
deſtroyes that fleſhly carnalfeare that'is ip the ſeed of naturezin all 
fleſh ; Faith,at this pitch in the ſoul, is an exceeding great advan- 
tage in times of tryall; for where fleſhly feare liveth as ſupreame, 
there fleſhly power, commands the whole ; Now in times of cryall. 
ſach ſoules will ſayle amiſle, that have this power at the ſterne , 1f 
in tormes faith be not the Pilor, ſoules will ſplit on rockes, but ne- 
ver arrive at God  nayevery calme will endanger the ſoul if faith 
guide it not to.God;ſo that as faith. doth deſtroy carnall feare,and 
keep the ſoule.cloſe ro. God; 1o itisa very great bofit and adyan= 
tage in the ſoules of beleeyers. 


Wi irene, Faith in GOD aoth advantage the Soule tn 
ths : : 


_ Faith makes ſoules faithfull, ; trueto their truſt and promiſes, 
truſting in the true God to prote& and-carry them chrough all 
difficulties, It was thus with Queen Eſther, Eft. 6.16. Shee 
promiſes Afordecai and the Fewes, that ſhee would firſt ſeek God 
to goe with her, and then ſhe would goin to the King ; the ſtory. 
telleth us that there were great difficulties:in the way,yet4his'be- 
lceving ſoule; was true and faithfull- to her engagements, and 
the truſt that was repoſed in her ;She ſought God to goe with her 
andin God doth faithfully diſcharge her duty and cruſt, though 
death and danger was in every ſtep of the way ; Faith is a vigo- 
rous: grace. in the ſovle, it filleth with ſpirits, and carryes-ſoules 
1n thewayes of che faichfall God, though Lyons and Beareslye in 
the wdy; Thusfaith wrought in this Heriock piece of the weaker 
Sex; depths of dangers could not make ber u-faitbfull ro her God 
and rene. , p , i | | 
... Faithfull Fo/eph is another proofe to this truth; in Giw.c3g. his 
lew'd Miityelſes temptarigns could not make himfalle t6;his Mas: 
ſter, and he:giveth his for his reaſon, hee could not befalſe £0 
chac truft his Maſterhad commicted to him,” nor durtt be. finne as 
gainft God, faith kept him true both ro God and.man, and that 
Is the true nature of faith y be faithful); therefore ſaith-Zames or 
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- = his Epiſtle.. ew me thy faith by thy worker. If thou haſt faith, ic 
will keepe the faithfull bethito' God and man; 'what ever ſoule is 
- falſe ro God and maniin that truſt which Godand man hath com- 
mitted to it, I dare affirm, itis the effe&t of mnbeliefe ; menin' 
truſt prove falſe to truſt as they thinke for fleſbly advantages, or 
upon ſome outward necefſity-; but the trye cauſe is unbeliefe ; for 
had they faich in God; they would be faithfull to God, and 
the truſt 'committed to them; 'Did they believe in God coowne 
them; they won'd in- that' faith keepe 'true to'God, and owne 
hira ; did they bejeeyeGod to be the owner, the author, and pre- 
ſerver of all cruth ard faithfulneſſe, they would in this beliefe be 
faithfall.ro God, true to their truſt, and truſt the God of truth 
ro pteſerve them > for thisi9rhe effe of faith in the ſoule, and I 
know-no truer a demonſtration of atyiinbelieving ſoule; then:to 
be falſe toGodand manin the truſt that is committed to it, upon 
any pretended grounds whatſoever; -nor"isany thing a truer ef- 
fe of faith, nor a clearer image of God in the ſoule then faith- 
+ - fulneſſe to God and man; Intruſt commitred, andin epgage- 
2 ments'given forth, this effe&t'of faith T'confeſfe doth dechre the 
preſent generation to be exceeding faithleffe ; but yet let God be 
true, though all men be lyers ; for ſuch a ſoule as lives by faith, 
lives in God, fo intruth, and cannot befalſe co God or his'peo- 
ple; totruſt or their owne'promiſes, This is a'precious benefit of 
faith; /itis not only a'benefit to fuch ſouſes in whom it'ts,'bur alfo 
to that Land and people where ſuch ſoules'do' dwell. as 


A further effeft and benefit of faith in God, 5 thi: ; 


\It makes men deny themſelves to lift up Gods glory, 'and will 

' not” by any-meanes take Gods plory to themſelves, 'thouph they 
have fair advantages for it.See is fully. proved in! Perer and Joby, 
As 3.12. Aft: 4.10. ſo 0n, when as, by faith in God, they bad 
to the wonderme:t & amazement of the people been inſtruments 
5 | make the lame-man walke, ſo that all the people ran abour 
3 ther ro'ſee what was done ; Then Peer being afftaid, -leftthey 
ip ſhoald aſcribe Gods glory to theth, he'ſpeakes to'the people in 
= Chap. 3.'verſ. 12. And when Peter ſaw'ir, hee }0:- 208, JR the 
7. people, yee men'ef 1ſraet why marvell you ai this,or why hoke you (6 
” tz. oarneſily on u,as though by our own power and bolineſſe webad made 
I ns 2 this man to walks. _ [4 Ct | This 
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This Scripture clearely proyes thus much, that the Apoſiles | 


were carefuli that not ſo much as a thonghe ſhould remaine inthe 
| Proples hearts tharthe Jame man was madero walk by any power 


and holineſſe thit*was fingly-or originally in them{, andthere- 
fore to put all 'that our of diſpute, they deciare'themſelves no- 
ching, but Chriſt all in the worke, in As 4.10, Be jt known un- 
to yon -all, and, to all rhe people of Iſrael, chat by the Name of Feſms 
briſt of Nazartth, whoni'yte crutified; whom Coll vaiſed from the 
cad, even by hind dot 'ths man ſtand befbre you” whote.” 3 0! 
Obſerve the.care of preſerving'the glory of God'and Chriſt in 
tire 'that was in theſe faithful ſoules, for they make a full De- 
claration of the power which did the work, ar whichi they were 
ſo amazed. * Know 4/1 you,” and 'doe you-make 'it' knowne to 
all the people of 1/r4et, that by'the' Name' and power: of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt this worke is donie'; "They had here a faire 
opportuinty. to- gaine . great honour to themſelves from the peo- 
ple, but faith" in the foule makes it its bufineſle; to lift up the 
Nang and glory of God, and. to live upon that in all itdoth. 
By. fai h theſe Apoſtles "were inftrumentall in this worke, /and 
this, faith keepes rhem-trive to the” original gloty. whichithey 
aRed by, namely God' and Chriſti; t -wrought -rthis great 
'worke in the Name of Chriſt,” and by the' power of God, and 
; their ſecond worke is to keepe the glory-of it upon its owne foun- 
dation, namely God and Chrift --Now'that they-might more 
"plainly ſhew God-ahd Chriſt co the people intthis greatworke, 
they x Foes downe all that tangs in the'wiy, and firſt begin wich 
themſelves ; Looke not upon us a if wee by onr owne power and hoti- 
elſe bad made this man whole, 5] 
' God hath. uſed us as inftruments, but in this God is origis 
_nally all, nine) i took upon: God, . not tis # Thus. faith in 
GOD throwes dowhe felfeand fleſh; that G'O'D! in'bis glory 
' may appeare,' that the ſoule might glory in what God is, and 
not what ſelfe is; This is a precious grace in the ſoule, forit 
. Makes a precious foyle, a' ſoule willing to worke for Gods glo- 
ry, ;and accquits: this'a/ ſulf recompenceits! dll-its:labour'and 
worke, that, -God is thereby glorified, burwichall is exceeding 
tender that-riothing'of ſelfe ſhould ſhare.with-G O'Diin the 
| "ry ohely-due to his Name : Faith ar this/pitchis yery rarely 
Foo in theſe latter: dayes, wherein men-are lovers of —_ 
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Themſelves more. then loyers of God, but where ever it is, it is 
an exceeding benefic and a mpatage Fo he ſcule ; ſuch ſctiles doe 
the worke of Heayen 0n,Eartb, lift up che pame and glory of Gol 
in all they doe, and are not contented in doing any thing bur in 
which they may doe this, throw downethe vaile of their owne 
fleſh, that the glory of God might appeare in them and by them 3 
allchoſe fleſbly felfeiſh carna Lpciociglet and pradtices that are in 
the hearts and lives of men,they are the fraits and effe&sofunbe- 
liefe inthe ſoule ; the evillof which doth give demonſtration to 
the excellency and benefit of faith ; faith that workes and rulesin 
the ſoule and converſation, to the throwing downe of ſelfe, and to 
the lifting up of Chriſt iw-the World, thisis ſo great a benefic chat 
none can, prize it but they that haveit, it is more in the injoyirg 
then.it can Þe in the deliring. AH Sie: 


eAmther benefit of Faith in the ſoule is this: 


Faith in God keepes the ſoule in a ſteady expeRation of Gods 
fulfilling-.and making-good. his promiſes though the aQs of his 
providence may ſeemeto worke croſly.; Faith centres the ſoule 
upon God in his promiſes,. and brings it to, this pitch thae 
though it cannot ſee Gods'way of working : 'yer, having belie- 
ved: God. in, his word, doth reſt inthis, that all his workes ſhall 
and: doe make-good-his. word ; ſo that the ſoule when it.is at a 
loſſe concerning Gods way of working, yet it isat reſt inthe 
end ' of God/tnade knowne by his Word, and can arguechvs 
with it ſelfe, though in the aings of God he ſeemes to croſle 
| his owne ends; yer I know they ſhall all runne into bis fairbMll 
Word, and what he there ſpeakes be is now a doing ; hol I 
am a ſtranger 10 theiway of, bywerking. Jet he will pes te 
failing to: his owne holy ends. declared in his word; and upon 
this account the ſoule 15-kept to. waite quietly and to bee ſteady 
io- its exypeRatiens of Gods fulfilling and making good his pro- 
miſes, - though; the. workings of bis providence may ſeeme to'a& 
croſly+z+ Therefore ſayes the.Prophet, /7 will pruft 3n thee thing h 
thow lglleft mee; What ever thou doeſt I.know thou wilt fulfill 
thy promiſes-; this; was Afoſes faith-at-theRed Sea, and his 
counſel tothe Iſraelites, Exaod- 14. 13. Not tofeare but to fland 
- frill and ſee the ſalvariin of God; As if he had ſaid,I and-you — 

| receive 


received promiſes from. God that he will be wich us and deliver 
us ue of the hands of Pharoab and His Task-maſters, 'why' let 
us beleeve theſe promiſes, though his workings at this preſent 
may. ſeeme as though hee mean to let Pharoab deſtroy. us; yet 

having his word to the contrary, feare not his workes, but ftand 

fill and ſee rhe ſabvation of the Lird 3 all his workes fhall accom- 
pliſh tbe fulfilling of his Word ; therefore in faith be quiec and 
waite for it; there is not any thing that is more truely the nature * 
of faith then chis, toikeepe the ſoule quier in waiting-on God for 
the fulfilling of his promiſes ,- God extiorts to this in Pſalm 46. 
10. Be ftill and know that Tam God, 1 will be exalted among /t the 
Heathen, I will be exalted in the Earth ; That is, you that have 
beleeved my word, if-it have ſpoken good to-you, be ftiff and 
quiet in- your ſpirits concerning the fulfilling of it, for I am God 

L ara fairhfull and crue, though my workes ſeem contrary to your 

eyes ; yet they are but to exalt:my.name amang the Heathen, and 

in the whole earth, that. men may not trace-me in my way ; but 
yet know, [am G04, 1 will be faithfull to my ends and promiles ; 

\ fixe you yonr eyes there and quiet your heart in them, judge noc 
my end by my-wayes, but my wayes by my end, waite on the: - 
fulfilling of my word, Be fti{l and wy that Tam God, 

Faith in-God makes the ſoule ſtill and quiet in all Gods diſ- 
fations to it, becauſe 1t knowes that he is Gad,therefore can» 
not be unfaithfull ro his promiſes, bur is in all accompliſhing his. 
owne will in-the giving in co his people the fulnefle of his pro- 
miſes made to- them ; this the ſoule by faith is aſſured of, and: 
therefore waites patiently, and is not moved from its beliefe of 

God, though his preſent diſpenſations ſpeakes ſome other thing 
to his fleſhly underſtanding : Now if this be the workings in 
the ſouſe, as doubtleſle itis, then faith is an exceeding great be- 
nefic inthis very thing ; for a ſoul fixed on Godin his word and: 
romiſes, is in a meaſure, in Heaven already, it ;satreſt in; God, 
and is: filled with che joyes. of God in its reſt, it lives above out- 
ward appearances even in what God is and what God faith, not 
doubting but that all þis workes ſhall make good his word; ſo- 
chat what ever his owne fleſh or any other ſhall ſpeake contrary” 
to the Word. of God, - wen, bears ante ſodle, mot 

keeps up the ſoulein a ſteady expeCtationof Gods making good: 

al. his promiſes, and. a+patient waiting vpon God for Mower 
ata | cime;;, 


_ + 
3 > wa 3 
: % "Tet 
RE. LO 
p 


120 | penn in s Gol toth egy, 


rige ; the troubled unfixec fon 's.of unbeleivers,could they ſpeake, 
would ſet forth 'the' exceeding|benefic. of faith in this particular; 
that which fixech the ſoule in poſle 
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"Weds a foule by ruth lacvie intereſt in God in that mbre ex- 
ceeding and: eterna(l weight of glory; 8 then, and nottilf then 
nr A emo lyir 6s 1n tle HE that 
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vs viſion/is! ke foble allinrag Realm, 
ſo truely wedried fromthe orjd 

it, there'is == Ni 
the World and our owne-flethly 
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a Saint with an eſtabliſhed heart. I2r 
know ſayes this Apoſtle that God is our intereſt, himſelfe is our 
ecernall habitation ; ſo that when ever theſe clay walls ſhall 
crumble into duſt we ſhall be no looſers by ic, for the diſfolving 
of them is nothing elſe bur the poſſefling of our full intereſt in 
God : Now marke the effeQs afthis faith in the 2. verſe ; For is 
this we groane earneſtly, aefiring to be cloathed upon with our houſe, 
which « from Heaven : The knowledge of intereſt in God which 
' is the proper worke of faith inthe ſoule, it makes the ſoule not 
onely weaned from, but alſo aweary of the World, it groanes 
earneftly to be uncloathed of the fleſh, to be abſent from the bo- 
dy chat it might be fully preſent with che Lord , faith weanes the 
ſoulein the whole lumpe from the World, it would leave it who- 
ly, it groanes to be uncloathed of the body that it might leave 
the World in all it is; the diſappointments of the World doe 
many times make worldlings out of love with ſome pieces of it, 
but ic is onely faich thac weanes any ſoule wholy from it; and that 
becauſe faith in God manifeſts the fulneſſe of God to the ſoule, 
and the foules intereſt in chat fulneſſe, ſo chat it reſts in God not 
onely as its intereſt, and ſo better toic then all the World ; but 
as a better intereſt : ſo that being made wiſe in Chriſt, its wiſe- 
dome, the ſoule makes choyſe of God, as having ſeene the dying 
Slory of the World, and the living glory of God by a ſpirituall 
eye of faith, it is thereby made dead to the World and alive to 
God ; Chriſt he ſpeakes to a believing ſoule in the ſpirit, and 
tels the ſoule /c i your Fathers good will to give you the K ingdome; 
and that the Kingdome of glory, tobe joyne heires with me in 
glory, the ſoule believing this becomes dead in its love to all the 
Kingdomes of the world, and to a world of Kingdomes, Chriſt 
cels the ſoule further that in your Fathers houſe are many Man- 
ſions, andI goe to prepare them for you ; your building in God 
is ready when ever God ſhall ancloathe you of your fleſh, the 
ſoule in believing this hath its hearr where its treaſure is, it is now 
riſen with Chrift and gone to Heaven, - and in its affeRions doth 
manifeſt it ſelfe to be Crucified with Chriſt to the World, weaned 
from all lower glories, becauſe living in the glory of God ; that 
is, in God whereall glory centers, and from whom all gloryes 
bave their originall ; ſo that when the ſoule is at the fountaine it 
doth not thirſt after narrow ſtreames, who ever drinkes of this 


fountaine of life thirſts na more ; that is, no more after ſatisfa- 
| R Rion 


TY Belecving itt Godl doth Adoamtige 
faRion in any thing bur God, it hath aflin God, therefore wean: 
ed from al! below God; doubrleffe chis 15 2 rare 'benefir of faith in 
the ſoule, it is rare in its appearance, and for fuch foules thar 
with Demas ſorſake God 1 jd-embrace this preſent” World, what 
ever they have profeſſed, -xnd: tonch te Yer ſtongu under a a pro- 
feſfion of GoE&and godlneffe* hey pever truſy knew God 1 in 
the ſpirit, nor did they ever vin Godby tres boy vely Faith, 
for if they had, it w..nld have NI e<i: fi tte foble, to 
have weaned their hearts from 1: havecrucified their kearts 7) 
the World ; bad. they ever hy Deg ine in truch they; would never 
have forfaken” lim for tent Worlds -: For the life of 
God it thefoule isrheife Wo 49d the eff of faith in,the 
fool is LNO4S of ic from tlie Wor, ME gif its of it into. 


vi #1! 


The fp bereft F (4H 4b b, td which F, Balme a4 
th 0: 


* True faith in' God dorh __ te ii ae he foules of 
Beleevers mthe redempriqn af Gods fret pra ce ftom all out ene- 
mies, from Tinne, death, Het! PR FAVE Then, and Devils: ; none 
6f Nee can Ire or War) freh Touts & as tiyes in, the free grece 
&f Got by faith ; free Cal, it'fredy wrt Hine, and fo- 

fucks out; the ſtim delivers from the fawes of ell,, 

aciefies and” fu fils"" Fray Eithets' from the gr ave that \ hich 
is ſowge in corroprion and Loarhes | it with i pi, lon, pig 

up the Power, ind malice of men acd Devils againſt bis! eoples. 
this fee St4&& doth; and'by A id fivesthus gn. "God, by 
which it becgities a fixed'ani | 


y hed foule; befee vir ſoules 

= arenor hketh reftieife waves of the Sea, that Hove ſhore 
ro ſhore, and foatiepp ther owne obey They are loutes fixed: 
1% > © F153 rt $367 2 Y AC#*: 
in God an itt: " od b "Faith did 1 Na fs pray- 
& which” red" to Be fed ro. that Rock ich was ah then. 


himfetfe, 21 Mfc 5 ork of f: ith, itle es th : fouk ic 0,God and 
ne M's el Te aTay, ene 
a Rock Hi Ker rhe 424 ar inet Vet, hos 


waters undermine it, "os; 

tion.; faith. builds upon a KN and io he a nn Ages. #1 
fixes in the free grace of God the 'tedemprion and the righteouſ- 
neſſe- 


% 


a $uintwith an eſtabliſhed heart, 123 
neſſe of Chriſt,fo Bee neithet: life nor death nor any thing,no hot 
La in that. eycr be able to {: ſuch fauls frotn God.ard Chriſt; 
nd henceic ; is ar als be vas God chrough Chrilt by | 
H fpiric are Flory ſoules; the Prophet Davidin 
tÞ/al. 125-1,ives in oe tqthis.benefit of faith in the ſoul; 
he tellexh, us there, They that wh in. We Lord ſhall be as mount Zi- 
04, W which « rant be Ae YH abileth for. ever. *© 
- FaithinGod ii __ the om tneverlaſtigg ſafery, and keepes 
| 5 upon, a. Rock of eſtablſhmeat even when Earth and Heavenis 
akti 
Now I. ſhall gither up what] a aime at in all chis, in, reference 
to my owne ſouls. ahd 9thers,. 8nd j ic is ſingly this, ro eye God 
wich a fingle.gye,. aad;to, reftupon him with a ſteady undoubr- 
«ing hearc , by a liogle eye.l meanc a ſingle heat fixed upon what 
God. is, does an: layes concerning his people, and then by faith 
ro apply, and appropriate tha to out ſelves, relting Readily and 
u adoubtingly upon him, affuring our ſoules char what hee fayes 
concerriag us he will i fully make pood unto us ; God cannot lye, 
when he ſpeakes, he-:ſpeakes tis tiearr,and what is inhis heart co 
doe ; .no, Power or powers c:n hinder his hand from doing; ſuch 
ſoules thenas.thus fee God and reſt upoo bitn, are ſure co be efta- 
iſhed ; ſq as thecovnſg} of. ggod King %h. ſaphat is worthy 
to TE by all ſoules.* elirve inthe Lird your God ſr ſhall you 
[iſhtae 
hen firlt give me leave £6 adviſe tos ſerious and conſtant in- 
y; #fter God:; if eſtabhhmeot ifche ſ-utecomeby belizviog 
NEVE then knoujng | of God, oe is of abſofure necellity ro 


falls 4 bet: eving ; . now, foules. kaighc. or inconſtancin their if» 
Pens ; afcer | God in what hes, and faith, are very, unlike- 
ly ſoules to come fo fuch aktowJedge of bim-as will bring forth 
brick p hablebhenrs It was the laying of an eſtabliſhed foule 

if [Cog {ap whow - Loy hav ruſted ; and Joglitielle 
not. been Teuſt ebb zent, but chat ke 10dge wi 
very. aca: the argitcent Teemerti bop metro ranne "thus, I 
know God, and Nr ng Fhave xruſted in hin, anddecauſe I 
know him, 3 am affared I ſhal} nac be deceived by him; {6 that 
from this knowledge 1 ameſtabliſhed through delieving; dark- 
neſle is che proper wombe of feare,” there is nothing dc fo true- 
ly begottea there ; fo is: light of fair: and effabliſhment.; Ara 
R 2 I fay 


124 Beleeving in God doth «Advantage 
I ſay and ſpeakeby experience in which I ſhaſl appeale to the ex. 
perience of all Saints, that the more any ſoule truely knows God 
the more that ſoule will cruſt him ; therefore give mee leave a- 
aine to ſay, Be ſerious and conftantin the inquiries aſter God, 
fiudy him as he isin himſelfe-4n his Chriſt'and'our Saviour, in 
his Covenant of free. grace; itfalthis proniifes and performan« 
ces, in his word ard workes, inourowneend'other Safnts expe: 
riences of him. - | And'this {date botdly affirm j the'more Got is 
thus ſpiritually known of bis peopte;the more he willbe admired: 
loved,andtruſted by them,and ſuch fouls the more/truly eſtabliſh. 
d M3 rf ,H FEIBG 2:2 9105; > 


ed. 3 37 110? 2305 29WONA NEB: NOHLOQ 31% % 
Secondly, This'feemes to''be ſairable advice,” to beexceeding 
watchfull-over Satanand-our owne hearts if allthe temptations: 
to, or movings'of unbeliefe in''our"ſoules ; there is nothing fo: 
great a friend to the Kingdome of Satan, 'a0d [6 great an enemy: 
to the Kingdome of Godsftre grace a#unbeliefe is; norrcartany - 
finne o certainly.:deſtroy-the'(ſoule-asunbelieſe;” ty alf other? 
ſinnes without this can never deftroy any ſouſe 3 doubtteſſe theſe 
reaſons have- weight: enough'in them ro make Chriſtian ſottes. 
ſtand upon their guard, againſt thisenemie of unbeliefe , i is'the 
Generall of the Hoſt of evill, it commands alf- other ſines:*and 
where it enters it — attendants6f2viſs ſubfervienc 
to it ſelfe ;; unbeliefe! is the iſupreating Apene "the W 61d for 
the Frince of darknefle;, in:wwhatever God isdiftruſted #nd ror 
believed, Satan ſhall furelybe ferved; Faith is that Anchor that 
keeps the ſoule cloſe to God, if that be plucked up ;Satin fils che” 
Sailes, I meane the beart with'zhe World, -and.fo cartyesthe-” 
Veſſell where he'pteaſerly > Paich i&Gods interefſt;i-andiunbelicfe. 7 
the Devils intereſt 'inthe'ſonle anda the laſt day when Chriſt 
ſhall give che Devill his due;Iyican his ſhare of men inthe world, 
it will be onely unbelievers; - for he haclvintereſt#ni/ nor can lay 
claime to noneelſe;; therefore unbeliefe ſhould'be'dreaded as the 
Devils brand; that by which he markes his 0wne ;' diftruſt God, 
and honour: Satan, for' they cannot be'parted, be that doth the 
ſormer cannot avoid: the latter': A ſoule watchful in this thing 
is ſo for Gods glory, its owne-peace and eternal ſalvation, for 
theſe two can never be parted, what preſerves the one, preſerves 
the other, but unbeliefe looſeth both ; Conſider free prace is. 
the originall, the firſt cauſe of all Gods promiſes to, and his dea« 


lings. 


a Saint with an eftabliſhed heart. 125 
lings with his people. /:. Now a diſtruſt in theſe, how doth it dif- 
honour GoJ, and not onely uneftabliſh, but undoe our owne 
ſonles ; therefore no enemy ſo dangerous as unbeliefe,and ſhould 
with - moſt watchfuineſſe be prevented; unbeliefe it oppoſeth 
Gods ends in his Covenant of free grace, and in all his gracious 
- promiſes to his. people, which is, that all the ends of the Earch 
ſhonld come unto him and be ſaved, that is, beleeve on his free 
grace for ſalvation ; Now this is Satans grand deſigne' to hinder 
faich, becauſe! be is the great enemy. of Mans ſalvation ; Our Sa- 
viouri 4otd his. Diſciples, that to..them: that beleeve all chings 
were poſlible; Satan knowes this full well, and therefore doth 
all chat poſſibly. be exn-te hiader faith in the ſoale;; cherefore be 
exceeding .watchfull over Satan in this: thing, - and looke often 
and diligently into; our. owne. bearts, and know that ſo much. 
unbeliefe as is.tbere, | ſo. much intereſt the Devill hach in us, and 
by chat, poſſeſſion be hathan.iojet.cothe foul for any tempration; 
chereforel fay 2g8ioe inour.Seviours-words, Warch and pray, leſt 


ou enter inte 'temprathane. 1-761 | 
| Bu inghe laſt place, 1 ſhall windeup all in che Prophets owne 
word $,.: 2 | 


Beleewd inthe Lord your. God, ſo ſhall you be eftabliſhed. 

And fict, beleeve Godin himſche, :andnow I pray look back 
vpgn; his Axtribuces,. and you:ſhalt finde him God, and alwayes 
God, : an everliving and"cternall God, a-fairtfull God, and a 
God that cannot. lye,. a Gad of loyeand avevetloving: God), his 
loye, is ;like himfelfe.unchaogeable, he is the orignall-of all pure 
and: holy-love,:.and Bs:lave i5'originally-jn him; fo: that love is 
eternall, like him; -be..is -8:God [of free grace and hath made his 
owne' 8race;.$0, be his Childrens ticlea0!life and falvation + Now 
Idare poegns affirme, that. whoever' thus believes in God, 
ſhall be cſtalliſheq z- wbar can. ſhake, thar-ſoulethat lives upon 
God, - 8$ God: Aijmighry; Omnipotent,: infinite; -and eternall, 
what can; kill thoſe 3ayes and -comforesithat! livein God as he 
is a God, ofcternall and. original! love ani free grace ? theſe joyes 
and comforts, will live, ſo--long as:the | foantaine- of their life a- 
bides, and.that is for ever,;. God-inawhathe'is; is unchangeable, 
the ſame yeſterday, to day and for ever, :from- everlaſting to e- | 
 verlaſting; where God is the foundation and Chriſt the Corner 
fone, that building will abide for ever ;, ſhakings and great _ 


4225 Eel.co*ng in Cod doth Advantaye' 
doe ' ariſe from ſandy foundations: But the Prophet David tel- 
eth' us that fuch (x). vr I-fled whoſe Gods the Lord ,” that 
1s, they have this bleMNſing ro be" eltzbliſhed, 'who have pitched 
-_ upon God for their af, and ive vpon what God'is ; char ſoule 
which lives in God is abore the feare of any other ſtrength to 0- 
verturne or deftroy it ; becauſe it lives'vpon an Almighty God, 
neither can this ſoule feare*ro outlive its comforts and delights; 
becauſe they are bound vpinaneyer-living God, "and'theeter- 
nall love and free grace of God, to'be che hand that bound 
them up, and _the wombe: that brought them forth ; therefore 
this believing ſoule doth nor ſay, it fhall one day fall'by the land 
of Sax!; that is, of this or the other luſt , buc that the eternall 
love and free grace of God hath delivered it from; and carryed ic 
up above all ics enemies, ſo that it may ferve him without fe re, 
as & ſoule eſtabliſhed in himſelfe, living purely upon what'God 
is, ſo that nothing can Thake or aoſetcle this foulſe,' which'can- 
not leſſen God; and as no power c3n make God leffſethen the 
true, Almighty, Omnipotent,  Eternalf ard ever faithfull God ; 
no more can {uch powers ſhake much '&Ne deſtroy ſirch ſoules, 
foules as live thus upon God ; the Anthor:to the. Hebrewes te!s 
us, Chap. 12.ver[. 27... T har there ave things which «rt med, that 
are aud muſt be ſhaken,” andihert'is a'Kingdonie which cantor be 
ſhaken but ſhall remaine for vver : Trtiefy 41: below and beſides 
God are now haking, and ihill.not ceaſe till they rethrn'to their 
firſt nothing : burthe Kingd6meof God,of more properly God 
the glory of that Kingdome; ſhalf never be'ſhaken butabidefor 
ever, ſo ſhall all choſe that live -in him, this is Moot Zig, 
which cannot be moved; to live inGod ever bati#rid (hall be 
a life of glory. therefore this exhortation is alwayes fult of weight 
and glory ;. but me- thinkes in theſe latter dayes of the Wortd;, 
when as the whole World 1s, as it were, givitig.up ch= 'ghoft, : and 
Every man complaining that there is no/ſweet nor reliſh tyir;”the 
moſt: diſcerning eyes. plainely beholding its glory depattedfrom 
ic, the Pillars cracked an#;broken,' fo that it can be but a very 
lictle time before the Fabrick fals' : Now me-thinkes that which 
cannot be ſhaken but ſhall remaine for ever, ſhould have irsex- 
ceeding worth and. glory in our eyes and hearts, and this is no- 
thing elſe -but. God himſelfe : O then ſuch as wou!d [ive for e- 
rermult tive in God, for all things elſe are not onely dying, bor 
- very 


at 


JIMI 
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very nearetheir death : God hath written upon honours, plea-* 
ſures, and profics of the world, Death fo viſible in ſuch b gge 
charaRers, that every eye almoſt can reade jt ; bur himſeife is. 
the ever-living GoJ ;. he? that made all things our of nothing, 
can. when. he pleaſerh.make a} chat, bee lack made recurne to its 
fi t:nothing, and yer hyniſelte be to.eternicy, what hee was from 


ereriity, an, Almighty, glorious, and ever-living God . Oh 


therefare live onely 1n the gJoxy,of this ever-living God, fo ſhall 
you. live , when te World. 1s. dead, .ſy. (hill you dye to the 
Worid, but. live above che Warld.; 7choyab will be ecernall life 
to all tha livein him..;, Famh.in Zrhovab. will make, an eſtabliſhed: 
foul. . od 

.. Secondly, Bclieys 0n.God.in the Coyenang and.faivation of 
his free; grace, .in Jeſas. Chrilt the-grear gitr of his grace, in 
whom, -be, hath, ſatisfied his owne pure jiillice, and pzrfeftes the: 
ſabeation,of his. pzop'e,,acd in all bis gracicus-pomiſes. Firſt, 
believe.him in. his;Covenant of free grace, believc that he meanes - 
to keep ir, and will perform it.to the urmolt -: | were there no 0- 


' therreaſon, ,this-is enough to make vs believe hee will keep it, be- 


cauſe be hath made, ic4n bimſclfe,and be is God that cannot lye,he 
is Almighty,and can. want no. power to prove himſelf che true agd' 
faichful}, God.zit is. All-grace, and ſo all Gog, thatircan never be 
lefle rbenit is, but. for.ever the gracz of God,or the Covenanc of 
. A, little. conſider. the conditions. of this Covenant, and then 
ſee how-faith.on God inchis Coyenant will eſtabliſh the ſoules of 
believers. p 99 7 £1. 9v £111. 5 | , + | 
Firſt,; Sayes-God,. Thi ſpall be the Covenant that 1 will make 
with.my peaple,  Asif God had faid..it.is my,Covenant, ſo that 
if you that txyſt. init ſhould finde. ic faile, blame mg :Zue 1 am God: 
and cannat dye. - Iris the Covenant of my grace ; thats, it isthe- 
pomripgs forgh. of my, felfe,. it. is eternal as my ſelfe, and ſhill 
never-faile: in a; titzle; of ic, it. is.true as Lam. true, /\ ER be- 
lieve ghis-my Covensnt. as y0Þ. would. my ſelfe if I ſhould ſpeak to- 
you tae to taceaudio delioving cbus.0a mee (hall your hearts be- 
| Fog ggaobtang 
. Secondly, God dath engage himſelfe by Cavenant: to forgive: 
the iniquity of his people, and te remember their ſins no more. Now- 


to: beleeve. God.in this his own Covenant, how exceedingly will: 
Þt it; 
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Ir eſtabliſh the ſoule ; there is nothing like ſinne and iniquity to 
make an earth-quake, and a ſou'e quake : If God once brings a 
- ſoule or a Land to account with him for finne and iniquity, that 
will make dreadful! ſhakings indeed ; ſo on the contrary, where 
God acquits from ſinne and iniquity, he makes reſt and eſtabliſh. 
ment, for it is ſinne that is the troudler of //-e/ ; but when God 
in his Covenant of grace ſhall engage himſelfe to pardon and ac- 
quit ſoules from ſinne , ſuch ſoules as receive this Covenant of 
God, and believe that he hath and will make ic good ro them, 

will ſurely be at reſt. But this is not all, for God Covenants 
further with his people ; That be will put his law in onr inward 
parts, and write it in our hearts, ſo that he will be our God, & that 
we ſhall be his people. Now examine it over againe, and ſee what is 
wanting to make aneſtabliſhed ſoul, if God be believed init, and 

reſted vpon for the fulfilling ofit ; Hereis chooſing grace, par- 
doning and purging grace; here is juſtifying and ſanRifying grace; 

yea all this is grace, free grace, the grace of God, and God tn his 
free grace, engaging himſelfe to make all rhis good to ſuch ſoules 
as relt upon him. - What now can any ſoule ſay againſt truſting 
in God for all that be bath covenanted to doe in his owne free 
grace; if the ſoule ſay I am not worthy, what is that to the free _ 
grace of God? God doth not move upon any ſuch grounds; it 
may be a good heart may ſay it is not broken enough ; why a 
broken heart is a new heart, that which God bath Covenanted 
ro give; truſt God, hee will make good every part and tittle of 
his owne Covenant, that ſhould not hinder faich, forit is the 
effect of faith : Seeke not firſt to make thy heart good,and then to 
truſt God, but truſt in God, and he will mend thy heart; nay, 

he will give thee a new heart, that which thou wouldft give all - 
the World to gaine, he will give thee freely, if thou truſt in him, 
he will not onely eſtabliſh thy heart, but ſanRtifieit alſo. Now 
hence I dare be bold to affirm to any ſoule, if it believe in God 
and his Covenant of grace, it ſhall be eſtabliſhed , ſinne ſhall 
not ſhake it, for God hath acquitted ſuch ſoules of that, - and 
_ caſt all the 'ſinnes of Believers out of his remembrance, God hath 
done this great worke in his owne grace, and neither can nor 
-will ever undoe it : Corruption ſhall not be able to uneftabliſh a 
foule that believes on God in his Covenant of grace , for ſuch 


ſoules goe to God, and ſpread their corrupt hearts before = 
a 


x 
s - 
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-and pleading bis owne Coveaant with him for,new pear. and 
Ro] reve r je tri hee bn EM. Believing ſoules 
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ver charge” yOu with that which I have.paid, ane believe meF: 
have finiſhed cb E the who : worke of redemprion, I have redeemed ard 
that believe od throi gb me from the, £869, b Lox [4 he law, being m 


322-14: ihe. Tnche gp Bike rec pprjony 0:4 oo 
of my Þ hs in my «pony, * ha TGrenrdrc rops of blood, and. 
onthe 13bere iſfuec cam Tvakg fides ſtreams of wa- 
ter ag#þlggd , 1 did B | e\ nur ſinges, for I had:none of my.own, 
zod ine!) this 1.bafep riected ye our redemption inthief ll ſatis. 
factio n of m Father: Ji ical at by belicyiog in Gytthrough 
me, you. if | ſce GodsJullite Mlly ſatisfied for your Manes, and: 


fom fi Inge, and. made righteous in: 
ad himſelfe, LE 1- am ſure will e- 


wad ſelves hot acqui 
ther | © 


us without og or wri nc of od; 
not my bi RE gas : F: 

ara higher rate, t hav ddr al 

erject 1 <dcemer; iy: I wel knew that the 
—— Ns was a fuil fat antce-my Fachers- 


ex beli 

I ugh! by men, ſhall cercginely, 'nay,; 
Harh, eter [Te ul life, Say Om wo 
nan, Sayes ameirom heaven, 4 or- 
Stn Fakes. the, EE through.me, and-Iſtaidron- 
earth. ltr Blhed he work of reflacpgrign garely for your ſakes, 
ſs gow. ah = nded, and at my, Father and.your Fathers right- 
| ory . Ia Gee you as, your-hicad, to draw ail-my 
our Mediator Tos lixe for.ever to make.ine- 
hp > yYour:Manſign ardicg preſerve 
'orld,, pr beta: [grogeunceyou- 
change your mortality into _ 
tality., 


you ſhall be forever with the Lord, and in all this my Father and 
ry -3þ , therefore believe in God rho, fo ſhaÞ you dee 


' In tlie-yext place delecerbeion F ind promiſes of God, ov God 
in them, and you ſhall find ther fulf'of + ilgbliſhakne, -:4/ >< 
And now once more arm. 760 turne bagke and 'con- 


ſider choſe.glorigus and'gricious pr which God bath' made 


to his Saints, bjs:Chnrch and: ;peopleionearch, how heeibatk 
fe yy 


engaged, himſelfe. to, mkecare obchempiand ro 
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thou ſhalt not: be burnt, niither ball the flame kindle upon thee. 
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what I will, and -will-be ſure'ts mak | 
miſe coall chattruſt and believein. me. IE | 
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this make, this man vill be adted:aboye himſelfe, becauſe he 
lives believing i in God, fo abovethe feares and doubtings of his 
owne fleſh : . This faich will cake ſoules {Peake in the language of 
the'Church 10 "Pſa 46. (od t#0ur refuge #nd:\frexgth, a ver 

Profent. belp in 11me of trouble, in-fireand water; /inall-difficult! 
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anend, and co believe thas, plorigu s R 1gn WCbiſ pa 


will make much j joy 2nd ſettlem 


ind vercurne. things,” yet 
all this ſerves. to accompliſh theſe glotious promiſes. of E; 
in bringing forch._ this Rightcogh and praceſulfKingdome o 
Chri 
God is. now ſhaking and overturning: all untighteous pow- 
ers, and-governments ; now ſuch ſoules as doe not be 
promiſes of God, are ignorant of Gods end, ai d-16-f | 
© cleihaht in their ſpirits' concerning the iſſue 'ispreſerc 
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ing theſe promiſes ; they would ſtand till and be quiet" waiting 
believingly for the alvation of God, in the peaceſull feigne and 
righteous government of Jeſus Chit; were God but believed 
in what be ſayes, all che temptationg.of Satan andthe :doubtings 
of our anbelieving hearts would be ſilenced; and broy pr » 
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and it amoynts to this, that all things and all times are filled 
with Gods loyeto his TS and ſo worke all together for the- 
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then, if God by:hisſpirit make knowne a Chr yan: gs to us; 
and bids us ove on him p theougs this Criſt for A Don fat. 
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rar Sen God, arid-thls thee his 'grace ne, C and- richs.his | 
demprion ful and compleate, his word- true and. faichfal;' 


-workes great and glorious, and the- injayment of hit "oY 
ternally with him, if. chis. ſpirit be deare to thee, itavill ſeale 
thee up in this belicfe, that thou art deare and neareto Godin 
Chriſt, and- ſo eſtabliſh: thy ou by. believing in the Lord thy. 
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T he ſecond Rule i this: | - 


+ Be diligent in « -the workings of Gods Providence z 
God is various in thoſe diſpenſations, / but they all toge* 
ther to the fyllilling and making good of bis paomiſes, bis wile 
dome is paſt finding out, and his foot-heps canot be traced; no 
man can certainely ſay by che preſent diſpenſations of Godin 
his providences either to Perſon, or Nation, what will be bis 
next, but whoever doth. diligently. obſerve Gods providehtiall 
workings in the World, will finde, though one after another 
it may be many yeares, yet chey worke one with anocherto the 
accompliſhing of che moſt glorious will, word and promiſes of 
God, che former making way for the. latter, and thoſe that come. 
after, confirme them chat went before , ſo thar ſuch ſouls which 
like. the Virgin Afery doth ponder and lay up the words and the 
workings of Gods providences in their boſomes, will finde ſuch 
eyings of God and treaſuring up his ways of providence to be ex- 
—_— uſefull co the maintaining and increaſing of faith to God 

in the {oule. 

This was the Prophet David: frame of ſpiric, Lord, ſayes he, 
thou baſt delivered me from the Lyon and the Beare,and thou wilt al» 
ſo delive r mee from this nnci j/ed Philiſtim : Mark it, he had 
diligently obſerved and treafured up in his heart Gods former 
providences to him, andthis is the uſe his ſoule makes in the re- 
membrance of them, to truſt God in another great undertaking 
for hing, as if he had ſaid, I have had ample experience ofthee in 
former acts of thy Frovidencesto me, and thou art the ſame God 
for love, power, faithfulnefle, and goodnefſe; 1o that inthe rem+ 
embrance of thy loving kind of old will truſt in thee, and. 
though I contend with a Gyant, yet that I ſhall be ſafe under the 
ſhadow of thy wings. TSS Cn 

Agaiae, it is worth the obſervings of the moſt curious eye in 
the World, how God doth Seaſon- his providences, be trings 
den Grd in piles Storrs vt 0ncty fol of beaney in 
Applesof God in piftures of Silver; not: onely }f- beauty, ip 
themſelves, but alſo ious in their ſeaſon; luch was 
the workings of God upon the. _ Ahaſuerne the King, þ.40 
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